
Nineth Sunday of Pentecost
July 15, 2018

Saint Joseph
Maronite

Catholic Church

3 Appleton Street
Waterville, ME 04901

Office Phone: 207-872-8515

Pastor:  Rev. Fr. James Doran
Subdeacon:  Mr. Stephen Crate

website: http://www.sjmaronite.org
e-mail: stjoesinmaine@yahoo.com

“For us, the men and women of the East are a symbol of the Lord Who comes again.” Orientale Lumen,
John Paul II

Qoorboneh (Masses): Saturday 4:00 p.m.; Sunday 10:00 a.m.; Tues. – Fr. 9:00 a.m. in the St. Jude Chapel
The Miraculous Medal and the St. Jude Novenas are on Tuesday following the 9 a.m. Liturgy

Sick Calls: To receive the Eucharist and/or the Anointing of the Sick, please call the rectory. 
Confessions: One half-hour before weekend Liturgies and by appointment.
Baptisms: Parents should refer to the website and then contact the parish through the parish e-mail address.
Marriage: Please refer to the parish website and contact the parish a minimum 6 months before finalizing the 

date of your wedding.
Mass Intentions: For specific dates requested, please submit three months in advance.  Recommended stipends:  

weekday intentions $10; weekend intentions $15
Monthly Memorials:  Sanctuary Candles $20; Altar Bread $25; Wine $45
____________
Choir Director: Fefa Deeb   Parish Secretary: Paula Mitchell   Catechists: Lenore Boles, Director & K-1st; Jane Lee, 2nd; 
Shana Page, 3-5th    Parish Council: Sheila Bonenfant, Lisa Grard, Lowell Hawes, Rosanna Joseph, David Lee, Ruth 
Lunn, Kevin Michaud, Paula Mitchell, Elizabeth Wilson   Ex-officio council members: Subdeacon Steve Crate; Lenore 
Boles, Catechism; Shana Page, Rosary Sodality; Larry Mitchell, Knights of Columbus

THIS DAY’S EPISTLE     2 Corinthians 5:20 – 6:10

We are ambassadors for Christ, as if God were appealing
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin 
who did not know sin, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in him.
Working together, then, we appeal to you not to receive 
the grace of God in vain. For he says:

In an acceptable time I heard you, 
and on the day of salvation I helped you (Is 49:8).

Behold, now is a very acceptable time; bhold, now is the 
day of salvation. We cause no one to stumble in 
anything, in order that no fault may be found with our 
ministry; on the contrary, in everything we commend 
ourselves as ministers of God, through much endurance, 
in afflictions, hardships, constraints, beatings, 
imprisonments, riots, labors, vigils, fasts; by purity, 
knowledge, patience, kindness, in a holy spirit, in 
unfeigned love, in truthful speech, in the power of God; 
with weapons of righteousness at the right and at the left;
through glory and dishonor, insult and praise. We are 
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treated as deceivers and yet are truthful; as unrecognized 
and yet acknowledged; as dying and behold we live; as 
chastised and yet not put to death; as sorrowful yet 
always rejoicing; as poor yet enriching many; as having 
nothing yet possessing all things.

A heartfelt thanks to you all for the beautiful 
weekend in celebration of my thirtieth anniversary 
of priestly ordination.  The bishop was pleased by 
his short time among us.  Your generosity in time, 
organization and gifts has been touching and the 
faith you have shown deeply edifying.

May the God of all goodness reward you each
with grace and blessing

for the kindness you have shown
to His servant.

REFLECTIONS ON THE MASSABKI BROTHERS  

(July 10) Towards the end of the XIII century, there lived in
Damascus a married Maronite priest named Ya'qoub. This 
priest lived with his family in "Masback el barrani," a 
quarter of Damascus. The Damascans, who highly 
respected this "zealous and honorable" priest, gave his 
descendants the last name of "Massabki," for the name of 
the quarter in which he lived.

In 1293, Father Ya'qoub was ordained Bishop of Damascus,
but persecution forced him to flee the city, along with other 
Maronite families, and to take refuge in Cyprus where the 
respected Prelate died, mourning the death of his son 
Francis, massacred at Zabadani (Syria). In the XV century, 
his sons and grandsons returned to Damascus where they 
were known by the name of "Massabki."

Ne'meh Massabki A man of the faith, Ne'meh raised his 
children in the fear of the Lord. He had four boys: Francis, 
Abdul Mohti, Raphael-who shed their blood for their faith-
and Father Abdallah; and two girls, Mary and Martha.

Francis Ne'meh Massabki Francis married Elizabeth Chiha, 
who gave birth to three boys and five girls. Francis was a 
tall, handsome man with clear eyes, gentle and humble, but 
with a strong will in the face of difficulty. He wore the 
dress (gunbaz) that was in the style of his time and covered 
his head with a large black turban.

He was a generous man. His vast home was open to 
everybody, particularly foreigners and pilgrims. Francis 
possessed fabulous wealth, acquired through untiring toil 
and integrity in business: he was involved in the sale of 
natural silk. The Lebanese entrusted their products to him, 
which he then sold in Syria and elsewhere. He was charged 
with attending to the spiritual and material affairs of the 
Maronite Patriarch in Syria.

Before going about his business, Francis said his morning 
prayers with his family, attended Liturgy, and took 
communion. He was always at the disposal of the priests in 
his community, devoting his time and money to them. His 
magnanimity and his generosity were not limited to his 
family and fellow churchgoers. His popularity went beyond 
the Syrian borders, and in Lebanon, it was told, they 
announced his arrival from village to village by tolling 
bells.

Abdel Mohti Ne'meh Massabki Thin and slender, Abdel 
Mohti preferred solitude. He lived with his wife and 
children in his brother Francis's house. Abdel Mohti spent 
his life raising and educating his children. His teachings 
were impregnated with a deep faith and true piety. One of 
his students testified that Abdel Mohti would often repeat to
them: "The Christian must always be ready to spill his 
blood for the love of Christ, and that man's greatest joy is to
receive the grace of martyrdom."

Abdel Mohti attended the Holy Sacrament each day and 
fasted all of Lent, without tasting even oil. He observed all 
holy days and religious ceremonies and taught his children 
the psalms and religious chants. In church, Abdel Mohti 
kneeled directly on the ground, erect, without leaning, and 
stayed thus throughout each Liturgy. His knees, according 
to his student George, became hard and callous.
Tired of his teaching career, he went into business; but his 
delicate conscience forced him to close shop for fear of 
"deceiving his customers." From that day forward, he 
dedicated his life to prayer and meditation.

Raphael Ne'meh Massabki Raphael was short, feeble-
bodied, black-eyed, and simple-hearted. Devout, he prayed 
to the Virgin Mary with a pure and filial heart; he often 
turned to her in his business dealings. Raphael was humble. 
He lived a poor bachelor, but rich in the love of God, and 
received the grace of martyrdom with his brothers.

In 1860, Ahmed Pasha ruled Syria. A sectarian tyrant, 
nothing would prevent him from achieving his ends.

July 9 of that year, by a special and secret order, Ahmed 
Pasha's henchmen traced crosses in the streets of Damascus 
and made it known that the "Children of the Christians" 
were the authors. Spirits were troubled and reprisals were 
unleashed. Fear permeated the Christian quarters. The 
trouble was distasteful to honest Muslims, and with the 
Council of Powers, they demanded of Ahmed to put an end 
to the trouble for the peace of the inhabitants and the safety 
of peoples' lives. So Ahmed sent his emissaries to imprison 
some Christians charged with "disturbing the public peace,"
and then quickly released them.

At sundown, the governor gave the order to his agents, with
the help of some hoodlums, to go in to the streets and start 
fires. Having arrived in front of the Orthodox Church, they 
set it afire after a bloody massacre. The fire spread, and 
theft and plundering rampaged through house after house. 
On the morning of July 10, the Christians were massacred, 
their houses destroyed and their goods stolen. The survivors
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took refuge in the citadel, aided by the great Emir Abdel-
Kader of Algeria, and by several Muslims.

Around 8 o'clock in the evening, while fire took hold of the 
Orthodox Christian quarters, Francis, Abdel Mohti, and 
Raphael were at home. Fearing the furor and ferocity of the 
massacres, they left their wives and children and headed for
the Franciscan convent.

At 11 o'clock, the Mission Superior closed and barricaded 
the doors, and invited the refugees into the church. After the
litany, the Fathers heard confession and gave communion to
all of the devoted present. From the church, they climbed to
the convent terrace; only Francis remained kneeling before 
the altar of the Sorrowful Mother.

At one hour past midnight, the slaughterers infiltrated the 
house by a secret door shown to them by Hassan Allaf, the 
house manager. Some refugees took flight. Ahmed's agents 
seized the Superior who promised to show them the hiding 
place of a treasure. They followed him in delirious joy. The 
Father descended into the church, lighted two candelabras, 
opened the tabernacle, and swallowed the Blessed Hosts. 
He was killed upon the altar. Francis remained kneeling 
before the Virgin. Ahmed's agents recognized him. They 
advanced towards him and said: "Sheik Abdallah has sent 
us to save you from death; you, your brothers, your 
families, and all those who depend upon you for protection, 
on the condition that you deny your faith and convert to 
Islam." Francis responded calmly: "Sheik Abdallah can take
the money I lent him, he can also take my life; but my faith,
no one can make me deny. I am a Maronite Christian and 
on the faith of Christ, I will die."

"We will kill you," they cried. "I will be with my Lord." 
Francis then began a prayer, which he finished in heaven. 
The slaughterers massacred him with swords, hatchets, and 
daggers.

Abdel Mohti was on the church terrace, when the convent 
fell into the hands of the assassins. He ran to the church to 
take refuge near his brother, but at the chapel door, he was 
seized and asked to deny his faith in order to enter Islam. 
His life would be spared. In a clear voice, he proclaimed: "I 
am a Christian, kill me, I am ready." Daggers and hatchets 
severed his body and he fell at the church door.

As for Raphael, he was hiding in a corner of the convent. 
They found him and propositioned him: "become a Muslim,
you will be saved." Raphael fell to his knees and appealed 
to the Holy Virgin. He was beheaded and trampled.

Once the calm had returned, witnesses assure, the three 
martyred brothers were buried with the Franciscan Priests, 
martyrs for their faith.

Sixty years passed from the time of the heroic death of the 
three Massabki brothers. God then allowed the revival of 
their memory. In accordance with the Patriarch, the 
Apostolic Nuncio, and the community Bishops, Msgr. 
Chemaly, Maronite archbishop of Damascus, addressed a 
letter to the Vatican imploring the Holy Father to join the 
beatification of the three Maronite martyrs to that of their 

companions, the Franciscan Priests: "It was on the same 
date" said he, "and for the same faith, that they gave their 
lives." The letter also begged the Holy Father to pay 
particular attention to this request, so that the beatification 
of the three martyrs would be a source of grace for the 
Damascus community and a rebirth of Christian life in the 
hearts of the Eastern faithful. This letter aroused particular 
interest in Pius XI, who ordered Msgr. Salotti to attend to 
the matter without delay. On May 10, Msgr. Chemaly 
received a letter from Msgr. Salotti, requesting documents 
and testimonials of the martyrdom of the Massabkis.

A telegram provided the requisite assurances to Msgr. 
Salotti, who arrived in Beirut September 6. The Committee 
began studying the documents and interrogating several 
witnesses. Three days later, the Committee returned to 
Damascus where they heard the deposition of Sir Nicholas 
Kadi and the testimony of several noteworthy Damascans. 
To conclude the study, it heard the testimony of the 
Maronite Vicar of Damascus, Father Abraham Massabki. 
Before returning to Rome, Msgr. Salotti confided to Msgr. 
Chemaly: "If I die on the way, your martyrs' cause will not 
perish."On October 7 1926, His Holiness Pius XI 
proclaimed the beatification of the three brothers."By the 
power of these lines are named Most Blessed Martyrs the 
servants of God Francis, Abdel Mohti, and Raphael 
Massabki, Maronites of Damascus…and we hereby permit 
the display of their relies before all the devout, and the 
celebration, on their day of remembrance, of the Liturgy of 
the Martyrs.

Taken from Pentalogie Antiocienne/domaine Maronite by
Y.Moubarac

SCHEDULE OF READINGS

NINTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST  
July 15, 2018

II COR 5: 20-6: 10               ST. LUKE 4: 14-21  

TENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST   
July 22, 2018

I Cor 12: 1-11 St. Matthew 12: 22-32
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VOCATION ICON   

“Request therefore the Lord of the harvest to send 
forth laborers into His harvest.” St. Matthew 9:38

Sun July 15 Chris & Diane Wyder
Sat July 21 Jim & Lenore Boles
Sun July 29 Bruce & Doreen White
Sun Aug Larry and Paula Mitchell
Sun Aug 12  Lowell & Mary Hawes
Sun Aug 19 Larry & Lisa Grard

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS  

Regular Collection: $1,954

Blessed be the Merciful One Who gives us the
ability

to sustain this apostolate.

INTENTIONS FOR THE QURB  ONEH  (  MASSES  )  
           

Sun 15 †Susan Mitchell
(Dave & Sandy Violette)

Mon 16 ---------------------

Tue 17 †Susan Mitchell
(Fefa Deeb)

Wed 18 †Theresa Casavant
(Pam & Dan Casavant)

-- Catholic Extension Society & Donors

Thu 19 †Susan Mitchell
(Jean Thomas and Family)

-- Catholic Extension Society & Donors

Fri 20 Catholic Extension Society & Donors

Sat 21 †Marion Maroon
(Scott Maroon)

Sun 22 For the members of the Parish

Mon 23 ---------------------

Tue 24 †Mr. & Mrs. Sam Maroon
(Stephen Maroon)

-- Catholic Extension Society & Donors

Grant them health, and raise them up
from their illness and make them

to have perfect health of body and soul
and strengthen them in spirit;

for Thou art the Savior and Benefactor,
the Lord of lords and Weaver of crowns,

Thou art Lord and King of all.  Amen

Those for whom we pray: Jerry Fortin, Doreen Nader, 
Tala Poulin, Virginia Poulin, Beverly Rideout, Paul 
Laverdiere, and Marie Lessard.

Eighth Sunday of Pentecost
“B”   p 492

Lighting of the Church: LB* p 5   
Jesus Christ, O Source of Light

Entrance Hymn: LB  Bkhoov   200B

Glory: SB glory

Qolo/Hymn: LB shareero 201A

Creed p 748

PRE-ANAPHORA  :
Transfer of Gifts:  LB  The Lord Reigns
Incense Hymn:  SB p 3  #8   ikbal 

ANAPHORA  : 
Xxxxxxx: LB p xxx

Sign of Peace:  SB too ba

Communion: SB O Body of Our Savior & Here I am, 
Lord

Recessional:  SB Glorious in Majesty

 *LB=Liturgical Book   SB=Song Book
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