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Saint Joseph Maronite Catholic Church 
 

Renewal 
of the Church 

 

November 12, 2023 
 

Welcome all visitors to the beautiful heritage of Antioch 
 

3 Appleton Street 
Waterville, Maine 04901 

Office Phone:  207-872-8515 
 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Fr. James Doran, KCHS 
Subdeacon:  Mr. Stephen Crate 

Website: http://www.sjmaronite.org 
e-mail:  MarYoussef3@outlook.com 

 
 

 

“Be zealous to assemble more frequently to celebrate Eucharist … for when you meet frequently, 
the powers of Satan are destroyed and danger from him is dissolved in the harmony of your faith.”1 

 

Qourboneh:  Sunday: (Vigil, Sat. 4:30pm) Sunday Morning 10:00a.m.;  Tues.—Fri. 9:00a.m.;  Sat. 10:00a.m. 
Sick Calls: To receive the Divine Eucharist and/or the Sacred Anointing, please call the rectory. 
Confessions:  One half-hour before the Sunday Liturgies and by appointment. 
Baptisms: Parents should refer to the website and then contact the parish through the parish e-mail address. 
Marriage: Please refer to the parish website and contact the parish a minimum 6 months before finalizing the date 
of your wedding. 
Mass Intentions: For specific dates requested, please submit at least two months in advance.  Recommended stipend: $15 
Monthly Memorials:  Sanctuary Candles $40; Altar Bread $35; Sacramental Wine $55 
Catechism:  Steve Crate, Director      Legion of Mary:  Sir Ira Mandel, KHS, President   Pastoral Council Chair:     
Choir:  Dame Marie Fefa Deeb, DSG, Director Emerita   Almoner: Ruth Lunn 
 

 

THIS DAY’S GOSPEL2 

Saint John 10: 22-42  
 

It was the Festival of Dedication in Jerusalem, 
and it was winter. 
 

 
1 Letter to the Ephesians, 6: 13,  Saint Ignatius of Antioch 
2 Based on The Syriac-English New Testament, Gorgias Press, New Jersey, 2020, ed. George A. Kiraz 

Jesus was walking in the Temple, 
in the Porch of Solomon, 
and the Jews came around Him 
and were asking Him, 
“How long will You keep us in suspense? 
If You are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 

http://www.sjmaronite.org/
mailto:MarYoussef3@outlook.com
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“I have told you,” Jesus answered them, 
“and you do not believe. 
The works that I do in the Name of My Father 
give testimony to Me. 
Yet you do not believe, 
because you are not of My sheep, 
as I have told you. 
My sheep hear My voice. 
I know them, and they follow Me 
I give them eternal life; 
they shall never perish, and no one may snatch 
them out of My hands. 
My Father, Who has given them to Me, 
is greater than all, 
and no one can snatch anything 
from out of His hand. 
I and My Father are one.” 
 
Once again, 
the Jews picked up stones to stone Him. 
 
Jesus said to them, 
“I have shown you many good works 
from My Father, 
for which of these do you stone Me?” 
And the Jews said to Him, 
“It is not for good works that we stone You, 
but because You speak blasphemy, 
since You, being a man, make Yourself God.” 
 
Jesus said to them, 
“Is it not written so in your Law: 
‘I have said you are gods’?3 
If He called them ‘gods’, 
since the word of God was with them – 
and Scripture cannot be nullified – 
is it because I have told you, 
‘I am the Son of God’, that you say, 
‘You speak blasphemy!’ to the One 
Whom the Father has sanctified, 
and sent into the world? 
If I am not doing the works of My Father, 
then do not believe Me. 

 
3 Psalm 82: 6 

But if I am doing them, 
even if you do not believe Me, 
believe the works themselves, 
so that you may know and believe 
that My Father is in Me and I in My Father.” 
 
And again, they tried to seize Him, 
but He escaped from out of their hands. 
 
Then He went across the Jordan, 
to the place where John had been before, 
when he was baptizing, 
and there He remained. 
 
Many people came to Him and were saying, 
“John did not perform even one sign, 
but everything John said about this Man 
is true!” 
 
And many believed in Jesus. 
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You will progress in understanding 

the Holy Scriptures 

only to the degree that you yourself 

have made progress 

through contact with them. 
 

St. Gregory the Great (AD 540-604)4 

 
 
ABOUNA’S REFLECTIONS 
 
 

Death, a supported departure 
 

Part II 
 
 
We all clean.  Some clean because things are dirty; 
some clean because their consciences are bad or ill 
at ease; and some clean because they seek to serve 
the Radiant and Luminous One, and this they do as 
their duty of state. 
 
We all have to clean so often, in fact, that it becomes 
tedious.  As often as we clean, things still become 
soiled once again.  At times, it all seems endless, 
and sometimes purposeless. 
 
We all must clean: physically, emotionally, 
psychologically, and spiritually.  Yet this 
“cleaning” must be on a more profound level – in 
the world of grace, redemption, and creation – 
where we encounter Christ the Physician of souls 

and bodies. 
 
It is in the Christ, that is, within the Church that is 
His Body, where we receive the salvific revelation 
and word of God.  This is why the apostolic Faith 
teaches that there is no salvation outside the 
Church.  The Sacraments in turn incorporate us 
fully into the Mystery of Redemption. 
 
The Eucharistic Christ, according to the teaching of 
Saint Augustine, is present to His entire Mystical 

 
4 Homily 1.7.8 “on Ezechiel” 
5 In our Syriac tradition, properly speaking, we call the 

Sacraments “Rozeh”, which is at origin an ancient Persian 
word signifying the carrying out of the emperor’s directives. 

Body in order to incorporate redeemed individuals 
into that Body.  The Eucharistic Christ then makes 
us live from that Eucharistic life and presence, 
which is the unfolding within us (and among us) of 
His saving Mystery. 
 
Incarnational, the sacramental Mysteries5 
encompass heaven and earth as they touch our 
lives and incorporate us into them.  God became 
man not to give us some ethereal non-descript form 
of Gospel, but one appropriate to the Incarnate 
God.  He came among us to touch our incarnate 
lives in all their details and to raise us up into the 
Heart of God.  The Gospel is perceivable to those 
who have ears to hear. 
 
The Sacraments are all extensions of the 
Incarnation.  They are realities that are 
simultaneously, like the Christ, both human and 
divine.  The Mysteries were instituted by Our Lord 
to incorporate us into Himself, to communicate 
redemptive grace, to heal the wounds of sin, and, 
ultimately, to bring salvation in union with the 
Unseen Father, the Creator and Redeemer of all, in 
the Beatific Vision.6 
 
Likewise, all the Sacraments are sources of healing 
because they are all sources of union with God.  
Our wounds and sins are obstacles to that union, 
so they must be “cleansed” and “removed” that we 
might discover and realize why we have been 
created.  The Sacraments make us be what we 
were meant to become from all eternity, and 
without them this is unrealizable. 
 
Vehicles of grace and holiness, the Rozeh heal 
because they elevate into God. 
 
The Mysteries reveal wisdom to our inner depths, 
and they mould our unruly passions to the divine 
order of virtue and beatitude. 
 
The Sacraments bring peace to disorder and 
restoration to that which has been lost. 
 

 
6 St. John 17 
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A treasure was discovered as the rectory was being 
cleaned in 2017.  In the attic was found a framed 
document dating from 1948, in the pontificate of 
Pope Pius XII.  This document records that the 
pope granted to all the members of the parish in 
1948 a plenary indulgence at the moment of death.  
This is an extraordinary gift.  The frame and 
document have been cleaned up as best possible 
(there was no glass covering it) and it now hangs in 
the front office of the rectory. 
 
Noting the date, it was granted at a time of full 
vigor in the parish and a couple years before the 
consecration of the church building itself.  While it 
is a seventy-year-old document it is worth noting 
as there are still faithful among us who were young 
or children in this parish in 1948, so this indulgence 
from the pontiff still applies to them. 
 
So, what has been granted? 
 
Every Catholic priest has by delegation from the 
pope the ability to grant what is called the 
“apostolic blessing” to any member of the faithful 
at the last moments of his life.  This is a blessing 
that is done in the name of the pope and brings 
with it a plenary indulgence granted to the 
individual at the moment of his death.  Nothing is 
required on the part of the dying person other than 
to have contrition for his sins and to call upon the 
mercy of Our Lord, invoking the Holy Name of 
“Jesus” (even if only mentally). 
 
As can be imagined, the priest is not always 
present in these last moments often due to the 
suddenness of death or inadvertence of those 
assisting the dying person.  This document of Pius 
XII then is precious in that it grants this indulgence 
to each person who was a member of the parish in 
1948 – with or without a priest being present before 
this person’s death – as a personal gift from the 
pope. 
 

The wording of the grant (dated June 3, 1948) is as 
follows:  
 

“… a plenary indulgence to be gained 
at the hour of death, on condition that, 

being truly sorry for their sins, 
even though unable to confess them 

and to receive the holy Viaticum, 
they shall at least invoke with their lips or heart 

the Holy Name of Jesus.” 
 

Among men, at any given moment, there are more 
of us dead than alive.  There may be billions of 
people alive on earth at this moment, but there 
have been many billions more who have preceded 
us in death. 
 
Death is a departure that each of us must make at 
some point.  May the mercy of God surround each 
of us at that moment. 
 
Next week, in part three, we will consider another 
support at death, for the very weak, seriously ill, 
and the old, one that is perhaps better known: the 
strengthening and purification that takes place in 
the Holy Rozoh of Anointing. 
 
 

 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS 
 

RENEWAL OF THE CHURCH 
November 12, 2023 

 

Heb 9: 11-15  St. John 10: 22-42 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT TO ZECHARIAH 
November 19, 2023 

 

Rom 4: 13-25  St. Luke 1: 1-25 
 

 
 

After the Divine Mysteries, 
at 10:00am, 

there is a gathering in the 
parish hall for coffee and freshly 

baked muffins on the second 
and fourth Sunday of each 

month, October through May. 
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Schedule of Leaders 
for the Recitation of the Rosary 

at 9:30 am on the first, third, 
and fifth Sundays of each month: 

 
Sun   Nov  19  Jeanne Thomas 
Sun   Dec   3  Diane Wyder 
Sun   Dec 17  Ira Mandel 
Sun   Dec 31  Jody Lachance 
Sun   Jan  7  Lorenzo Michaud 
Sun   Jan  21  Suzanne Paré 
Sun   Feb    4   Patrick Carter 
 

 

 
 

 

Grant them health, and raise them up 

from their illness, and make them 

to have perfect health of body and soul 

and strengthen them in spirit; 

for Thou art our Savior and Benefactor, 

the Lord of lords and Weaver of crowns, 

Thou art Lord and King of all.  Amen 
 

Those for whom we pray:  Maeve Coughlin, 
Nancy Fairfield, Mary, Joseph, and Doreen Nader, 
Ruth Lunn, Joyce Black, Stephen Michaud, Dame 

Fefa, Paula Mitchell, Sheila Bonenfant, Gareth 
Belton, Katrina Nappi, Holly Perron, Christian 

Disuag, Daja Gombojav, Margaret Mae Lambert, 
Mary Morin, Larry Grard, Sarah Grace Misner-

Elias, Barbara Joseph, Sally Derosby, Tala Poulin, 
Richard Karter, Rita Hikel, and all those who may 
suffer from illness, disease, want, or depression. 

 

 
 

 
7 St. Luke 2: 10-11 

 
VOCATION ICON 

 

“Request therefore the Lord of the harvest to send 
forth laborers into His harvest.” St. Matthew 9: 38 
 

Sun Nov                12       Dean & MaryAnn Carter 
Sun Nov                19             Steve & Allison Crate 
Sun      Nov                26             Anne Marie Mathieu 
Sun Dec                   3                           Suzanne Paré 
Sun Dec                 10        Daja Gombojav & Family 
Sun Dec                 17         Ira & Catherine Mandel 
Sun Dec                 24                     Maureen Martin 

 
 

 
 

Annuntio 
vobis 

gaudium 
magnum 7

 
 

 

Beginning with the First Sunday 

of the Season of Announcements, 

on the Announcement to Zechariah, 

arriving this year on November 19th, 

we will return to a single Mass 

on Sunday mornings at 10:00am. 
 

 

Note your calendars 

and plan accordingly. 
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The sanctuary lamp for November 
has been donated in memory of Lucas Thomas 

by Mom, Dad, and Jack 
 

 
 

May she receive light, peace, and joy 

in the fulness of the Kingdom 
 

 
INTENTIONS FOR THE QOURBONEH (MASSES) 

        
Sun 12 9:00am Parishioners of Saint Joseph   
         

  11:00am  †Patricia Thomas 
    (Nicole and Michelle) 
      

Mon 13 --------------------- 
  

Tue 14 †David Nicholas 
   (Mary Nicholas) 
    

Wed 15  †Lucas Thomas 
   (Aunt Pam & Uncle Dan) 
         

Thu 16 †Lucas Thomas 
   (Suzanne Paré) 
       

Fri 17 Sava Nappi 
   (Abouna) 
 

Sat 18 10:00  †Joan Gottardi 
    (Donna-Jo Mitchell) 
      

  4:00pm  Ramsho and Sunday Vigil 
   Announcement to Zechariah 

     Private intention 
 

Sun 19 10:00am Parishioners of Saint Joseph   
         

Mon 20 --------------------- 
  

Tue 21 Filomena Renay Trosten 
   (Abouna) 
     

Wed 22  Nicholas Family 
   (Mary Nicholas) 
         

Thu 23 †Charlotte Iserbyte 
   (Mary Nicholas) 
       

Fri 24 †Joe & Rachel Salazar 
   (Suzanne Paré) 
 

Sat 25 10:00  Arnie Filipi 
    (Michael Eagan) 
      

   4:30pm  Sunday Vigil 
     Private intention 
 

Sun 26 10:00am Parishioners of Saint Joseph   
         

Mon 27 --------------------- 
  

Tue 28 †Darrell Mitchell 
   (Donna-Jo Mitchell) 
    

Wed 29  †Marie M. Arbour 
   (Suzanne Paré) 
         

Thu 30 Sara & Younes Younes 
         

Fri 1 Michael Martin 
   (Maureen Martin) 
 

Sat 2 10:00  Nicholas Family 
    (Mary Nicholas) 
      

   4:30pm  Sunday Vigil 
     Private intention 
 

 

Servers of the Divine Altar 
 

November 19th: 
10:00am: Lorenzo Michaud / Patrick Carter 

 

November 26th: 
10:00am:  Nathanael Carter / Rocco Nappi 

 

December 3rd: 
10:00am: Michael Carter / River Gombojav 

 

December 10th: 
10:00am: Lorenzo Michaud / Ihbeleg Gombojav 

 

December 17th: 
10:00am: Rocco Nappi / Michael Carter 

 

December 24th: 
10:00am:  Nathanael Carter / River Gombojav 

 

December 25th: 
10:00 am:  Patrick Carter  /  Ihbeleg Gombojav 

 

December 31st: 
10:00am:  Rocco Nappi / Michael Carter 
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LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS 
 

(Budgeted weekly: $3,500.00) 
 

Regular Collection Last Week:  $1,791.00 
 

(Running Budget Deficit, 2023:  $47,123.00)8 
__________________________________________________ 

 

Second Sunday each month is a second collection 
to cover our monthly fuel-oil costs. 

 

This month’s fuel collection to date:  $5.009 
__________________________________________ 

 

Please remember to sustain the apostolic work 
of this parish through regular contributions. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
8 Deficit 2019: $72,270.59 / Deficit 2020: $34,473.00 / Deficit 
2021: $35,178.00 / Deficit 2022: $29,423.00 

 

 
 

The standing apostolic meeting of the Praesidium 
Mary, Queen of the Clergy 

is at 10:30am each Friday in Saint Jude’s chapel. 
All Legionaries must attend 

and all Auxiliaries are invited to do so. 
 

All men and women, practicing Catholics, being 
called by the Holy Mother of God into this work of 
Catholic Action and Marian Apostolate may 
acquire more information from Ira Mandel, its 
president, or from its vice-president, Daja 

Gombojav. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 Jan: $670.00 / Feb: $345.00 / March: $729.00 / April: $30.00 / 

May: $444.00 / June: $405.00 / July: $422.00 / August: $548.00 
/ September: $260.00 / October: $587.00.  Our annual propane 
costs for the kitchen: $800.00. 
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ܽܘܢ!  Priest: ܫܠܳܡܳܐ ܠܟܽܠܟ 
Shlomoh l’koulkhoun! 

 

(literally:  Peace [be] to all you!) 
 

ܥܰܡ ܪܽܘܚܳܐ ܕܺܝܠܳܟ!ܘ  :People 
w’am rouHoh deelokh! 

 

(literally:  and with spirit your!) 
 

 

 
Renewal of the Church 

 

p. 7 
 
 

Lighting of the Church: LB  p 5 
Jesus Christ, O Source of Light 

 
 

Entrance Hymn: LB  fsheeto  p 
 

Glory: SB  al majdu 
 

Qolo/Hymn: LB  toobaik ‘eedto  p 
 
 

Creed p 748 
 
 

PRE-ANAPHORA: 
Transfer of Gifts:  LB  The Lord Reigns 
 

Incense Hymn Offertory:  SB  l’maryam yoldat 
 
 

ANAPHORA: 
The Twelve Apostles:  p 754 
 

Sign of Peace:  SB  tou ba 
 

Communion: SB  Father of Truth; 
Aboun d’b’shmayo 

 

Recessional:  SB  Alleluia 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Confessor 
 
 

November 17th   


