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Saint Joseph Maronite Catholic Church 
 

Sixth Sunday of 
the Resurrection 

 
May 22, 2022 

 
 

Welcome all visitors to the beautiful heritage of Antioch 
 

3 Appleton Street 
Waterville, ME 04901 

Office Phone:  207-872-8515 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Fr. James Doran, KHS 
Subdeacon:  Mr. Stephen Crate 

website: http://www.sjmaronite.org 
e-mail: stjoesinmaine@yahoo.com

 

 

“For us, the men and women of the East are a symbol of the Lord Who comes again.” Orientale Lumen, John Paul II 

 
Qourboneh:  Sunday: (Vigil, Sat. 4:30pm) Sunday Morning 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.; Tues. – Fr. 9:00 a.m.; Sat. 10:00a.m. 

Sick Calls: To receive the Divine Eucharist and/or the Sacred Anointing, please call the rectory.  
Confessions:  One half-hour before the Sunday Liturgies and by appointment. 
Baptisms: Parents should refer to the website and then contact the parish through the parish e-mail address. 
Marriage: Please refer to the parish website and contact the parish a minimum 6 months before finalizing the date 

of your wedding. 
Mass Intentions: For specific dates requested, please submit at least two months in advance.  Recommended stipend: $15 
Monthly Memorials:  Sanctuary Candles $35; Altar Bread $30; Sacramental Wine $55 
Catechism: Steve Crate, Director    Choir Director: Dame Marie Fefa Deeb, DSG   Pastoral Council Chair: Suzanne Paré 
Pastoral Council Members: Suzanne Paré, Chair; Gayle Misner-Elias, Secretary; Steve Crate, Religious Education; Larry 

Mitchell, Knights of Columbus; Ruth Lunn, Rosary Sodality; Matthew Stone, Finance Committee 

 

THIS DAY’S EPISTLE1  Romans 10: 1-13  
 

My brethren, the desire of my heart, and my 
intercession with God for them, is that they 
might have life. 
For I bear them witness, that there is in them a 
zeal for God; but it is not according to 
knowledge.  For they know not the 

                                                 
1 Based on The New Testament, translated from the Syriac 
Peshitto Version, Gorgias Press, New Jersey, 2001, translated 
by James Murdock, STD, 1893 

righteousness of God, but seek to establish 
their own righteousness: and therefore they 
have not submitted themselves to the 
righteousness of God. 
For the Messiah is the purpose of the Law,2 for 
righteousness, unto every one that believeth in 
Him. 

2 Leviticus 18: 5; Ezechiel 20: 11 

http://www.sjmaronite.org/
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For Moses describeth the righteousness, which 
is by the Law, thus:  Whoever shall do these 
things, shall live by them.3 
But the righteousness which is by faith, saith 
thus: 
Thou shalt not say in thy heart,4 Who 
ascendeth to heaven, (and bringeth Messiah 
down)? 
Or, Who descendeth to the abyss of sheol, (and 
bringeth up Messiah from the place of the 
dead)? 
But what saith it? 
The verse is near to thy mouth,5 and to thy 
heart: that is, the word of faith, which we 
proclaim. 
And if thou shalt confess with thy mouth our 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe with thy heart, 
that God hath raised Him from the dead; thou 
shalt live. 
For the heart that believeth in Him, is justified; 
and the mouth that confesseth Him, is restored 
to life. 
For the Scripture saith: 
Everyone that believeth in Him, shall not be 
ashamed.6 
And in this, it discriminateth neither Jews nor 
Gentiles. 
For there is one Lord over them all, Who is rich 
towards everyone that calleth on Him. 
For everyone that shall call on the Name of the 
Lord, will have life.7 
 

 
 
 

                                                 
3 Leviticus 18: 5 
4 Deuteronomy 30: 12 
5 Deuteronomy 30 : 14 
6 Isaiah 28: 16 

You will progress in understanding 

the Holy Scriptures 

only to the degree that you yourself 

have made progress  

through contact with them. 
St. Gregory the Great (AD 540-604)8 

 
 
 

ABOUNA’S REFLECTIONS 
 

She,9 therefore, reaches mightily 
from one end to the other, 

    and she orders all things sweetly, 

exceedingly well.10 
 
All praise be to the Good One for His generosity, 
and Who continually bears us up by tender mercy 
in the workings of His order and wisdom.  We 
move forward. 
 
This week we received significant donations that 
allow us to close out our outstanding debts: one for 
the hot-water heater in the parish hall kitchen, and 
the second that fulfills the eparchial Lenten 
Appeals of Bishop Gregory.  May the donor be 
blessed a thousand times for this sacrificial act of 
love.  This is the first time that we have achieved 
this financial goal in the works of Lenten alms. 
 
We now have left to fill up what is lacking toward 
the Challenge Grant, so that we can move along 
our needed maintenance projects and masonry 
work.  We all love the building and grounds of our 
parish, and we all desire to see her community 
thrive in all things: both spiritual and material. 
 
The Finance Committee is even now contacting the 
companies that have been asked to put out bids for 
the work.  These construction estimates were made 
already last Spring, but we did not match the 
Challenge Grant, so these estimates need to be 
updated for consideration this year. 
 
It is important to understand the eparchial 
directives for projects such as these.  There seem to 
be some parishioners who think this is a matter of 

7 Joel 2: 32; Acts 2: 21 
8 Homily 1.7.8 “on Ezechiel” 
9 Divine Wisdom 
10 Wisdom 8: 1 
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“fiat”, simply saying “yes” and plowing ahead.  
This is not true.  It is not that simple, nor do things 
happen overnight.  We work as we must – with 
order and with prudential foresight. 
 
 

You know (this), my dearest brethren; 
and let each be swift to hear, 

but slow to speak, and slow to anger.11 
 
As disciples of the Word Son – eternal Word of the 
hidden and silent Father – each of us needs to 
consciously work to listen more, speak less, and be 
even slower to judge.  Rash judgement causes the 
destruction of families and the death of 
communities.  Let us never be the culprit in 
generating fruitless “chatter” on social media.  
These agitations do not accomplish the will of God. 
 
Impatience solves no problems, and frustration 
hurries along no projects.  Anger and fury 
accomplish even less; while, it must be said, gossip 
and a critical spirit are positively corrupting.  These 
aggressive attitudes do not achieve, nor fulfill the 
purpose of God’s Plan and they do not manifest the 
work of the Good One: “the anger of man does not 
produce the righteousness of God”.12 
 
There has always been order and reason in all the 
workings of Holy Mother Church, and there are 
obligatory procedures in the manner that we must 
proceed in the eparchy.  Our eparchy requires all 
projects that exceed $10,000.00 to be submitted for 
prior approval. 
 
When a project is proposed to the eparchy there 
must be at least three estimates included.  Two 
years ago, in the fall of 2020, I did ask the bishop to 
be allowed to begin this work, and the request was 
denied.  The request was refused (based as it was 
on but a single estimate submitted) and the 
eparchial directives were reiterated. 
 
Last year, we had the three construction estimates, 
but we still did not have the funds to proceed.  
Minimally, the Challenge Grant must also be met, 
and at that point we will have collected 2/3’s of the 
estimated cost of the projects. 
 

                                                 
11 St. James 1: 19 

Once the updated estimates are available, and the 
funds for the projects are verifiable, the Finance 
Council and the Pastor write up a votum, that is, 
the desired proposal that is presented to the bishop 
and the eparchial offices along with the estimates.  
This, once approved, allows a parish to proceed 
with its major projects. 
 
“Verifiable funds” must also be shown in order to 
proceed on such projects.  As all well know, the 
parish has not met its annual budget for many, 
many years now (this was the primary reason to 
establish an endowment fund in 2015) and our 
proposal needs to show to the bishop that we can 
pay for such a large project. 
 
The Eparchy does not subsidize parishes – the 
parishes subsidize the eparchy. 
 
As you know from the published financial report, 
our Endowment Fund reached $600,000.00 at the 
end of December 2021.  However, from that date 
onward the Financial Markets have dropped 
precipitously and our invested funds have lost 

$40,000.00 (this is two-thirds the amount needed 
for our building maintenance!).  Matching our 
Challenge Grant will merely plug this dramatic 
financial hole.  We struggle, but do so with hope. 
 
Although it is true that the poverty syndrome 
means that works that are put off for lack of funds 
increase in expense as time goes on, we must be 
realistic in estimating our capabilities.  We 
cannot/will not go below the level of our 
endowment capital ($500,000.00), this would defeat 
the purpose of setting it up.  This is not simply 
another bank account from which to pull funds.  
Over the last twenty years all extraneous bank 
accounts have already been drained in such a 
manner. 
 
An endowment fund is meant to generate 
supplemental income, which does not look to 
happen this year – thus far.  In any case, a 
$500,000.00 invested endowment can be expected 
to generate around $25,000.00, which is slightly half 
of our average annual deficit.  Our regular 
donations being what they are, the fundraisers 
need to fill up the additional $25,000.00. 
 

12 St. James 1: 20.  See also, Ephesians 4: 26; II Timothy 2: 24-25; 
and, St. James 3: 17-18. 
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Be silent in the presence of the LORD, 

and wait patiently for him to act.13 
 

These are, therefore, the minimal things we must 
do to go forward.  The Finance Council is aware of 
this, and is proceeding accordingly. 
 
Hence, 

1.) there remains the additional $3,500.00 to 
meet the Challenge Grant, and release these 
projects’ possibilities.  This is our first 
obligation; without which, we cannot go 
forward. 

2.) in the meantime, the construction estimates 
– the minimal three to be submitted – all 
have to be updated and made current for 
this year. 

3.) the votum must be drawn-up by the Pastor 
and the Finance Council that must be 
submitted to the bishop’s final decision and 
approval. 

4.) when all the above is in hand, then the 
project can be scheduled with the chosen 
company in order to go forward. 

 
All those who have contributed to these projects 
are to be heartily thanked.  Those who have 
exercised wisdom in patience and charity are to be 
commended, and those who patiently cherish 
hopes for a grace-filled future will be consoled in 
the workings of the God of mercies.  Wisdom 
labors strongly, sweetly, touching all things, and 
she manifests the charity and calm of the Good 
One.  We should all act likewise. 
 
During these last couple years of trial, 
disappointment, and hardship, your generosity has 
done wonders to improve our financial footing, 
expand our apostolic reach, and continually 
encourage us to turn our eyes with hope toward a 
bright future. 
 
The consoling grace of God comes to those who 
labor patiently under the Cross, who live with 
charity filling their souls, who are gentle in spirit, 
peaceable and not rash in judgement, and who 
follow in the footsteps of the Sacred Heart. 
 
This you do beautifully. 

                                                 
13 Psalm 37: 7 

 
 

 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION 
May 22, 2022 

 

Rom 10: 1-13  St. Luke 24: 36-48 
 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
May 26, 2022 

 

Acts 1: 1-14  St. Mark 16: 15-20 
 

 
 

 
 
 

VOCATION ICON 
 

“Request therefore the Lord of the harvest to send 
forth laborers into His harvest.” St. Matthew 9: 38 

 
Sun May          22                       Suzanne Paré 
Sun May          29        Daja Gombojav & Family 
Sun June            5           Ira & Catherine Mandel 
Sun June          12      Dean & MaryAnn Carter 
Sun June      19       Michael & Gayle Misner 
Sun June          26               Steve & Allison Crate 
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Grant them health, and raise them up 

from their illness, and make them 

to have perfect health of body and soul 

and strengthen them in spirit; 

for Thou art our Savior and Benefactor, 

the Lord of lords and Weaver of crowns, 

Thou art Lord and King of all.  Amen 
 

Those for whom we pray:  Katrina Nappi, Holly 
Perron, Christian Disuag, Daja Gombojav, 

Margaret Mae Lambert, Mary Theresa Huebner, 
Mary Morin, Larry Grard, Sarah Grace Misner-
Elias, Cindy Elias, Barbara Joseph, Madeleine 

Dombroski, Sally Derosby, Tala Poulin, Richard 

Karter, Rita Hikel, and all those who may suffer 
from illness, disease, want, or depression. 

 

 
 

INTENTIONS FOR THE QOURBONEH (MASSES) 
                 

Sun 22 9:00am  For the Members of the Parish 
 

  11:00am  †Charlotte Iserbyte 
    (Mary Nicholas) 
 

Mon 23 --------------------- 
   

Tue 24 Bishop Williamson 
   (Mary Nicholas) 
        

Wed 25 †Anna Carter & David Burrill 
   (Pam & Dan Casavant) 
         

Thu 26 †Robert Derosby 
   (Salwa Derosby) 
 

Fri 27 †Darrell Mitchell 
   (Donna-Jo Mitchell) 
 

Sat 28 Saturday, 10:00 am 
   Private intention 
   

  4:30pm Sunday Vigil: †Mary Smus 
   (Patricia, Paula, & David Smus) 
         

Sun 29 9:00am  For the Members of the Parish 
 

  11:00am  Anniversary of Robert Doran 
    (Abouna) 
 

Mon 30 --------------------- 
   

Tue 31 †Charlene LaVerdiere 
   (Audrey Yotides) 
        

Wed 1 †Scott LaVerdiere 
   (Audrey Yotides) 
         

Thu 2 Tony Miklaszewski 
   (Virginia Miklaszewski) 
 

Fri 3 †John Marietta & Paul Thomas 
   (Pam & Dan Casavant) 
 

Sat 4 Saturday, 10:00 am 
   Gayle Misner-Elias 
    (Michael Misner-Elias) 
   

  4:30pm Sunday Vigil 
    Private intention 
         

Sun 5 9:00am  For the Members of the Parish 
 

  11:00am  †Robert Derosby 
    (Salwa Derosby) 
 

Mon 6 --------------------- 
   

Tue 7 †Luis Alvarez 
   (Ben Misner) 
        

Wed 8 †Robert Derosby 
   (Salwa Derosby) 
         

Thu 9 †Faithful Departed of Saint Joseph 
   (Audrey Yotides) 
 

Fri 10 †Luis Alvarez 
   (Ben Misner) 
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Annual Parish 
Barbecue 

 

Friday, June 10th 
6:00pm 

 

 
 

All parishioners who share 
in this festivity 

will be dispensed that day 
from the normal Friday fast. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

The Ascension 
of Our Lord 

 

Schedule 
for the Holy Day of Obligation 

_________________________________ 

Wednesday, May 25th: 
 

5:00pm:   Ramsho 
 

6:00pm:  Alohoyoh Qourbonoh (Mass) 
_____________________ 

 

Thursday, May 26th: 
 

9:00am:  Alohoyoh Qourbonoh 
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The Annual 
Novena of Pentecost 

 

May 27 – June 4, 2022 
 

Prayers will be recited together, daily, 
following the Divine Offering 

 
 

 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

(Budgeted: $3,100.00) 
 

Regular Collection Last Two Weeks: $3,722.00 
 

Special Collection next week – May 29th – 
Catholic Communications Campaign 

(50% of this collection is sent to USCCB for national Catholic 
communications, and 50% is retained for our Eparchy for the 

Maronite Voice and other communication needs) 
 

(Budget Deficit 2022:  $15,167.00)14 
________________________ 

 

Contributions to the hot-water system in the 
parish hall (re-imbursement for the project) 

now complete:  $5,905.0015 
Thank you for your generous contributions 

in covering, piece by piece, 
the many needs of our parish. 

____________________________ 
 

An additional $567.00 has come in this week 
toward the needed masonry construction and 

maintenance collection of $39,000.00.16 
_______________ 

 

BISHOP’S LENTEN APPEAL 2022:  
$4,000.00 due 

Contributions to date: $4,075.00 !!!!!!!!!! 

____________________________ 

                                                 
14 Deficit 2019: $72,270.59/Deficit 2020: $34,473.00/ Deficit 2021: 
$35,178.00 
15 Our responsibility for this expense remains at $000.00. 
16 This makes the amount toward our matching Challenge 
Grant (20k), to be presently $17,067.00.  This lengthy collection 
is being made to cover the needed building maintenance and 

 

Second Sunday each month is a second collection 
to cover our monthly fuel-oil costs. 

_______________________ 
 

Please remember to sustain the apostolic work of this 
parish through regular contributions. 

 

 

 
Lebanese Supper  
this evening in the 

parish hall 
 

4:00pm --- 6:00pm 
 

 

masonry projects, estimated at $60,000.00, two-thirds of which 
will come from the challenge grant and matching funds. 
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Sixth Sunday 

of the Resurrection 
p. 315 

 
 

Lighting of the Church: LB* p 5    
Jesus Christ, O Source of Light 
 
 

Entrance Hymn: LB  fsheeto  145 
 

Glory: SB  al majdu 
 

Qolo/Hymn: LB  msheeho natareh   146B 
 
 

Creed p 748 
 
 

PRE-ANAPHORA: 
Transfer of Gifts:  LB  The Lord Reigns (Resurr.) 
     

Incense Hymn Offertory:  SB  l’maryam yoldat 
 
 

ANAPHORA: 
The Twelve Apostles:  p 754 
 

Sign of Peace:  SB  tou ba 
 

Communion: SB  I am the Vine; Seek ye first 
 

Recessional:  SB  Alleluya #1 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Servers of the Divine Altar 
 

May 22nd: 
9:00am: A. Michaud/N. Carter 
11:00am: L. Michaud/S. Nappi 

 
May 29th: 

9:00am: M. Carter/ N. Carter 
11:00am: L. Michaud/ S. Nappi 

 
June 5th: 

9:00am: A. Michaud/ M. Carter 
11:00am: /L. Michaud 

 
June 12th: 

9:00am: M. Carter/ N. Carter 
11:00am: / S. Nappi 

 
June 19th: 

9:00am: A. Michaud/ M. Carter 
11:00am: L. Michaud/S. Nappi 

 
June 26th: 

9:00am: M. Carter/ N. Carter 
11:00am: S. Nappi/ 

 

 
 

 

Saint Tobit the Righteous 
 


