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This introduction is based on the Arabic original, but does not include information which is specific only
to the Arabic translation of the lectionary. The introduction also refers to “introductions” to the readings
which have not been included in the English translation of the lectionary. This current volume has been
prepared using the NRSV translation.
The traditional Maronite Divine Liturgy contains two scriptural readings: one taken from the epistles of
Saint Paul and the other from the gospels. In the first attempt at reforming the Lectionary, in 1993, it was
expanded to include scriptural readings from other books in the New Testament. One of the new features
of this current translation is the new choice of Scriptural readings.
After numerous meetings to establish parameters and fundamentals of the Maronite Liturgical year, the
Liturgical and Writings Committees distributed the scriptural readings in the following manner. The first
scriptural readings on Sundays and Feast Days are taken exclusively from the epistles of Saint Paul, while
the weekday readings are taken from other books of the New Testament (excluding the gospels), as well as
from the epistles of Saint Paul. The second reading is always taken from one of the four gospels. The committees also decided to keep the traditional scriptural readings for Sundays and Feasts, while reorganizing
the liturgical year in a new way. The traditional readings are retained in the new lectionary for the Seasons
of Announcement, the Glorious Birth, the Sundays and weekdays of Great Lent and Passion Week. For the
other seasons of the liturgical year, Epiphany, Glorious Resurrection, Pentecost and Holy Cross, the readings are organized in a new way. Thus, each Sunday has its particular scriptural reading within an overall
plan established for the entire liturgical year. For the weekday readings, the liturgical committee based its
choice of scriptural readings, for the most part, on a principle of continuous reading, choosing readings
consistent with those of the previous Sunday. The committee also preserved the traditional scriptural readings for the feasts of saints and general memorials.
In summary, the revised lectionary for the Maronite Divine Liturgy contains numerous new features. The
most important of which are the new Arabic translation, the new choices of scriptural readings for certain
sections of the liturgical year, the introductions and explanations, table of contents and a calendar of feasts
and memorials. Due to the importance of the Scriptures within the Divine Liturgy and its fundamental
relationship to the Eucharistic celebration, a few questions are answered below, in an effort to enrich the
understanding of this new lectionary.
1. What is the relationship between the Holy Scriptures and the Eucharistic celebration?
An essential relationship exists between the Eucharistic celebration, which is the memorial of the death
and resurrection of the Lord, and the proclamation of the Holy Scriptures in the assembly gathered to
celebrate the Eucharist. The Holy Scriptures are the history of salvation, from the beginning to the end
– creation, the covenant, the incarnation, the redeeming death and resurrection, and the foretelling of the
second coming. The Eucharistic celebration lives out as mystery and reality what is proclaimed in the
Scriptures. The Holy Scriptures recount the story and the Eucharistic celebration is its realization. The
Eucharistic prayer is one of thanksgiving to God for the economy of salvation, and the Scriptures are the
proclamation of this salvific plan of God. The Eucharist is the work of the Holy Spirit within the Church,
overshadowing and consecrating the offerings and sanctifying the congregation which presents them.
The Holy Scriptures are the work of the same Holy Spirit, inspiring those who composed them and those
who interpret and explain them today. Finally, both the Eucharist and the Holy Scriptures are the spiritual
nourishment of the Church, given within and to the community. Neither can be understood except within
and through the Church.
It is not by mere chance that the two principle parts of the Divine Liturgy, the first revolving around the
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Scriptures and the second around the Eucharist, are similar in meaning and content. From the beginning,
the Church joined the proclamation of the Scriptures to the celebration of the Eucharist in one assembly,
the Divine Liturgy, still celebrated in the same way today. Early Christians did not celebrate the Divine
Liturgy without proclaiming the Scriptures. In the middle of the second century, Justin Martyr wrote a
description of the Divine Liturgy: “They read the memoirs of the apostles and the books of the prophets,
as long as time permits. Then, when the reader has ceased, the priest presiding over the congregation
preaches, teaches and exhorts to the imitation of these good things. Afterwards, bread and wine and water
are brought; prayers of thanksgiving are offered… then communion.” There is a connection between this
form of prayer and the original Paschal feast. The Jews, after reading the book of Exodus and listening
to the way their ancestors were freed from the bonds of slavery in Egypt and how they crossed into the
Promised Land through the Sinai Desert and a description of the proper manner in which to eat the Paschal
lamb, then partook of the traditional meal. In the same way, Jesus and his disciples celebrated the Last
Supper, instituting the Mystery of the Eucharist. Following his commandment, the early Christian community continued to celebrate the Eucharist, the living memorial of the death and resurrection of the Lord,
as we continue to do today. Therefore, the relationship between the proclamation of the Scriptures and
the Eucharist goes back to the Last Supper. To summarize, the Eucharist and the Sacred Scriptures renew
and sanctify the community. Both are the work of the Holy Spirit. The Eucharist ties the members of the
community to one another. The Scriptures are most effectively proclaimed within the community, as they
are given to the community by God and cannot be understood except within and through the Church. For
these and other reasons, the Eucharist and the Scriptures are joined into one service for the single goal of
renewing and living out the Mystery of salvation, in order for the Kingdom of the Lord to come.
2. Why are the readings within the Liturgy taken only from Saint Paul’s letters and the gospels?
To better address this question, it is necessary to return to the history of the use of Scripture within the
Maronite Divine Liturgy. In the first period, the first Christian millennium, the Maronite Church did not
have a particular lectionary. However, some readings were chosen out of the Old and New Testaments for
proclamation on Sundays and Feasts. Furthermore, the daily celebration of the Divine Liturgy is new to
the Maronite Church, dating only to the 18th century, at which point the Church had to select daily readings. In the first millennium, scriptural readings were chosen for the celebration of the Divine Mysteries
on great feasts, Sundays, and the memorial of some saints; the Rabbula Gospels, from 586 AD, provides
proof of this. In the text of the Scripture, the name of the feast or Sunday on which it was to be read was
inserted. In the twelfth or thirteenth century, an index was added to the Rabbula Gospels, showing the feast
days and Sundays and their corresponding readings. It is clear from studying the texts of other Eastern and
Syriac Churches that the Maronites used to proclaim readings from both the Old and New Testaments.
In the second period, from the year 1000AD to 1592 AD (the year in which the first edition of the Divine
Liturgy was printed), the Maronites used to gather to pray morning prayer before the celebration of the
Divine Liturgy on Sundays and feasts. At the end of prayer they used to read from the Holy Scriptures,
three readings after evening prayer and two or three during morning prayer. The Gospel was proclaimed
during the Divine Liturgy. Many texts testify to this, the most important of which is the “Reesh Qeryan”
(originally the Fereesh Qeryan, or “chosen readings”). This document was a collection of selected readings from the Old and New Testaments (excluding the gospels), containing readings to be proclaimed
during morning and evening prayer, not during the Divine Liturgy. This manuscript is dated to 1242AD,
composed in Bqarqasha (Northern Lebanon) and printed by Fr. Youhanna Tabet. Readings for the Divine
Liturgy only appear for Thursday of the Mysteries and Sunday of the Glorious Resurrection. Eight readings were assigned for Easter Sunday, six from the Old Testament and two from the New Testament,
excluding the gospel. During this period, the Scripture readings for the Divine Liturgy were chosen only
from the epistles of Saint Paul and the gospels, while the readings for morning and evening prayer were

3

chosen from both the Old and New Testaments.
Some other important information regarding the development of the use of Scripture within the Divine
Liturgy should be kept in mind. There is no evidence of a principled rejection of the Old Testament and the
non-Pauline epistles in the New Testament. Rather, these Scriptures, as the Reesh Qeryan testifies, were
used during morning and evening prayer, rather than during the Divine Liturgy. Furthermore, in services
older than the Divine Liturgy, yet following the same basic format as the Eucharistic liturgy, i.e., the rite
of Myron on Thursday of the Mysteries and the consecration of baptismal waters, mention is made to all
of the books of Scripture. In a manuscript of the consecration of baptismal water dating to 1411 AD, 33
readings from Scripture are used in the service. Furthermore, the blessing given during the Divine Liturgy
provides evidence that readings other than from Saint Paul and the gospels were part of the Eucharistic
liturgy. The reader, before proclaiming a reading from one of Saint Paul’s epistles, asks for the blessing of
the celebrant, who responds, “Glory to the Lord of Paul, the prophets and the apostles, may God’s mercy
be upon the readers and the hearers…” The use of the plural (“readers”) indicates more than one reader
and the mention of “the Lord of the prophets and apostles” indicates that, like Saint Paul, the writings of
these prophets and apostles were also present in the Eucharistic liturgy. Finally, the Eucharistic liturgies of
the Eastern and Western Syriac Churches (which share similar origins with the Maronite Church) contain
multiple Scriptural readings – the Eastern Syriac Church proclaims two readings from both the Old and
New Testaments, while the Western Syriac Church has six total readings, three from the Old and three
from the New Testament. Over time, within the Maronite tradition, these other readings dropped out and
only those from Saint Paul and the gospels remained part of the Divine Liturgy.
In yet a third period, from 1592-1992AD further development takes place. In the Divine Liturgy printed
in 1592AD, thirty readings in Syriac, only from the gospels, are present, to be proclaimed on Sundays and
feasts. In the second edition of the Divine Liturgy, printed in 1716AD, the Scriptures were expanded from
thirty to one hundred-three, including seven from the epistles of Saint Paul. These epistles were in Syriac,
as were the first seven gospel readings; the others were in Arabic. A lectionary composed by Jourmanous
Farhat, bishop of the Eparchy of Aleppo (also cofounder of the Lebanese Maronite Order and the Aleppo
Maronite Order, today known as the Mariamites) accompanied the fourth edition of the liturgy, printed
in 1816AD. This lectionary contained daily scriptural readings taken from the gospels and the epistles of
Saint Paul. Bishop Farhat had, of his own initiative, translated the gospels and epistles of Saint Paul from
Syriac into Arabic, assigning specific readings to be proclaimed during the Divine Liturgy for Sundays,
feasts and weekdays. Although this was an individual effort on the part of Bishop Farhat, the lectionary
was used throughout the Maronite Church, and, in 1816AD, the gospel readings were appended to the
book of the Divine Liturgy. Later that same year, a separate book containing the epistles was printed at the
monastery of St. Anthony in Kozhaya, by the Lebanese Maronite Order. Today’s lectionaries are based on
this work of 1816AD, including the corrections of Bishop Youssef Dibs from 1897 and 1908AD. It was
not until 1896AD that the first book of the epistles was printed in Arabic. Afterwards, the owners of many
publishing houses, including that of Youssef Sferi, printed the lectionary in Arabic, despite a Synodal decision prohibiting its printing.
In the rites of the Maronite Church, found in separate books used for the celebration of ritual prayers outside of the Divine Liturgy, Scriptural readings known as Reesh Qeryan, or “prophecies” are found. These
rites contain readings from the Acts of the Apostles and the gospels and were printed for the first time in
Rome in 1703AD, based upon the Arabic work of Fr. Antonios Al Sihyouni from 1611AD. In 1841AD,
the book Reesh Qeryan was printed in Kozhaya. It contains, as mentioned above, readings from both the
Old and New Testaments, giving five readings (excluding the gospel) for each feast: three readings from
the Old Testament, one from the epistles of Saint Paul and one more from the other books of the New
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Testament.
3. Who proclaims these readings? Are there people assigned to this function?
The presence of multiple readings, three from the Old Testament and three from the New Testament mirrors the ranks of the minor and major orders. This gives further testimony to the specific function of each
of these within the church. The minor orders, today, consist of the reader and the subdeacon and the major
orders are that of Deacon, Archdeacon (also known as the Epistolary and Gospel deacons, respectively),
Priest and Bishop.
The rite of ordination to the Order of Readers clearly assigns to the ordained the ministry of reading. The
Bishop scrutinizes the candidate asking him to read aloud from the prophet Ezekiel. The candidate is then
presented to the Bishop who imposes his hand upon his head, elevating him to the Order of Readers, vesting him with the stole of the reader, and, finally, orders him to read aloud from the prophet Isaiah, showing the importance of the Order of Readers. The reader ought to know how to read, not as a student in a
classroom, but as a reader in the Church, which has its proper ways and techniques, different from other
forms of public reading, like reading the news on television. It is, rather, a chanted proclamation with an
appropriate posture and rhythm. It is required that the reader have a good voice, be able to proclaim the
reading in a good tune and with a clear accent, having an appropriate posture so as to be enjoyable to listen
to. The Word enters the heart through the ear and, therefore, reading the Scriptures is a ministry and a service within the Church. Its special place is recognized by the fact that there exists an ordination particular
to this function. The fifth century book “Ahd Arrub” says the following about the Order of Readers: “The
reader stands immaculate, meek, wise, experienced, educated, full of wisdom, righteous and prudent to be
eligible for a higher order. He is first given the book before the congregation on Sunday. The laying on of
hands does not happen now. He listens to the Bishop saying, ‘N. you whom Christ called to be the minister
of his word, be cautious, and be diligent to be an expert in this field and in the holy order.’”
The subdeacon reads from the Acts of the Apostles. For this reason, the Bishop hands the newly ordained
a copy of the Acts of the Apostles after having ordained him and listed his functions in the church. The
Deacon, or “Epistolary Deacon”, is so-called because he reads from the epistles of Saint Paul. At the end
of his ordination, the bishop presents him the censer and the epistles of Saint Paul. The functions of the
Deacon differ in the various traditions within the Church; however, within the Maronite tradition, the
reading of the gospel is reserved to the presider or the Archdeacon, who is often the Bishop’s Eparchial
Administrator or vicar.
The Archdeacon, or “Gospel Deacon”, has a specific ordination. The bishop presents the book of the gospels to the newly ordained, who then processes within the church with it and reads from it. The bishop
then presents him a pastoral staff representing his authority over the deacons of the eparchy. The Presbyter
(priest) is the minister of the Eucharist and the assistant to the bishop. He presides over the celebrations of
the Mysteries in the absence of the bishop and is responsible for proclaiming and interpreting the gospels.
The presbyter can assign the Archdeacon to proclaim the gospel reading in Syriac but he, the presbyter,
is responsible for translating it to the vernacular and interpreting it. Finally, the bishop is the minister of
the gospel and its preacher. In the Maronite tradition, and the Eastern traditions in general, the bishop is
depicted holding the gospel book in one hand and the pastoral staff in the other, symbolizing his ministerial and pastoral duties. He is foremost the proclaimer and interpreter of the Gospels.
4. How are these books to be proclaimed, in what tune and with what dignity?
A special rite is used during the Divine Liturgy for the proclamation of the Scriptures. The Bible is not
just any book taken from the library, to be opened and read. Introductions, preparations, hymns, candles,
incense and procession are used during this liturgical rite, to indicate the special place of the Scriptures.
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The service of the word begins after the Trisagion. In the Maronite Divine Liturgy, a prayer is offered
which calls the congregation to be ready to hear the proclamation of the Holy Scriptures. This introductory
prayer is followed by the cantor announcing the singing of the psalm of the readings, which is sung in the
traditional manner, alternating between two choirs. This traditional hymn relates the readings to the liturgical season and connects the cantor to the congregation. After the epistle is proclaimed, the cantor asks
for the presider’s permission to chant the “Alleluia” before the gospel is proclaimed. “Alleluia, Alleluia”
and specific psalm known as the fetgomo are sung in accordance to a simple Syriac tune. Afterwards, the
deacon announces the offering of incense, The presider burns incense to honor the book of the gospels; the
incense also represents a petition of forgiveness. The presider then prays, “ Let your Holy Spirit sanctify
us and make us hearers of and workers for the gospel of your Christ.” The server warns, “Come forward
and be attentive to the gospel reading…” After announcing the gospel reading, the deacon warns, “Remain
silent, O listeners, for the holy gospel is about to be announced to you. Listen and give glory and thanks
to the living Word of God.”
After this warning, the presider gives a blessing, “upon my brothers and sister, the readers and the hearers
and upon this place…” The gospel is then proclaimed. According to Patriarch Doueihi, in his book “Al
Manara” (and also according to a tradition adopted until the middle of the twentieth century), the Gospel
was first chanted in Syriac in a manner close to the singing of the fetgomo, with the presider then translating and explaining it. Patriarch Doueihi explains this in the following way: “The Lord is asked to remove
envy and cheating from the hearts of the hearers and to sanctify them by his Holy Spirit… the gospel is
proclaimed from a high place… the archdeacon reads the gospel in Syriac and the bishop translates it into
the vernacular, in order for the congregation to understand the gospel reading and for its benefit… after
the gospel reading has been read and explained, the server recites a simple korozooto proper to the feast or
the gospel event just proclaimed. Then the presider ends by reciting the prayer, ‘praise and thanksgiving
to Jesus Christ for his living word to us, and to his Father who sent him for our salvation and to his living
Holy Spirit…”
5. How are the Sacred Scriptures reverenced in liturgical celebrations?
In the Maronite Divine liturgy today, certain celebrations which honor the Scriptures have fallen into disuse, or have been removed from the liturgy. One cause of this is the increased frequency of the celebration
of the Divine Liturgy. Before, when the Pontifical Divine liturgy was celebrated only on Sundays, there
was much celebratory music and a festive aire which imbued the entire celebration. Much of that has been
replaced by dry, stiff prayers, more in tune with a western mentality.
The Sacred Sciptures, and the gospels in particular, have their proper place within the church. They are to
be displayed in a special place to the right of the altar, between the sanctuary and the nave, belonging both
to the holy things of the temple and to the people in the nave. The introduction to the Sheemto, printed
in Rome in 1642, mentions the following: “The priests stands at the door of the sanctuary…uncovers his
head, moves toward the icon of the Virgin and the gospel books and kisses them. Then he goes to the pulpit
where the prayer books are…” The gospel lectionary is placed in the church close to the believers, so that
they may reverence it. It is normally bound in an ornate gold or silver cover, adorned with the cross and
images of the evangelists. The Scriptures are reverenced by the community; kissed; incensed; carried in
procession through the church, led by candles. While the procession with the gospel is still present in our
liturgy today, the ritual described by Patriarch Doueihi is much more elaborate.
Patriarch Doueihi writes: “The believers…still honor the Gospel by lighting candles and burning incense…When it is proclaimed all the members of the congregation stand and uncover their heads and
listen to the Word with fear…This solemnity happens especially during the service of the Holy Mysteries
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on feast days when the bishops celebrate the Divine Liturgy. After singing the Trisagion, the archdeacon
leaves the sanctuary carrying the gospel book on his chest, preceded by deacons carrying candles and
signing the psalm of the reading, and by priests carrying censers and fluttering fans. They exit from the
left door and enter through the door of the kings. After reading the epistles, the Archdeacon kisses the
hand of the presider saying, ‘David’s proclamation… The presider blesses him saying ‘God has accepted
your proclamation’.. and after the deacons sing the acclamation and the priests the fetgomo, the Archdeacon walks to the pulpit with two of the subdeacons and in a loud voice the server announces, ‘before the
Good News of our Savior…’ Then one of the priests translates (the preparatory prayer and the prayer of
repentence) and the epistolary deacon calls upon the congregation to ‘come forward’…with the bishop
blessing them. The Archdeacon then opens the gospel at the pulpit, naming the reading, with the epistolary deacon announcing in a loud voice, ‘remain silent’….The Archdeacon then says, ‘in the time of his
economy of salvation’… the congregation then asks for the blessing saying, ‘bless father.’ The presider
stands and blesses them saying, ‘the right hand of our Lord, Jesus Christ’… While they are blessed, the
people stand in awe and fear with their heads uncovered. The Archdeacon is incensed by another minister
while he begins to read the gospel in a loud voice, singing in a beautiful tone, with clear articulation. At
the end of the proclamation of the gospel, the Archdeacon says, ‘barkeh mor’ and the Bishop then provides
a translation.”
Patriarch Doueihi explains the ritual saying that “the procession exits from the left door and the gospel
is read from there because, that is where the lord of darkness resides.” After the procession through the
church, the gospel is read from an elevated place and fans are fluttered above the book of the gospels. The
book is also reverenced with lit candles and incense.
In earlier days, between the 5th and 8th centuries, the Maronite Church was nourished by the Sacred Scriptures and they were proclaimed from a platform in the heart of the church, known as the bema. Priests,
deacons, readers and cantors all sat on the bema and the first part of the Divine Liturgy was celebrated
from this place among the congregation. The Holy Scriptures were proclaimed and then explained to the
people; they were also sung in the vernacular between each proclamation and each reading was followed
by more than one homily or explanation. Obviously, this part of the Divine Liturgy was dynamic and
enjoyed a certain freedom from strict rubrics. This allowed the clergy to explain the Scriptures in a lively
and colorful manner. Teaching played an important role in the history of the Church, and in the Maronite
tradition, this took place from the bema, which was an integral feature in all of the old churches.
6. Are the readings in the lectionary selected specially or merely continuous?
Each Sunday and feast day has its own particular scripture readings. These readings are linked to the liturgical year, focusing on the feasts of the Lord; from his birth to his passion, death and resurrection and
the coming of the Holy Spirit, in anticipation of Jesus’ second coming. The liturgical year is a journey
from Christ’s first coming, the Glorious Birth, to the second, the exaltation of the Glorious Cross. Each
Sunday is, therefore, a small event which draws us nearer to the great event, the second coming of Jesus.
So, for each Sunday there is a specific scriptural event, and thus a particular gospel reading. These gospel
readings are recorded in the oldest Maronite manuscripts. In the Rabbula Gospel (586AD) there is an old
division in the heart of the text of the gospel for some feasts and Sundays. It is not necessary to elaborate
on that here. All scriptural readings were chosen, some for feast days and others for different memorials.
Also, it is important to note that in the past parish churches did not use lectionaries with continuous readings; rather, these were common in monasteries, where they were used in daily liturgical celebrations,
possibly in the daily celebration of the Eucharist.
7. What is the goal of this new reform of the lectionary of the Maronite Divine Liturgy?
Today is not like yesterday and the past should not be copied. It is imperative to know the past traditions
and build upon them for today’s world. Now, the Maronite Divine liturgy is celebrated daily and the lec-
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tionary is a necessity and must be accessible to all people. With this in mind, the liturgical committee and
the specialized committee which prepared the lectionary employed the following principles and encourages the following practices.
- To utilize all of the books of the New Testament. This is accomplished by assigning two readings on all
days, with the readings for Sundays and feast days coming from the letters of Saint Paul and the gospels.
The readings for weekdays are taken one from the letters of Saint Paul or another non-gospel book, and
the second from the gospels.
- To distribute the readings according to the theme of which week of the liturgical year.
- To maintain a clear, logical division of the readings, in conformity with the feast of specific part of the
liturgical year.
- To make the readings simple and understandable, selected from the new “liturgical” translation.
- To print in a clear and easy to read format.
- To introduce each section of readings.
- To position the lectionary in a prominent place within the church, inviting the congregation to reverence
it.
- To carry the Scriptures in procession with candles and incense before the proclamation, especially during the Sunday celebration of the Divine liturgy.
- To carefully select readers. Readers should be chosen only after a simple exam. Proclaiming the Scriptures is not the proper stage for teaching school children and should, therefore, be reserved to adults.
- To hold session of Scriptures studies outside the Divine liturgy. This way, the Divine liturgy becomes
the apex of spiritual life of the believers who have prepared during the week by studying the Scriptures,
so as to better live them within the celebration of the Eucharist on Sunday.
- To consecrate different places for the celebration of the reading of the Scriptures before the communal
Eucharist. This may be done in different languages and levels as is required by the needs of the individual
community, according to language, ethnic background, age and education level.
Conclusion
The service of the Word is connected to that of the Anaphora. The unity of the Divine Liturgy is manifested in the unity of the congregation, participating in the one body of Christ. However, different ways
and manners ought to be used in order to minister to the congregation because, the Mysteries are for the
people. The congregation ought to leave the Divine liturgy spiritually enriched. This enrichment is due to
their participation in the entirety of the liturgy – their preparation in the introductory rites and the hoosoyo;
their contemplation of the life of Christ in the Scriptures and the explanations. In this way, the Church
prays together, educating and deepening the understanding of her children of how to live the Mystery of
the Eucharist.
This is Divine liturgy! And, this is what the liturgical commission has tried to achieve, by presenting this
new lectionary for the people so that they may continue in the tradition of so many martyrs and saints,
carrying the gospel to every person thirsty for reverence and justice.
We thank the writing committee which prepared these readings, especially Fathers John Azzam, Moussa
El Hajj, Makram Kazah and Youhann Khawand. It is a precious memory and a great opportunity to the
liturgical commission that it has produced this work for the whole Maronite Church on the 300th anniversary of the death of Patriarch Estephan Doueihi, a pioneer in liturgical work. We ask that this work be for
the glory of God and for the good of all believers. Given on the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross,
September 14, 2004.
Bishop Boutros Gemayel
Head of the Maronite Bishops in Cyprus
And head of the Patriarchal Liturgical Committee
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S undays of the C hurch
S eason of A nnouncement
&
T he G lorious B irth

Week of the Consecration of the Church
SUNDAY
Matthew 16:13-20 Peter’s Declaration about Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi,
he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
And they said, “Some say John the Baptist,
but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.”
He said to them,
“But who do you say that I am?”
Simon Peter answered,
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah!
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,
but my Father in heaven.
And I tell you, you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Then he sternly ordered the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
15

MONDAY: Consecration
John 17:1-8 Jesus Prays for his Disciples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said,
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give
eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life,
that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you
gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with
the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. “I have
made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you;
for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have
believed that you sent me.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Consecration
John 17:9-13 Jesus Prays for his Disciples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world,
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All
mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.
And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and
I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you
have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was
with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I
guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to
be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming
to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my
joy made complete in themselves.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Consecration
John 17:14-19 Jesus Prays for his Disciples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because
they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I
am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as
I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is
truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the
world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be
sanctified in truth.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Consecration
John 17:20-23 Jesus Prays for his Disciples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will
believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you,
Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the
world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have
given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I
in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that
the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even
as you have loved me.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Consecration
John 17:24-26 Jesus Prays for his Disciples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with
me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you
loved me before the foundation of the world. Righteous Father, the world
does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent
me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so
that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in
them.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Consecration
John 15:15-21 The World’s Hatred
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I
have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.
You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you
may love one another. If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me
before it hated you. If you belonged to the world, the world would love
you as its own. Because you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world — therefore the world hates you. Remember
the word that I said to you, ‘Servants are not greater than their master.’
If they persecuted me, they will persecute you; if they kept my word,
they will keep yours also. But they will do all these things to you on
account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week of the Renewal of the Church
SUNDAY
John 10:22-42 Feast of the Dedication
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
At that time the festival of the Dedication
took place in Jerusalem.
It was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple,
in the portico of Solomon.
So the Jews gathered around him and said to him,
“How long will you keep us in suspense?
If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe.
The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me;
but you do not believe,
because you do not belong to my sheep.
My sheep hear my voice.
I know them, and they follow me.
I give them eternal life, and they will never perish.
No one will snatch them out of my hand.
What my Father has given me is greater than all else,
and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand.
The Father and I are one.”
The Jews took up stones again to stone him.
Jesus replied,
“I have shown you many good works from the Father.
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For which of these are you going to stone me?”
The Jews answered, “It is not for a good work
that we are going to stone you,
but for blasphemy,
because you, though only a human being,
are making yourself God.”
Jesus answered,
“Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, you are gods’?
If those to whom the word of God came were called ‘gods’
— and the scripture cannot be annulled —
can you say that the one whom the Father has sanctified
and sent into the world is blaspheming
because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’?
If I am not doing the works of my Father,
then do not believe me.
But if I do them, even though you do not believe me,
believe the works,
so that you may know and understand
that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.”
Then they tried to arrest him again,
but he escaped from their hands.
He went away again across the Jordan
to the place where John had been baptizing earlier,
and he remained there.
Many came to him, and they were saying,
“John performed no sign,
but everything that John said about this man was true.”
And many believed in him there.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Renewal
John 10:1-6 The Good Shepherd
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the
gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens
the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep
by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his
voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure
of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying
to them.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Renewal
John 10:7-10 The Good Shepherd
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
Again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep
did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be
saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and
have it abundantly.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Renewal
John 10:11-16 The Good Shepherd
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away — and
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and
I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other
sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Renewal
John 10:17-21 The Good Shepherd
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in
order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of
my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take
it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” Again the
Jews were divided because of these words. Many of them were saying,
“He has a demon and is out of his mind. Why listen to him?” Others
were saying, “These are not the words of one who has a demon. Can a
demon open the eyes of the blind?”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Renewal
Mark 2:18-22 The Question about Fasting
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and
said to Jesus, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees
fast, but your disciples do not fast?” Jesus said to them, “The wedding
guests cannot fast while the bridegroom is with them, can they? As long
as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. The days will
come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they
will fast on that day. “No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old
cloak; otherwise, the patch pulls away from it, the new from the old,
and a worse tear is made. And no one puts new wine into old wineskins;
otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, and so are
the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Renewal
Mark 1:21-28 The Cure of a Demoniac
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, Jesus entered
the synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then
there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried
out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come
to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean
spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him.
They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is
this? A new teaching — with authority! He commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout
the surrounding region of Galilee.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SEASON OF THE GLORIOUS BIRTH
Week of the Announcement to Zechariah
SUNDAY
Luke 1:1-25 Birth of John the Baptist Foretold
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account
of the events that have been fulfilled among us,
just as they were handed on to us
by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses
and servants of the word,
I too decided, after investigating everything carefully
from the very first, to write an orderly account for you,
most excellent Theophilus,
so that you may know the truth concerning the things
about which you have been instructed.
In the days of King Herod of Judea,
there was a priest named Zechariah,
who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah.
His wife was a descendant of Aaron,
and her name was Elizabeth.
Both of them were righteous before God,
living blamelessly according to all the commandments
and regulations of the Lord.
But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren,
and both were getting on in years.
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Once when he was serving as priest before God
and his section was on duty,
he was chosen by lot,
according to the custom of the priesthood,
to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense.
Now at the time of the incense offering,
the whole assembly of the people was praying outside.
Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord,
standing at the right side of the altar of incense.
When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified;
and fear overwhelmed him.
But the angel said to him,
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah,
for your prayer has been heard.
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son,
and you will name him John.
You will have joy and gladness,
and many will rejoice at his birth,
for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.
He must never drink wine or strong drink;
even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit.
He will turn many of the people of Israel
to the Lord their God.
With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him,
to turn the hearts of parents to their children,
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous,
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
Zechariah said to the angel,
“How will I know that this is so?
For I am an old man,
and my wife is getting on in years.”
The angel replied, “I am Gabriel.
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I stand in the presence of God,
and I have been sent to speak to you
and to bring you this good news.
But now, because you did not believe my words,
which will be fulfilled in their time,
you will become mute, unable to speak,
until the day these things occur.”
Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah,
and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary.
When he did come out, he could not speak to them,
and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary.
He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak.
When his time of service was ended,
he went to his home.
After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived,
and for five months she remained in seclusion.
She said, “This is what the Lord has done for me
when he looked favorably on me
and took away the disgrace
I have endured among my people.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

32

MONDAY: Zechariah
John 8:31-37 True Disciples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in
my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and
the truth will make you free.” They answered him, “We are descendants
of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean
by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” Jesus answered them, “Very truly,
I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does
not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there
forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. I know
that you are descendants of Abraham; yet you look for an opportunity
to kill me, because there is no place in you for my word.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Zechariah
John 8:38-40 Jesus and Abraham
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“I declare what I have seen in the Father’s presence; as for you, you
should do what you have heard from the Father.” They answered him,
“Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s
children, you would be doing what Abraham did, but now you are trying to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God.
This is not what Abraham did.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Zechariah
John 8:41-45 Jesus and Abraham
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“You are indeed doing what your father does.” They said to him, “We
are not illegitimate children; we have one father, God himself.” Jesus
said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came
from God and now I am here. I did not come on my own, but he sent
me. Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot
accept my word. You are from your father the devil, and you choose
to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and
does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
lies, he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father
of lies. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Zechariah
John 8:46-50 Jesus and Abraham
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Which of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not
believe me? Whoever is from God hears the words of God. The reason
you do not hear them is that you are not from God.” The Jews answered
him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a
demon?” Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon; but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is one
who seeks it and he is the judge.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Zechariah
John 8:51-55 Jesus and Abraham
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Very truly, I tell you, whoever keeps my word will never see death.”
The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon. Abraham
died, and so did the prophets; yet you say, ‘Whoever keeps my word will
never taste death.’ Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died?
The prophets also died. Who do you claim to be?” Jesus answered, “If I
glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, he
of whom you say, ‘He is our God,’ though you do not know him. But I
know him; if I would say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like
you. But I do know him and I keep his word.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Zechariah
John 8:56-59 Jesus and Abraham
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day; he saw it
and was glad.” Then the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years
old, and have you seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell
you, before Abraham was, I am.” So they picked up stones to throw at
him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week of the Announcement to the Virgin
SUNDAY
Luke 1:26-38 The Birth of Jesus Foretold
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God
to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary.
And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”
But she was much perplexed by his words
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
The angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God.
And now, you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.
He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give to him
the throne of his ancestor David.
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
Mary said to the angel,
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?”
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The angel said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy;
he will be called Son of God.
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son;
and this is the sixth month for her
who was said to be barren.
For nothing will be impossible with God.”
Then Mary said,
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from her.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Announcement to the Virgin
Luke 11:27-32 True Blessedness
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
A woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to Jesus, “Blessed is
the womb that bore you and the breasts that nursed you!” But he said,
“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it!” When
the crowds were increasing, he began to say, “This generation is an evil
generation; it asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the
sign of Jonah. For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be to this generation. The queen of the
South will rise at the judgment with the people of this generation and
condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to listen
to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something greater than Solomon
is here! The people of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this
generation and condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation
of Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is here!
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Announcement to the Virgin
Matthew 11:25-30 Jesus Thanks His Father
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
At that time Jesus said:
“I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have
been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except
the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me, all you that are
weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Announcement to the Virgin
Matthew 13:54-58 The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Jesus came to his hometown and began to teach the people in their
synagogue, so that they were astounded and said, “Where did this man
get this wisdom and these deeds of power? Is not this the carpenter’s
son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James
and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us?
Where then did this man get all this?” And they took offense at him.
But Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor except in their
own country and in their own house.” And he did not do many deeds
of power there, because of their unbelief.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Announcement to the Virgin
Matthew 12:46-50 The True Kindred of Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
While Jesus was still speaking to the crowds, his mother and his brothers were standing outside, wanting to speak to him. Someone told him,
“Look, your mother and your brothers are standing outside, wanting to
speak to you.” But to the one who had told him this, Jesus replied, “Who
is my mother, and who are my brothers?” And pointing to his disciples,
he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the
will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Announcement to the Virgin
John 6:40-44 The Bread from Heaven
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last
day.” Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I
am the bread that came down from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not
this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How
can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” Jesus answered
them, “Do not complain among yourselves. No one can come to me
unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up
on the last day.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

45

SATURDAY: Announcement to the Virgin
Luke 10:21-24 Jesus Rejoices
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things
from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. All thingshave been handed
over to me by my Father; and no one knows who the Son is except the
Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the
Son chooses to reveal him.” Then turning to the disciples, Jesus said to
them privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! For I tell
you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did
not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week of the Visitation of the Virgin to Elizabeth
SUNDAY
Luke 1:39-45 The Visitation
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
In those days Mary set out and went with haste
to a Judean town in the hill country,
where she entered the house of Zechariah
and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,
the child leaped in her womb.
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit
and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
And why has this happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord comes to me?
For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting,
the child in my womb leaped for joy.
And blessed is she who believed
that there would be a fulfillment
of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Visitation
Luke 1:46-56 The Magnificat
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the
Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His
mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has
shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts
of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and
sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” And Mary remained with
her about three months and then returned to her home.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Visitation
Luke 10:38-42 Martha and Mary
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him
and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all
the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered
her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things;
there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which
will not be taken away from her.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Visitation
Luke 19:1-10 Zacchaeus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to
see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because
he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to
see him, because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to
the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come
down; for I must stay at your house today.” So he hurried down and
was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and said,
“He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood
there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will
give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay
back four times as much.” Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has
come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of
Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Visitation
John 4:39-42 Jesus among the Samaritans
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Apostle John writes:
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s
testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed
there two days. And many more believed because of his word. They
said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly
the Savior of the world.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Visitation
Mark 7:24-30 The daughter of the Syro-Phoenician
woman healed
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
From there Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered
a house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could
not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean
spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at
his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She
begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let
the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under
the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying
that, you may go — the demon has left your daughter.” So she went
home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Visitation
Luke 5:27-32 The Call of Levi/
Eating with sinners in Levi’s house
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
After this Jesus went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting
at the tax booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up, left
everything, and followed him. Then Levi gave a great banquet for him
in his house; and there was a large crowd of tax collectors and others
sitting at the table with them. The Pharisees and their scribes were
complaining to his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with
tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus answered, “Those who are well have
no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not
the righteous but sinners to repentance.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week of the the Birth of John the Baptist
SUNDAY
Luke 1:57-66 The Birth of John the Baptist
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth,
and she bore a son.
Her neighbors and relatives heard
that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her,
and they rejoiced with her.
On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child,
and they were going to name him Zechariah
after his father.
But his mother said,
“No; he is to be called John.”
They said to her,
“None of your relatives has this name.”
Then they began motioning to his father
to find out what name he wanted to give him.
He asked for a writing tablet and wrote,
“His name is John.”
And all of them were amazed.
Immediately his mouth was opened
and his tongue freed,
and he began to speak, praising God.
Fear came over all their neighbors,
and all these things were talked about
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throughout the entire hill country of Judea.
All who heard them pondered them and said,
“What then will this child become?”
For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Birth of John
Luke 1:67-80 The Canticle of Zechariah
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
John’s father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this
prophecy: “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty
savior for us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke through the
mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we would be saved from
our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. Thus he has shown
the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy
covenant, the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us
that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him
without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. And
you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go
before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to
his people by the forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy of our
God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into
the way of peace.” The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he
was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Birth of John
Matthew 11:11-15 Jesus Praises John the Baptist
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of
heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the
prophets and the law prophesied until John came; and if you are willing
to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. Let anyone with ears listen!”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Birth of John
Matthew 17:9-13 The Transfiguration
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no
one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the
dead.” And the disciples asked him, “Why, then, do the scribes say that
Elijah must come first?” He replied, “Elijah is indeed coming and will
restore all things; but I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they
did not recognize him, but they did to him whatever they pleased. So
also the Son of Man is about to suffer at their hands.” Then the disciples
understood that he was speaking to them about John the Baptist.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Birth of John
Matthew 21:23-27 The Authority of Jesus Questioned
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said
to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer,
then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they
argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us,
‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will
I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Birth of John
Matthew 11:16-19 Jesus Praises John the Baptist
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting
in the marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for
you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ For
John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’;
the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom
is vindicated by her deeds.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Birth of John
John 5:31-36 Witnesses to Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. There is another who
testifies on my behalf, and I know that his testimony to me is true. You
sent messengers to John, and he testified to the truth. Not that I accept
such human testimony, but I say these things so that you may be saved.
He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice
for a while in his light. But I have a testimony greater than John’s. The
works that the Father has given me to complete, the very works that I
am doing, testify on my behalf that the Father has sent me.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week of the Revelation to Joseph
SUNDAY
Matthew 1:18-25 The Birth of Jesus the Messiah
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph,
but before they lived together,
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.
Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,
planned to dismiss her quietly.
But just when he had resolved to do this,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary as your wife,
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.”
When Joseph awoke from sleep,
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he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;
he took her as his wife,
but had no marital relations with her
and she had borne a son;
and he named him Jesus.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Revelation to Joseph
John 7:1-10 The Unbelief of Jesus’ Brothers
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Jesus went about in Galilee. He did not wish to go about in Judea because
the Jews were looking for an opportunity to kill him. Now the Jewish
festival of Booths was near. So his brothers said to him, “Leave here
and go to Judea so that your disciples also may see the works you are
doing; for no one who wants to be widely known acts in secret. If you
do these things, show yourself to the world.” (For not even his brothers believed in him.) Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come,
but your time is always here. The world cannot hate you, but it hates
me because I testify against it that its works are evil. Go to the festival
yourselves. I am not going to this festival, for my time has not yet fully
come.” After saying this, he remained in Galilee. But after his brothers
had gone to the festival, then he also went, not publicly but as it were
in secret.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Revelation to Joseph
John 7:11-18 Jesus at the Festival of Booths
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
The Jews were looking for Jesus at the festival and saying, “Where is
he?” And there was considerable complaining about him among the
crowds. While some were saying, “He is a good man,” others were saying, “No, he is deceiving the crowd.” Yet no one would speak openly
about him for fear of the Jews. About the middle of the festival Jesus
went up into the temple and began to teach. The Jews were astonished
at it, saying, “How does this man have such learning, when he has
never been taught?” Then Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not
mine but his who sent me. Anyone who resolves to do the will of God
will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking
on my own. Those who speak on their own seek their own glory; but
the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and there is
nothing false in him.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Revelation to Joseph
John 7:25-30 Is This the Christ?
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Now some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, “Is not this the man
whom they are trying to kill? And here he is, speaking openly, but they
say nothing to him! Can it be that the authorities really know that this is
the Messiah? Yet we know where this man is from; but when the Messiah comes, no one will know where he is from.” Then Jesus cried out
as he was teaching in the temple, “You know me, and you know where
I am from. I have not come on my own. But the one who sent me is
true, and you do not know him. I know him, because I am from him,
and he sent me.” Then they tried to arrest him, but no one laid hands
on him, because his hour had not yet come.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Revelation to Joseph
John 7:31-36 Officers Are Sent to Arrest Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Many in the crowd believed in him and were saying, “When the Messiah
comes, will he do more signs than this man has done?” The Pharisees
heard the crowd muttering such things about him, and the chief priests
and Pharisees sent temple police to arrest him. Jesus then said, “I will
be with you a little while longer, and then I am going to him who sent
me. You will search for me, but you will not find me; and where I am,
you cannot come.” The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man
intend to go that we will not find him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? What does he mean by
saying, ‘You will search for me and you will not find me’ and ‘Where
I am, you cannot come’?”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Revelation to Joseph
John 7:37-44 Rivers of Living Water
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing
there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the
one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” Now he said this about
the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was
no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. When they heard these
words, some in the crowd said, “This is really the prophet.” Others said,
“This is the Messiah.” But some asked, “Surely the Messiah does not
come from Galilee, does he? Has not the scripture said that the Messiah
is descended from David and comes from Bethlehem, the village where
David lived?” So there was a division in the crowd because of him.
Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Revelation to Joseph
John 7:45-53 The Unbelief of Those in Authority
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Then the temple police went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who
asked them, “Why did you not arrest him?” The police answered, “Never
has anyone spoken like this!” Then the Pharisees replied, “Surely you
have not been deceived too, have you? Has any one of the authorities
or of the Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, which does not
know the law — they are accursed.” Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before, and who was one of them, asked, “Our law does not judge
people without first giving them a hearing to find out what they are doing, does it?” They replied, “Surely you are not also from Galilee, are
you? Search and you will see that no prophet is to arise from Galilee.”
Then each of them went home.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week of the the Genealogy
SUNDAY
Matthew 1:1-17 The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah,
the son of David, the son of Abraham.
Abraham was the father of Isaac,
and Isaac the father of Jacob,
and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,
and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar,
and Perez the father of Hezron,
and Hezron the father of Aram,
and Aram the father of Aminadab,
and Aminadab the father of Nahshon,
and Nahshon the father of Salmon,
and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab,
and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth,
and Obed the father of Jesse,
and Jesse the father of King David.
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah,
and Solomon the father of Rehoboam,
and Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
and Abijah the father of Asaph,
and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat,
and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram,
and Joram the father of Uzziah,
and Uzziah the father of Jotham,
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and Jotham the father of Ahaz,
and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh,
and Manasseh the father of Amos,
and Amos the father of Josiah,
and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers,
at the time of the deportation to Babylon.
And after the deportation to Babylon:
Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel,
and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel,
and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud,
and Abiud the father of Eliakim,
and Eliakim the father of Azor,
and Azor the father of Zadok,
and Zadok the father of Achim,
and Achim the father of Eliud,
and Eliud the father of Eleazar,
and Eleazar the father of Matthan,
and Matthan the father of Jacob,
and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary,
of whom Jesus was born,
who is called the Messiah.
So all the generations from Abraham to David
are fourteen generations;
and from David to the deportation to Babylon,
fourteen generations;
and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah,
fourteen generations.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Genealogy
John 8:1-11 The Woman Caught in Adultery
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning he came again
to the temple. All the people came to him and he sat down and began
to teach them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who
had been caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them,
they said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of
committing adultery. Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone
such women. Now what do you say?” They said this to test him, so
that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down
and wrote with his finger on the ground. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let anyone among you
who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” And once again
he bent down and wrote on the ground. When they heard it, they went
away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone
with the woman standing before him. Jesus straightened up and said to
her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” She said,
“No one, sir.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your way,
and from now on do not sin again.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Genealogy
John 8:12-20 Jesus the Light of the World
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying:
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness but will have the light of life.” Then the Pharisees said to him,
“You are testifying on your own behalf; your testimony is not valid.”
Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is
valid because I know where I have come from and where I am going,
but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. You
judge by human standards; I judge no one. Yet even if I do judge, my
judgment is valid; for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father
who sent me. In your law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is valid. I testify on my own behalf, and the Father who sent me
testifies on my behalf.” Then they said to him, “Where is your Father?”
Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me,
you would know my Father also.” He spoke these words while he was
teaching in the treasury of the temple, but no one arrested him, because
his hour had not yet come.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Genealogy
John 8:21-24 Jesus Foretells His Death
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
Again Jesus said to them:
“I am going away, and you will search for me, but you will die in your
sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” Then the Jews said, “Is he
going to kill himself? Is that what he means by saying, ‘Where I am
going, you cannot come’?” He said to them, “You are from below, I
am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world. I told you
that you would die in your sins, for you will die in your sins unless you
believe that I am he.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Genealogy
John 8:25-30 Jesus Foretells His Death
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
They said to Jesus, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Why do I speak
to you at all? I have much to say about you and much to condemn; but
the one who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard
from him.” They did not understand that he was speaking to them about
the Father. So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man,
then you will realize that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own, but
I speak these things as the Father instructed me. And the one who sent
me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what is pleasing
to him.” As he was saying these things, many believed in him.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Genealogy
John 12:44-47 Summary of Jesus’ Teaching
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
Jesus cried aloud:
“Whoever believes in me believes not in me but in him who sent me.
And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. I have come as light into
the world, so that everyone who believes in me should not remain in
the darkness. I do not judge anyone who hears my words and does not
keep them, for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Genealogy
John 12:48-50 Summary of Jesus’ Teaching
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“The one who rejects me and does not receive my word has a judge; on
the last day the word that I have spoken will serve as judge, for I have
not spoken on my own, but the Father who sent me has himself given
me a commandment about what to say and what to speak. And I know
that his commandment is eternal life. What I speak, therefore, I speak
just as the Father has told me.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Birth of the Lord to Epiphany
December 25
Feast of the Glorious Birth
Luke 2:1-20 The Birth of Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus
that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration
and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.
All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee
to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended
from the house and family of David.
He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged
and who was expecting a child.
While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
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keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid; for see —
I am bringing you good news of great joy
for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them
and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.”
So they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph,
and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them
about this child;
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and all who heard it were amazed
at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured all these words
and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen,
as it had been told them.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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December 26th: Praises to the Mother of God
Luke 1:46-55 Praises to the Virgin Mary
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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December 27th: Martyrdom of Stephen
Matthew 23:29-24:2 Denunciation of the Scribes
& Pharisees
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs
of the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous, and you say,
‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have taken
part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ Thus you testify
against yourselves that you are descendants of those who murdered the
prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your ancestors. You snakes, you
brood of vipers! How can you escape being sentenced to hell? Therefore
I send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of whom you will kill and
crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from
town to town, so that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed
on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah
son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the
altar. Truly I tell you, all this will come upon this generation. “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who
are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!
See, your house is left to you, desolate. For I tell you, you will not see
me again until you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
the Lord.’” As Jesus came out of the temple and was going away, his
disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the temple. Then
he asked them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly I tell you, not one
stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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December 28th: Visit of the Magi
Matthew 2:1-12 Visit of the Magi
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where
the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for
so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from
you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then
Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped,
they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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December 29th: Flight into Egypt / Holy Innocents
Matthew 2:13-18 Flight into Egypt /
Killing of the Infants
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in
a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search
for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and
his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” When Herod
saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he
sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two
years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the
wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet
Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because
they are no more.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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December 30th: Return from Egypt to Nazareth
Matthew 2:19-23 Return from Egypt to Nazareth
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream
to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother,
and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s
life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and
went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling
over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And
after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee.
There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had
been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called
a Nazorean.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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December 31st: The Word Became Flesh
John 1:1-18 Prologue / The Word Became Flesh
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of
man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace
and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.’”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who
is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Finding in the Temple
SUNDAY
Luke 2:41-52 Finding in the Temple
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem
for the festival of the Passover.
And when he was twelve years old,
they went up as usual for the festival.
When the festival was ended and they started to return,
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem,
but his parents did not know it.
Assuming that he was in the group of travelers,
they went a day’s journey.
Then they started to look for him
among their relatives and friends.
When they did not find him,
they returned to Jerusalem to search for him.
After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions.
And all who heard him
were amazed at his understanding and his answers.
When his parents saw him they were astonished;
and his mother said to him,
“Child, why have you treated us like this?
Look, your father and I have been searching for you
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in great anxiety.”
He said to them,
“Why were you searching for me?
Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”
But they did not understand
what he said to them.
Then he went down with them
and came to Nazareth,
and was obedient to them.
His mother treasured all these things in her heart.
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years,
and in divine and human favor.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

88

January 1st: The Circumcision of Jesus
Luke 2:21-24 Circumcision / Presentation
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
After eight days had passed,
it was time to circumcise the child;
and he was called Jesus,
the name given by the angel
before he was conceived in the womb.
When the time came for their purification
according to the law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord
(as it is written in the law of the Lord,
“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”),
and they offered a sacrifice
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord,
“a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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January 2nd: World Day of Peace
John 14:27-31 The Advocate
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
You heard me say to you,
‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’
If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father,
because the Father is greater than I.
And now I have told you this before it occurs,
so that when it does occur, you may believe.
I will no longer talk much with you,
for the ruler of this world is coming.
He has no power over me;
but I do as the Father has commanded me,
so that the world may know that I love the Father.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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January 3rd: Presentation––Simeon
Luke 2:25-35 Simeon
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary
under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to
your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s father and mother
were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed
them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling
and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed
so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and a sword will
pierce your own soul too.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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January 4th: Presentation––Prophetess Anna
Luke 2:36-40 The Prophetess Anna
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe
of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven
years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.
She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer
night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and
to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption
of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor
of God was upon him.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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January 5th
Eve of Epiphany
Luke 3:1-6 The Preaching of John
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler
of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word
of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into
all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the
prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked
shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh
shall see the salvation of God.’”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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S eason of the G lorious E piphany

Season of he Glorious Epiphany
Epiphany of Our Lord
January 6th
Luke 3:15-22 The Baptism of Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
As the people were filled with expectation,
and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah,
John answered all of them by saying,
“I baptize you with water;
but one who is more powerful than I is coming;
I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
His winnowing fork is in his hand,
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary;
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
So, with many other exhortations,
he proclaimed the good news to the people.
But Herod the ruler,
who had been rebuked by him
because of Herodias, his brother’s wife,
and because of all the evil things that Herod had done,
added to them all by shutting up John in prison.
Now when all the people were baptized,
and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,
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the heaven was opened,
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him
in bodily form like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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January 7th: The Praises to John the Baptist
Luke 7:18-30 The Messengers of John the Baptist
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
John summoned two of his disciples and sent them to the Lord to ask,
“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” When
the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you
to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’”
Jesus had just then cured many people of diseases, plagues, and evil
spirits, and had given sight to many who were blind. And he answered
them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive
their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed
is anyone who takes no offense at me.” When John’s messengers had
gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What
then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those
who put on fine clothing and live in luxury are in royal palaces. What
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than
a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending
my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’
I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John; yet
the least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” (And all the people
who heard this, including the tax collectors, acknowledged the justice
of God, because they had been baptized with John’s baptism. But by
refusing to be baptized by him, the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected
God’s purpose for themselves.)
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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January 8th: Week of Epiphany
Matthew 3:13-17 The Baptism of Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the Apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by
him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so
now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a
voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I
am well pleased.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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January 9th: Week of Epiphany
John 5:31-38 Witnesses to Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the Apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
“If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. There is another who
testifies on my behalf, and I know that his testimony to me is true. You
sent messengers to John, and he testified to the truth. Not that I accept
such human testimony, but I say these things so that you may be saved.
He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice
for a while in his light. But I have a testimony greater than John’s. The
works that the Father has given me to complete, the very works that I
am doing, testify on my behalf that the Father has sent me. And the
Father who sent me has himself testified on my behalf. You have never
heard his voice or seen his form, and you do not have his word abiding
in you, because you do not believe him whom he has sent.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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January 10th: Week of Epiphany
John 5:39-47 Witnesses to Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the Apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
“You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have
eternal life; and it is they that testify on my behalf. Yet you refuse to
come to me to have life. I do not accept glory from human beings. But
I know that you do not have the love of God in you. I have come in
my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; if another comes in his
own name, you will accept him. How can you believe when you accept
glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the
one who alone is God? Do not think that I will accuse you before the
Father; your accuser is Moses, on whom you have set your hope. If you
believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. But if
you do not believe what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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January 11th: Week of Epiphany
Matthew 3:7-12 The Preaching of John the Baptist
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the Apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
When John saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God
is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now
the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with
water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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January 12th: Week of Epiphany
Matthew 11:11-15 Jesus’ Testimont to John
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the Apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of
heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all
the prophets and the law prophesied until John came; and if you are
willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. Let anyone with ears
listen!”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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First Sunday of Epiphany
Week of the Revelation of Christ’s Mystery
to John the Baptist
John 1:29-34 John’s Testimony to Jesus
The Apostles said:
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared,
“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
This is he of whom I said,
‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.’
I myself did not know him;
but I came baptizing with water for this reason,
that he might be revealed to Israel.”
And John testified,
“I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove,
and it remained on him.
I myself did not know him,
but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me,
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain
is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’
And I myself have seen and have testified
that this is the Son of God.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: First Week of Epiphany
Mark 1:1-8 The Preaching of John
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it
is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead
of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: First Week of Epiphany
John 1:19-28 John’s Testimony to Himself
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and
did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the
prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you?
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said.
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor
the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you
stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me;
I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: First Week of Epiphany
John 3:22-30 Final Witness of the Baptist
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside,
and he spent some time there with them and baptized. John also was
baptizing at Aenon near Salim because water was abundant there; and
people kept coming and were being baptized — John, of course, had
not yet been thrown into prison. Now a discussion about purification
arose between John’s disciples and a Jew. They came to John and said
to him, “Rabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan, to whom
you testified, here he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” John answered, “No one can receive anything except what has been given from
heaven. You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah, but I have been sent ahead of him.’ He who has the bride is the
bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him,
rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. For this reason my joy has
been fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: First Week of Epiphany
John 3:31-36 The One from Heaven
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the
earth belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one
who comes from heaven is above all. He testifies to what he has seen
and heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. Whoever has accepted his
testimony has certified this, that God is true. He whom God has sent
speaks the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. The
Father loves the Son and has placed all things in his hands. Whoever
believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not
see life, but must endure God’s wrath.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: First Week of Epiphany
Matthew 14:1-12 Herod’s Opinion of Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
At that time Herod the ruler heard reports about Jesus; and he said
to his servants, “This is John the Baptist; he has been raised from the
dead, and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” For Herod
had arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because John had been telling him,
“It is not lawful for you to have her.” Though Herod wanted to put him
to death, he feared the crowd, because they regarded him as a prophet.
But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced
before the company, and she pleased Herod so much that he promised
on oath to grant her whatever she might ask. Prompted by her mother,
she said, “Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter.” The
king was grieved, yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he
commanded it to be given; he sent and had John beheaded in the prison.
The head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, who brought it
to her mother. His disciples came and took the body and buried it; then
they went and told Jesus.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: First Week of Epiphany
John 10:40-42 Feast of the Dedication
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been
baptizing earlier, and he remained there. Many came to him, and they
were saying, “John performed no sign, but everything that John said
about this man was true.” And many believed in him there.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Second Sunday of Epiphany
Week of the Revelation of Christ’s Mystery
to the Apostles
John 1:35-42 First Disciples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples,
and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed,
“Look, here is the Lamb of God!”
The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.
When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them,
“What are you looking for?”
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher),
“where are you staying?”
He said to them, “Come and see.”
They came and saw where he was staying,
and they remained with him that day.
It was about four o’clock in the afternoon.
One of the two who heard John speak
and followed him was Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother.
He first found his brother Simon and said to him,
“We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed).
He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said,
“You are Simon son of John.
You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
110

MONDAY: Second Week of Epiphany
John 1:43-51 The First Disciples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostles said:
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to
him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew
and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son
of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly
an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where
did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree
before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son
of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe
because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater
things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will
see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of Man.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Second Week of Epiphany
Luke 5:1-11 The Call of Simon the Fisherman
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the
crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats
there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and
were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging
to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then
he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished
speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down
your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all
night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down
the nets.” When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their
nets were beginning to break. So they signaled their partners in the other
boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so
that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at
Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”
For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that
they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who
were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid;
from now on you will be catching people.” When they had brought their
boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Second Week of Epiphany
Matthew 4:18-25 The Call of the First Discples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle says:
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who
is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea —
for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will
make you fish for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed
him.
As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee
and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending
their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their
father, and followed him. Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and
curing every disease and every sickness among the people. So his fame
spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to him all the sick, those
who were afflicted with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics, and he cured them. And great crowds followed
him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond
the Jordan.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

113

THURSDAY: Second Week of Epiphany
Matthew 9:9-13 The Call of Matthew
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at
the tax booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors
and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the
Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher
eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he heard this, he said,
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are
sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For
I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Second Week of Epiphany
Matthew 9:35-38 The Compassion of Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion
for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without
a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but
the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Second Week of Epiphany
Matthew 10:1-6 The Mission of the Twelve
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every
sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also
known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his
brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean,
and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. These twelve Jesus sent
out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles,
and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Third Sunday of Epiphany
Week of the Revelation of Christ’s Mystery
to Nicodemus & the Jewish People
John 3:1-16 Nicodemus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus,
a leader of the Jews.
He came to Jesus by night and said to him,
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
who has come from God;
for no one can do these signs that you do
apart from the presence of God.”
Jesus answered him,
“Very truly, I tell you,
no one can see the kingdom of God
without being born from above.”
Nicodemus said to him,
“How can anyone be born after having grown old?
Can one enter a second time
into the mother’s womb and be born?”
Jesus answered,
“Very truly, I tell you,
no one can enter the kingdom of God
without being born of water and Spirit.
What is born of the flesh is flesh,
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Do not be astonished that I said to you,
‘You must be born from above.’
The wind blows where it chooses,
and you hear the sound of it,
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but you do not know where it comes from
or where it goes.
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
Nicodemus said to him,
“How can these things be?”
Jesus answered him,
“Are you a teacher of Israel,
and yet you do not understand these things?
“Very truly, I tell you,
we speak of what we know
and testify to what we have seen;
yet you do not receive our testimony.
If I have told you about earthly things
and you do not believe,
how can you believe
if I tell you about heavenly things?
No one has ascended into heaven
except the one who descended from heaven,
the Son of Man.
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Third Week of Epiphany
John 5:1-16 Cure on the Sabbath
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in
Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. In these lay many invalids — blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was there who had been
ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew
that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be
made well?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me
into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my
way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand
up, take your mat and walk.” At once the man was made well, and he
took up his mat and began to walk. Now that day was a sabbath. So the
Jews said to the man who had been cured, “It is the sabbath; it is not
lawful for you to carry your mat.” But he answered them, “The man
who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your mat and walk.’” They
asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take it up and walk’?”
Now the man who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus
had disappeared in the crowd that was there. Later Jesus found him in
the temple and said to him, “See, you have been made well! Do not sin
any more, so that nothing worse happens to you.” The man went away
and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. Therefore
the Jews started persecuting Jesus, because he was doing such things
on the sabbath.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Third Week of Epiphany
John 9:1-12 The Man Born Blind
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. He must work
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no
one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash
in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed
and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit
and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but
it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept
asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The
man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go
to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.”
They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Third Week of Epiphany
John 9:13-25 The Man Born Blind
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his
eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his
sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and
now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God,
for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man
who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they
said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your
eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe
that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this
your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His
parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born
blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.”
His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews
had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah
would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is
of age; ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had
been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this
man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner.
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Third Week of Epiphany
John 9:26-41 The Man Born Blind
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
They said to him,
“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered
them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you
want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then
they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man,
we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person
born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They
answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to
teach us?” And they drove him out. Jesus heard that they had driven
him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son
of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may
believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one
speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped
him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who
do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of
the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not
blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not
have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Third Week of Epiphany
John 7:40-52 A Discussion about
the Origins of the Messiah
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
When they heard these words, some in the crowd said, “This is really the
prophet.” Others said, “This is the Messiah.” But some asked, “Surely
the Messiah does not come from Galilee, does he? Has not the scripture said that the Messiah is descended from David and comes from
Bethlehem, the village where David lived?” So there was a division in
the crowd because of him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no
one laid hands on him. Then the temple police went back to the chief
priests and Pharisees, who asked them, “Why did you not arrest him?”
The police answered, “Never has anyone spoken like this!” Then the
Pharisees replied, “Surely you have not been deceived too, have you?
Has any one of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him? But
this crowd, which does not know the law — they are accursed.” Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before, and who was one of them, asked,
“Our law does not judge people without first giving them a hearing to
find out what they are doing, does it?” They replied, “Surely you are
not also from Galilee, are you? Search and you will see that no prophet
is to arise from Galilee.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Third Week of Epiphany
John 19:38-42 The Burial of Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus,
though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let
him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came
and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by
night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about
a hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with
the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews.
Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the
garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid.
And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was
nearby, they laid Jesus there.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
Week of the Revelation of Christ’s Mystery
to the Samaritan Woman & Samaritan People
John 4:5-7, 9-26 The Samaritan Woman
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar,
near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
Jacob’s well was there,
and Jesus, tired out by his journey,
was sitting by the well.
It was about noon.
A Samaritan woman came to draw water,
and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
The Samaritan woman said to him,
“How is it that you, a Jew,
ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”
(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)
Jesus answered her,
“If you knew the gift of God,
and who it is that is saying to you,
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.”
The woman said to him,
“Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep.
Where do you get that living water?
Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob,
who gave us the well,
and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?”
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Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again,
but those who drink of the water that I will give them
will never be thirsty.
The water that I will give
will become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life.”
The woman said to him,
“Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty
or have to keep coming here to draw water.”
Jesus said to her,
“Go, call your husband, and come back.”
The woman answered him, “I have no husband.”
Jesus said to her,
“You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’;
for you have had five husbands,
and the one you have now is not your husband.
What you have said is true!”
The woman said to him,
“Sir, I see that you are a prophet.
Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain,
but you say that the place where people must worship
is in Jerusalem.”
Jesus said to her,
“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming
when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
You worship what you do not know;
we worship what we know,
for salvation is from the Jews.
But the hour is coming, and is now here,
when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth,
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for the Father seeks such as these to worship him.
God is spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in spirit and truth.”
The woman said to him,
“I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ).
“When he comes,
he will proclaim all things to us.”
Jesus said to her,
“I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Fourth Week of Epiphany
John 4:31-38 The Samaritan Woman
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But
he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” So the
disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something
to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent
me and to complete his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then
comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the
fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and
is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice
together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’
I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored,
and you have entered into their labor.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Fourth Week of Epiphany
John 4:39-42 The Samaritan Woman
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s
testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed
there two days. And many more believed because of his word. They
said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly
the Savior of the world.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Fourth Week of Epiphany
Luke 9:51-56 Departure for Jerusalem;
Samaritan Inhospitality
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go
to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they
entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did
not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When his
disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” But he
turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Fourth Week of Epiphany
Luke 17:11-19 The Cleansing of Ten Lepers
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between
Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached
him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master,
have mercy on us!” When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. Then
one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God
with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.
And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean?
But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return
and give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Get
up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Fourth Week of Epiphany
John 7:37-39 Rivers of Living Water
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing
there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the
one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” Now he said this about
the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was
no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

132

SATURDAY: Fourth Week of Epiphany
John 19:28-37 Blood and Water
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order
to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop
and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said,
“It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. Since it
was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the
cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of
great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified
men broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke
the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him.
But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they
did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with
a spear, and at once blood and water came out. (He who saw this has
testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he
knows that he tells the truth.) These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” And again
another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom
they have pierced.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Fifth Sunday of Epiphany:
Week of the Revelation of Christ’s Mystery
to the Royal Official and to All People
John 4:46-54 Second Sign at Cana
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Jesus came again to Cana in Galilee
where he had changed the water into wine.
Now there was a royal official
whose son lay ill in Capernaum.
When he heard that Jesus had come
from Judea to Galilee,
he went and begged him
to come down and heal his son,
for he was at the point of death.
Then Jesus said to him,
“Unless you see signs and wonders
you will not believe.”
The official said to him,
“Sir, come down before my little boy dies.”
Jesus said to him,
“Go; your son will live.”
The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him
and started on his way.
As he was going down,
his slaves met him
and told him that his child was alive.
So he asked them the hour when he began to recover,
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and they said to him,
“Yesterday at one in the afternoon the fever left him.”
The father realized that this was the hour
when Jesus had said to him,
“Your son will live.”
So he himself believed,
along with his whole household.
Now this was the second sign
that Jesus did after coming from Judea to Galilee.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Fourth Week of Epiphany
Matthew 4:12-17 The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to
Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea,
in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun, land
of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles — the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and
for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.”
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Fourth Week of Epiphany
Luke 4:16-30 The Rejection at Mazareth
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to
the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to
read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled
the scroll and found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery
of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year
of the Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed
on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at
the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this
Joseph’s son?” He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this
proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in
your hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’”
And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s
hometown. But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the
time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months,
and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent
to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were
also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of
them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” When they heard this,
all in the synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out
of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was
137

built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through
the midst of them and went on his way.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

138

WEDNESDAY: Fourth Week of Epiphany
Matthew 12:38-42 The Demand for a Sign
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, “Teacher, we wish
to see a sign from you.” But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous
generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign
of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three nights
in the belly of the sea monster, so for three days and three nights the Son
of Man will be in the heart of the earth. The people of Nineveh will rise
up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they
repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater than
Jonah is here! The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with
this generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the
earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something greater
than Solomon is here!
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Fourth Week of Epiphany
Luke 7:1-10 The Healing of a Centurion’s Slave
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he
entered Capernaum. A centurion there had a slave whom he valued
highly, and who was ill and close to death. When he heard about Jesus,
he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and heal his slave.
When they came to Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, saying, “He
is worthy of having you do this for him, for he loves our people, and
it is he who built our synagogue for us.” And Jesus went with them,
but when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to
say to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have
you come under my roof; therefore I did not presume to come to you.
But only speak the word, and let my servant be healed. For I also am a
man set under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’
and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave,
‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.” When Jesus heard this he was amazed
at him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, he said, “I tell you,
not even in Israel have I found such faith.” When those who had been
sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good health.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Fourth Week of Epiphany
Matthew 27:45-54 The Death of Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli,
Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man
is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled
it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the
others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”
Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that
moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.
The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened,
and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After
his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city
and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him,
who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took
place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Fourth Week of Epiphany
Matthew 8:5-13 The Healing of a Centurion’s Servant
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to
him and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.” And he said to him, “I will come and cure him.” The
centurion answered, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under
my roof; but only speak the word, and my servant will be healed. For
I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to
one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to
my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.” When Jesus heard him, he
was amazed and said to those who followed him, “Truly I tell you, in
no one in Israel have I found such faith. I tell you, many will come
from east and west and will eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in
the kingdom of heaven, while the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you according to your faith.” And the servant was healed in that hour.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week Of The Priests
SUNDAY
Luke 12:42-48 Vigilant and Faithful Servants
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Who then is the faithful and prudent manager
whom his master will put in charge of his slaves,
to give them their allowance of food at the proper time?
Blessed is that slave
whom his master will find at work when he arrives.
Truly I tell you,
he will put that one in charge of all his possessions.
But if that slave says to himself,
‘My master is delayed in coming,’
and if he begins to beat the other slaves, men and women,
and to eat and drink and get drunk,
the master of that slave will come on a day
when he does not expect him
and at an hour that he does not know,
and will cut him in pieces,
and put him with the unfaithful.”
“That slave who knew what his master wanted,
but did not prepare himself or do what was wanted,
will receive a severe beating.
But the one who did not know
and did what deserved a beating
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will receive a light beating.
From everyone to whom much has been given,
much will be required;
and from the one to whom much has been entrusted,
even more will be demanded.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Week Of The Priests
Matthew 16:24-28 The Canaanite Womans Faith
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their
life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain
the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return
for their life? “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the
glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been
done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Week Of The Priests
Matthew 18:1-5 The Greatest in the Kingdom
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” He called a child, whom he put among
them, and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Week Of The Priests
Matthew 20:20-28 The Request of James and John
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons,
and kneeling before him, she asked a favor of him. And he said to her,
“What do you want?” She said to him, “Declare that these two sons of
mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking.
Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They said to
him, “We are able.” He said to them, “You will indeed drink my cup,
but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but
it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” When the
ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. But Jesus called
them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so
among you; but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your
servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave;
just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give
his life a ransom for many.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Week Of The Priests
Luke 17:7-10 The Coming of Jesus Hour
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from
plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your
place at the table’? Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper
for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you
may eat and drink’? Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered
to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought
to have done!’”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Week Of The Priests
Luke 22:24-30 The Role of the Disciples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest. But he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles
lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors.
But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must become like
the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. For who is greater,
the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at
the table? But I am among you as one who serves. “You are those who
have stood by me in my trials; and I confer on you, just as my Father
has conferred on me, a kingdom, so that you may eat and drink at my
table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve
tribes of Israel.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Week Of The Priests
John 13:13-17 The Washing of the Disciples Feet
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“You call me Teacher and Lord — and you are right, for that is what I
am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that
you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants
are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the
one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you
do them.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week Of The Righteous & Just
SUNDAY
Matthew 25:31-46 The Judgement of the Nations
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him,
then he will sit on the throne of his glory.
All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate people one from another
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,
and he will put the sheep at his right hand
and the goats at the left.
Then the king will say to those at his right hand,
‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world;
for I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me,
I was naked and you gave me clothing,
I was sick and you took care of me,
I was in prison and you visited me.’
“Then the righteous will answer him,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food,
or thirsty and gave you something to drink?
151

And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you,
or naked and gave you clothing?
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison
and visited you?’
And the king will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it
to one of the least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me.’
Then he will say to those at his left hand,
‘You that are accursed,
depart from me into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels;
for I was hungry and you gave me no food,
I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,
I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing,
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’”
“Then they also will answer,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison,
and did not take care of you?’
Then he will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it
to one of the least of these,
you did not do it to me.’
And these will go away into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Week Of The Righteous & The Just
Matthew 5:1-12 The Sermon on the Mount/The Beatitudes
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught
them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. “Blessed are those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. “Blessed
are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. “Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they will see God. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
will be called children of God. “Blessed are those who are persecuted
for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed
are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds
of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Week Of The Righteous & The Just
Matthew 5:13-16 The Smiles of Salt and Light
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown
out and trampled under foot. You are the light of the world. A city built
on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Week Of The Righteous & The Just
Matthew 5:17-20 Teaching about the Law
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have
come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and
earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from
the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the
least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell
you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Week Of The Righteous & The Just
Matthew 5:21-26 Teaching about Anger
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall
not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ But I
say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable
to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell
of fire. So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your
gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or
sister, and then come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with
your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and
you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never get out
until you have paid the last penny.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Week Of The Righteous & The Just
Matthew 5:27-37 Teaching about Adultry/Divorce/Oaths
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But
I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already
committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to
sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your
members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your
right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for
you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into
hell.” “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her
a certificate of divorce.’ But I say to you that anyone who divorces his
wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery;
and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. “Again,
you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not
swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ But I
say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of
God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the
city of the great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot
make one hair white or black. Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’;
anything more than this comes from the evil one.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Week Of The Righteous & The Just
Matthew 5:38-48 Teaching about Retaliation/Love of Enemies
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes
you on the right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants to sue
you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces
you to go one mile, go also the second mile. Give to everyone who begs
from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends
rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who
love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do
the same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more
are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week Of The Faithful Departed
SUNDAY
Luke 16:19-31 The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“There was a rich man
who was dressed in purple and fine linen
and who feasted sumptuously every day.
And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus,
covered with sores,
who longed to satisfy his hunger
with what fell from the rich man’s table;
even the dogs would come and lick his sores.
The poor man died
and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham.
The rich man also died and was buried.”
“In Hades, where he was being tormented,
he looked up and saw Abraham far away
with Lazarus by his side.
He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water
and cool my tongue;
for I am in agony in these flames.’
But Abraham said,
‘Child, remember that during your lifetime
you received your good things,
and Lazarus in like manner evil things;
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but now he is comforted here,
and you are in agony.
Besides all this, between you and us
a great chasm has been fixed,
so that those who might want to pass from here to you
cannot do so,
and no one can cross from there to us.’”
“He said,
‘Then, father, I beg you
to send him to my father’s house —
for I have five brothers —
that he may warn them,
so that they will not also come into this place of torment.’
Abraham replied,
‘They have Moses and the prophets;
they should listen to them.’
He said, ‘No, father Abraham;
but if someone goes to them from the dead,
they will repent.’
He said to him,
‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be convinced
even if someone rises from the dead.’”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Week Of The Faithful Departed
Luke 12:1-7 The Leaven of the Pharisees/
Courage Under Persecution
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Meanwhile, when the crowd gathered by the thousands, so that they
trampled on one another, he began to speak first to his disciples, “Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees, that is, their hypocrisy. Nothing is
covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not
become known. Therefore whatever you have said in the dark will be
heard in the light, and what you have whispered behind closed doors
will be proclaimed from the housetops. “I tell you, my friends, do not
fear those who kill the body, and after that can do nothing more. But I
will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! Are not five sparrows
sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s sight.
But even the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you
are of more value than many sparrows.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Week Of The Faithful Departed
Luke 12:8-12 Courage Under Persecution/
Sayings About the Holy Spirit
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before others, the Son
of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of God; but whoever
denies me before others will be denied before the angels of God. And
everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven;
but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.
When they bring you before the synagogues, the rulers, and the authorities, do not worry about how you are to defend yourselves or what you
are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that very hour what you
ought to say.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Week Of The Faithful Departed
Luke 12:13-21 Sayings Against Greed/
Parable of the Rich Fool
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide
the family inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set
me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take
care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not
consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable:
“The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then
he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones,
and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my
soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your
life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose
will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves
but are not rich toward God.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Week Of The Faithful Departed
Luke 12:22-32 Dependence on God
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear.
For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider
the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor
barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than
the birds! And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your
span of life? If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that,
why do you worry about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow:
they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory
was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the
field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how
much more will he clothe you — you of little faith! And do not keep
striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not
keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these
things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, strive for
his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. “Do not be
afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Week Of The Faithful Departed
Luke 12:33-40 Dependence on God/
Vigiant and Faithful Servants
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that
do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes
near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.” “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like
those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and
knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he
comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down
to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle
of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Week Of The Faithful Departed
Luke 12:49-59 Jesus:A Cause of Division/Signs of the Times/
Settlement With an Opponent
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!
I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under
until it is completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace
to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on five in
one household will be divided, three against two and two against three;
they will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother
against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against
her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” He
also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. And when you
see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’;
and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret
the present time? “And why do you not judge for yourselves what is
right? Thus, when you go with your accuser before a magistrate, on
the way make an effort to settle the case, or you may be dragged before
the judge, and the judge hand you over to the officer, and the officer
throw you in prison. I tell you, you will never get out until you have
paid the very last penny.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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E ntrance I nto G reat L ent

Entrance Into Lent
Miracle of Cana in Galilee
SUNDAY
John 2:1-11 The Wedding at Cana
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
On the third day
there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee,
and the mother of Jesus was there.
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited
to the wedding.
When the wine gave out,
the mother of Jesus said to him,
“They have no wine.”
And Jesus said to her,
“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me?
My hour has not yet come.”
His mother said to the servants,
“Do whatever he tells you.”
Now standing there were six stone water jars
for the Jewish rites of purification,
each holding twenty or thirty gallons.
Jesus said to them,
“Fill the jars with water.”
And they filled them up to the brim.
He said to them,
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“Now draw some out,
and take it to the chief steward.”
So they took it.
When the steward tasted the water that had become wine,
and did not know where it came from
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew),
the steward called the bridegroom and said to him,
“Everyone serves the good wine first,
and then the inferior wine
after the guests have become drunk.
But you have kept the good wine until now.”
Jesus did this,
the first of his signs,
in Cana of Galilee,
and revealed his glory;
and his disciples believed in him.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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First Week of Great Lent
ASH MONDAY
Matthew 6:16-21 Teaching about Fasting/
Treasure in Heaven
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I
tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on
your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by
others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees
in secret will reward you. “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and
steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: First Week of Great Lent
Matthew 6:5-15 Teaching about Prayer/
The Lord’s Prayer
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love
to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that
they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their
reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you. “When you are praying, do not heap up empty
phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard because
of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what
you need before you ask him. “Pray then in this way: Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And do not
bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one. For if you
forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you; but if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: First Week of Great Lent
Matthew 6:1-4 Teaching About Almsgiving
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by
them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. “So
whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be
praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But
when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: First Week of Great Lent
Matthew 6:25-34 Dependence on God
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat
or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not
life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the
birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than
they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span
of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God
so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you — you of little
faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What
will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive
for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you
need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. “So do
not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own.
Today’s trouble is enough for today.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: First Week of Great Lent
Matthew 7:13-27 The Narrow Gate/False Prophets/
The True Disciple/The Two Foundations
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road is easy
that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it. For the gate
is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who
find it. “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their
fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? In the
same way, every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad
fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good
fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire. Thus you will know them by their fruits. “Not everyone
who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. On that day
many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name,
and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of power in your
name?’ Then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; go away from
me, you evildoers.’ “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and
acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. The
rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house,
but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone
who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a
foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell — and
great was its fall!”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: First Week of Great Lent
Luke 18:9-14 The Parable of the Pharisee
and the Tax Collector
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they
were righteous and regarded others with contempt: “Two men went up
to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The
Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that
I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this
tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ But
the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven,
but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the
other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble
themselves will be exalted.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Second Week Of Great Lent
Cleansing of the Leper
SUNDAY
Mark 1:35-43 Jesus Leaves Capernaum/
The Cleansing of a Leper
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
In the morning,
while it was still very dark,
he got up and went out to a deserted place,
and there he prayed.
And Simon and his companions hunted for him.
When they found him, they said to him,
“Everyone is searching for you.”
He answered,
“Let us go on to the neighboring towns,
so that I may proclaim the message there also;
for that is what I came out to do.”
And he went throughout Galilee,
proclaiming the message in their synagogues
and casting out demons.
A leper came to him begging him,
and kneeling he said to him,
“If you choose, you can make me clean.”
Moved with pity,
Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him,
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and said to him,
“I do choose. Be made clean!”
Immediately the leprosy left him,
and he was made clean.
After sternly warning him he sent him away at once.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Second Week Of Great Lent
Mark 6:22-24 The Light of the Body/
God and Money
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Lord Jesus says:
“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole
body will be full of light; but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body
will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great
is the darkness! “No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either
hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Second Week Of Great Lent
Matthew 7:1-12 Judging Others/Pearls before Swine/
The Answer to Prayers/The Golden Rule
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. For with the judgment
you make you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the
measure you get. Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye,
but do not notice the log in your own eye? Or how can you say to your
neighbor, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ while the log is in
your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye,
and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s
eye. “Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls
before swine, or they will trample them under foot and turn and maul
you. “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock,
and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives,
and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the
door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks
for bread, will give a stone? Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a
snake? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things
to those who ask him! “In everything do to others as you would have
them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Second Week Of Great Lent
Matthew 12:38-45 The Demand for a Sign/
The Return of the Unclean Spirit
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, “Teacher, we wish
to see a sign from you.” But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous
generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign
of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three nights
in the belly of the sea monster, so for three days and three nights the
Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth. The people of Nineveh will
rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because
they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater
than Jonah is here! The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment
with this generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends
of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something
greater than Solomon is here! “When the unclean spirit has gone out
of a person, it wanders through waterless regions looking for a resting
place, but it finds none. Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from
which I came.’ When it comes, it finds it empty, swept, and put in order.
Then it goes and brings along seven other spirits more evil than itself,
and they enter and live there; and the last state of that person is worse
than the first. So will it be also with this evil generation.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Second Week Of Great Lent
Luke 8:4-15 The Parable of the Sower/The Purpose
of the Parables/The Parable of the Sower Explained
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
When a great crowd gathered and people from town after town came to
him, he said in a parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he
sowed, some fell on the path and was trampled on, and the birds of the
air ate it up. Some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered for
lack of moisture. Some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it
and choked it. Some fell into good soil, and when it grew, it produced
a hundredfold.” As he said this, he called out, “Let anyone with ears
to hear listen!” Then his disciples asked him what this parable meant.
He said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom
of God; but to others I speak in parables, so that ‘looking they may not
perceive, and listening they may not understand.’ “Now the parable is
this: The seed is the word of God. The ones on the path are those who
have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. The ones on the rock
are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these
have no root; they believe only for a while and in a time of testing fall
away. As for what fell among the thorns, these are the ones who hear;
but as they go on their way, they are choked by the cares and riches and
pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. But as for that in the
good soil, these are the ones who, when they hear the word, hold it fast
in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patient endurance.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Second Week Of Great Lent
Matthew 18:23-35 The Parable of the Unforgiving Servent
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and,
as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his
wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So
the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me,
and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave,
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you
owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and
they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his
lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you
all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his
lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.
So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Second Week Of Great Lent
Mark 11:19-25 Cleansing of the Temple/The Withered Fig Tree
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
And when evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.
In the morning as they passed by, they saw the fig tree withered away
to its roots. Then Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The
fig tree that you cursed has withered.” Jesus answered them, “Have faith
in God. Truly I tell you, if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and
thrown into the sea,’ and if you do not doubt in your heart, but believe
that what you say will come to pass, it will be done for you. So I tell
you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it,
and it will be yours. “Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have
anything against anyone; so that your Father in heaven may also forgive
you your trespasses.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Third Week Of Great Lent:
SUNDAY
Luke 8:40-56 Jairus’s Daughter and the
Woman with a Hemorrhage
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
When Jesus returned,
the crowd welcomed him,
for they were all waiting for him.
Just then there came a man named Jairus,
a leader of the synagogue.
He fell at Jesus’ feet
and begged him to come to his house,
for he had an only daughter,
about twelve years old,
who was dying.
As he went, the crowds pressed in on him.
Now there was a woman
who had been suffering from hemorrhages
for twelve years;
and though she had spent all she had on physicians,
no one could cure her.
She came up behind him
and touched the fringe of his clothes,
and immediately her hemorrhage stopped.
Then Jesus asked,
“Who touched me?”
When all denied it, Peter said,
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“Master, the crowds surround you
and press in on you.”
But Jesus said, “Someone touched me;
for I noticed that power had gone out from me.”
When the woman saw
that she could not remain hidden,
she came trembling;
and falling down before him,
she declared in the presence of all the people
why she had touched him,
and how she had been immediately healed.
He said to her,
“Daughter, your faith has made you well;
go in peace.”
While he was still speaking,
someone came from the leader’s house to say,
“Your daughter is dead;
do not trouble the teacher any longer.”
When Jesus heard this, he replied,
“Do not fear. Only believe, and she will be saved.”
When he came to the house,
he did not allow anyone to enter with him,
except Peter, John, and James,
and the child’s father and mother.
They were all weeping and wailing for her;
but he said, “Do not weep;
for she is not dead but sleeping.”
And they laughed at him,
knowing that she was dead.
But he took her by the hand and called out,
“Child, get up!”
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Her spirit returned, and she got up at once.
Then he directed them to give her something to eat.
Her parents were astounded;
but he ordered them to tell no one
what had happened.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY:Third Week Of Great Lent
John 8:21-27 Jesus, the Father’s Ambassador
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Again he said to them, “I am going away, and you will search for me,
but you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.”
Then the Jews said, “Is he going to kill himself? Is that what he means
by saying, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” He said to them,
“You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not
of this world. I told you that you would die in your sins, for you will die
in your sins unless you believe that I am he.” They said to him, “Who
are you?” Jesus said to them, “Why do I speak to you at all? I have
much to say about you and much to condemn; but the one who sent me
is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from him.” They
did not understand that he was speaking to them about the Father.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Third Week Of Great Lent
Matthew 23:1-12 Denunciation of the
Scribes and Pharisees
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the
Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; therefore, do whatever they teach you and
follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they
teach. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the
shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to
move them. They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make
their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. They love to have the
place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, and
to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have people call
them rabbi. But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher,
and you are all students. And call no one your father on earth, for you
have one Father — the one in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah. The greatest among you
will be your servant. All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and
all who humble themselves will be exalted.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Third Week Of Great Lent
Matthew 17:10-13 The Coming of Elijah
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
The disciples asked him, “Why, then, do the scribes say that Elijah must
come first?” He replied, “Elijah is indeed coming and will restore all
things; but I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but they did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son
of Man is about to suffer at their hands.” Then the disciples understood
that he was speaking to them about John the Baptist.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Third Week Of Great Lent
Luke 17:20-37 The Coming of the Kingdom God/
The Day of the Son of Man
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was
coming, and he answered, “The kingdom of God is not coming with
things that can be observed; nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There
it is!’ For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you.” Then he said to
the disciples, “The days are coming when you will long to see one of
the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. They will say to
you, ‘Look there!’ or ‘Look here!’ Do not go, do not set off in pursuit.
For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the
other, so will the Son of Man be in his day. But first he must endure
much suffering and be rejected by this generation. Just as it was in the
days of Noah, so too it will be in the days of the Son of Man. They
were eating and drinking, and marrying and being given in marriage,
until the day Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed
all of them. Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot: they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, but on
the day that Lot left Sodom, it rained fire and sulfur from heaven and
destroyed all of them — it will be like that on the day that the Son of
Man is revealed. On that day, anyone on the housetop who has belongings in the house must not come down to take them away; and likewise
anyone in the field must not turn back. Remember Lot’s wife. Those
who try to make their life secure will lose it, but those who lose their
life will keep it. I tell you, on that night there will be two in one bed;
one will be taken and the other left. There will be two women grinding
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meal together; one will be taken and the other left.” Then they asked
him, “Where, Lord?” He said to them, “Where the corpse is, there the
vultures will gather.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Third Week Of Great Lent
Luke 12:16-21 Parable of the Rich Fool
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Then Jesus told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place
to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my
goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up
for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You
fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things
you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store
up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY:Third Week Of Great Lent
Matthew 12:1-14 Picking Grain on the Sabbath/
The Man with a Withered Hand
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the sabbath; his disciples were hungry, and they began to pluck heads of grain and to eat.
When the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, “Look, your disciples are
doing what is not lawful to do on the sabbath.” He said to them, “Have
you not read what David did when he and his companions were hungry?
He entered the house of God and ate the bread of the Presence, which it
was not lawful for him or his companions to eat, but only for the priests.
Or have you not read in the law that on the sabbath the priests in the
temple break the sabbath and yet are guiltless? I tell you, something
greater than the temple is here. But if you had known what this means,
‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the
guiltless. For the Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.” He left that place
and entered their synagogue; a man was there with a withered hand, and
they asked him, “Is it lawful to cure on the sabbath?” so that they might
accuse him. He said to them, “Suppose one of you has only one sheep
and it falls into a pit on the sabbath; will you not lay hold of it and lift it
out? How much more valuable is a human being than a sheep! So it is
lawful to do good on the sabbath.” Then he said to the man, “Stretch
out your hand.” He stretched it out, and it was restored, as sound as the
other. But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how to
destroy him.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Fourth Week Of Great Lent: Prodigal Son
SUNDAY
Luke 15:11-32 The Parable of the Lost Son
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“There was a man who had two sons.
The younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the share of the property
that will belong to me.’
So he divided his property between them.
A few days later the younger son gathered all he had
and traveled to a distant country,
and there he squandered his property in dissolute living.
When he had spent everything,
a severe famine took place throughout that country,
and he began to be in need.
So he went and hired himself out
to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.
He would gladly have filled himself with the pods
that the pigs were eating;
and no one gave him anything.”
“But when he came to himself he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired hands
have bread enough and to spare,
but here I am dying of hunger!
I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him,
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“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;
I am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me like one of your hired hands.”’
So he set off and went to his father.”
“But while he was still far off,
his father saw him and was filled with compassion;
he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.
Then the son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;
I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
But the father said to his slaves,
‘Quickly, bring out a robe — the best one —
and put it on him;
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
And get the fatted calf and kill it,
and let us eat and celebrate;
for this son of mine was dead and is alive again;
he was lost and is found!’
And they began to celebrate.”
“Now his elder son was in the field;
and when he came and approached the house,
he heard music and dancing.
He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on.
He replied, ‘Your brother has come,
and your father has killed the fatted calf,
because he has got him back safe and sound.’
Then he became angry and refused to go in.
His father came out and began to plead with him.
But he answered his father,
‘Listen! For all these years
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I have been working like a slave for you,
and I have never disobeyed your command;
yet you have never given me even a young goat
so that I might celebrate with my friends.
But when this son of yours came back,
who has devoured your property with prostitutes,
you killed the fatted calf for him!’
Then the father said to him,
‘Son, you are always with me,
and all that is mine is yours.
But we had to celebrate and rejoice,
because this brother of yours was dead
and has come to life;
he was lost and has been found.’”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Fourth Week Of Great Lent
Luke 9:37-45 The Healing of a Boy With a Demon/
The Second Prediction of the Passion
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great
crowd met him. Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher,
I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child. Suddenly a spirit
seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams
at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. I begged your
disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you and
bear with you? Bring your son here.” While he was coming, the demon
dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean
spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. And all were
astounded at the greatness of God. While everyone was amazed at all
that he was doing, he said to his disciples, “Let these words sink into
your ears: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into human hands.”
But they did not understand this saying; its meaning was concealed
from them, so that they could not perceive it. And they were afraid to
ask him about this saying.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Fourth Week Of Great Lent
Mark 8:22-26 The Blind Man of Bethsaida
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
They came to Bethsaida. Some people brought a blind man to Jesus and
begged him to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand and led
him out of the village; and when he had put saliva on his eyes and laid
his hands on him, he asked him, “Can you see anything?” And the man
looked up and said, “I can see people, but they look like trees, walking.”
Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he looked intently and
his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. Then he sent him
away to his home, saying, “Do not even go into the village.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Fourth Week Of Great Lent
Luke 7:1-10 The Healing of a Centurion’s Slave
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people,
he entered Capernaum. A centurion there had a slave whom he valued
highly, and who was ill and close to death. When he heard about Jesus,
he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and heal his slave.
When they came to Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, saying, “He
is worthy of having you do this for him, for he loves our people, and it
is he who built our synagogue for us.” And Jesus went with them, but
when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say
to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you
come under my roof; therefore I did not presume to come to you. But
only speak the word, and let my servant be healed. For I also am a man
set under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and
he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do
this,’ and the slave does it.” When Jesus heard this he was amazed at
him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, he said, “I tell you,
not even in Israel have I found such faith.” When those who had been
sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good health.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Fourth Week Of Great Lent
Matthew 15:29-39 The Healing of Many People/
The Feeding of the Four Thousand
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
After Jesus had left that place, he passed along the Sea of Galilee, and he
went up the mountain, where he sat down. Great crowds came to him,
bringing with them the lame, the maimed, the blind, the mute, and many
others. They put them at his feet, and he cured them, so that the crowd
was amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed whole, the
lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.
Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for
the crowd, because they have been with me now for three days and have
nothing to eat; and I do not want to send them away hungry, for they
might faint on the way.” The disciples said to him, “Where are we to
get enough bread in the desert to feed so great a crowd?” Jesus asked
them, “How many loaves have you?” They said, “Seven, and a few small
fish.” Then ordering the crowd to sit down on the ground, he took the
seven loaves and the fish; and after giving thanks he broke them and
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.
And all of them ate and were filled; and they took up the broken pieces
left over, seven baskets full. Those who had eaten were four thousand
men, besides women and children. After sending away the crowds, he
got into the boat and went to the region of Magadan.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Fourth Week Of Great Lent
Matthew 9:27-35 The Healing of Two Blind Men/
The Healing of a Mute Person/
The Compassion of Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, crying loudly,
“Have mercy on us, Son of David!” When he entered the house, the
blind men came to him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I
am able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.” Then he touched
their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be done to you.” And
their eyes were opened. Then Jesus sternly ordered them, “See that no
one knows of this.” But they went away and spread the news about him
throughout that district. After they had gone away, a demoniac who was
mute was brought to him. And when the demon had been cast out, the
one who had been mute spoke; and the crowds were amazed and said,
“Never has anything like this been seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees
said, “By the ruler of the demons he casts out the demons.” Then Jesus
went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease
and every sickness.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Fourth Week Of Great Lent
Mark 3:1-12 A Man with a Withered Hand
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
Again Jesus entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a
withered hand. They watched him to see whether he would cure him
on the sabbath, so that they might accuse him. And he said to the man
who had the withered hand, “Come forward.” Then he said to them,
“Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to
kill?” But they were silent. He looked around at them with anger; he
was grieved at their hardness of heart and said to the man, “Stretch out
your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the Herodians against
him, how to destroy him. Jesus departed with his disciples to the sea,
and a great multitude from Galilee followed him; hearing all that he
was doing, they came to him in great numbers from Judea, Jerusalem,
Idumea, beyond the Jordan, and the region around Tyre and Sidon. He
told his disciples to have a boat ready for him because of the crowd, so
that they would not crush him; for he had cured many, so that all who
had diseases pressed upon him to touch him. Whenever the unclean
spirits saw him, they fell down before him and shouted, “You are the
Son of God!” But he sternly ordered them not to make him known.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Fifth Week Of Great Lent: The Paralytic
SUNDAY
Mark 2:1-12 The Healing of a Paralytic
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days,
it was reported that he was at home.
So many gathered around
that there was no longer room for them,
not even in front of the door;
and he was speaking the word to them.
Then some people came,
bringing to him a paralyzed man,
carried by four of them.
And when they could not bring him to Jesus
because of the crowd,
they removed the roof above him;
and after having dug through it,
they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay.
When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,
“Son, your sins are forgiven.”
Now some of the scribes were sitting there,
questioning in their hearts,
“Why does this fellow speak in this way?
It is blasphemy!
Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
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At once Jesus perceived in his spirit
that they were discussing these questions
among themselves; and he said to them,
“Why do you raise such questions in your hearts?
Which is easier, to say to the paralytic,
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say,
‘Stand up and take your mat and walk’?
But so that you may know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to forgive sins” —
he said to the paralytic —
“I say to you, stand up,
take your mat and go to your home.”
And he stood up, and immediately took the mat
and went out before all of them;
so that they were all amazed
and glorified God, saying,
“We have never seen anything like this!”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Fifth Week Of Great Lent
Mark 5:1-20 The Healing of the Gerasene Demoniac
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes.
And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately a man out of
the tombs with an unclean spirit met him. He lived among the tombs;
and no one could restrain him any more, even with a chain; for he
had often been restrained with shackles and chains, but the chains he
wrenched apart, and the shackles he broke in pieces; and no one had
the strength to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and on the
mountains he was always howling and bruising himself with stones.
When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed down before
him; and he shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” For he had said to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean
spirit!” Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My
name is Legion; for we are many.” He begged him earnestly not to
send them out of the country. Now there on the hillside a great herd of
swine was feeding; and the unclean spirits begged him, “Send us into
the swine; let us enter them.” So he gave them permission. And the
unclean spirits came out and entered the swine; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and
were drowned in the sea. The swineherds ran off and told it in the city
and in the country. Then people came to see what it was that had happened. They came to Jesus and saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed
and in his right mind, the very man who had had the legion; and they
were afraid. Those who had seen what had happened to the demoniac
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and to the swine reported it. Then they began to beg Jesus to leave their
neighborhood. As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been
possessed by demons begged him that he might be with him. But Jesus
refused, and said to him, “Go home to your friends, and tell them how
much the Lord has done for you, and what mercy he has shown you.”
And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much
Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Fifth Week Of Great Lent
Mark 6:47-56 The Walking on the Water/
The Healing at Gannesaret
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
When evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and Jesus was alone
on the land. When he saw that they were straining at the oars against an
adverse wind, he came towards them early in the morning, walking on
the sea. He intended to pass them by. But when they saw him walking
on the sea, they thought it was a ghost and cried out; for they all saw
him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said,
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Then he got into the boat with
them and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, for they did
not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened. When
they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the
boat. When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him,
and rushed about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats
to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he went, into villages or
cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him
that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched
it were healed.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Fifth Week Of Great Lent
Luke 7:11-17 Raising of the Window’s Son
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Soon afterwards Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and
a large crowd went with him. As he approached the gate of the town,
a man who had died was being carried out. He was his mother’s only
son, and she was a widow; and with her was a large crowd from the
town. When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to
her, “Do not weep.” Then he came forward and touched the bier, and
the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you, rise!”
The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his
mother. Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God, saying, “A
great prophet has risen among us!” and “God has looked favorably on
his people!” This word about him spread throughout Judea and all the
surrounding country.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Fifth Week Of Great Lent
Mark 4:33-41 The Mustard Seed/
The Calming of a Storm at Sea
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
With many such parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as they were
able to hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. On that day, when evening
had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” And
leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as
he was. Other boats were with him. A great windstorm arose, and the
waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped.
But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up
and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” He
woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”
Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them,
“Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled
with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the
wind and the sea obey him?”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Fifth Week Of Great Lent
Luke 4:31-44 The Cure of a Demoniac/
The Cure of Simon’s Mother-in-Law/
Other Healings/Jesus Leaves Capernaum
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus went down to Capernaum, a city in Galilee, and was teaching
them on the sabbath. They were astounded at his teaching, because he
spoke with authority. In the synagogue there was a man who had the
spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, “Let
us alone! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you
come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But
Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” When the
demon had thrown him down before them, he came out of him without
having done him any harm. They were all amazed and kept saying to
one another, “What kind of utterance is this? For with authority and
power he commands the unclean spirits, and out they come!” And a
report about him began to reach every place in the region. After leaving
the synagogue he entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law
was suffering from a high fever, and they asked him about her. Then he
stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. Immediately she
got up and began to serve them. As the sun was setting, all those who
had any who were sick with various kinds of diseases brought them to
him; and he laid his hands on each of them and cured them. Demons
also came out of many, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that
he was the Messiah. At daybreak he departed and went into a deserted
place. And the crowds were looking for him; and when they reached him,
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they wanted to prevent him from leaving them. But he said to them, “I
must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other cities
also; for I was sent for this purpose.” So he continued proclaiming the
message in the synagogues of Judea.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Fifth Week Of Great Lent
Mark 7:31-37 The Healing of a Deaf Man
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
Then Jesus returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They
brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and
they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private,
away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and
touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said
to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears
were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more
zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure,
saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear
and the mute to speak.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Hosanna Week: Healing of The Blind Man
SUNDAY
Mark 10:46-52 The Blind Bartimaeus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
They came to Jericho.
As Jesus and his disciples and a large crowd
were leaving Jericho,
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar,
was sitting by the roadside.
When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth,
he began to shout out and say,
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
Many sternly ordered him to be quiet,
but he cried out even more loudly,
“Son of David, have mercy on me!”
Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.”
And they called the blind man,
saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.”
So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.
Then Jesus said to him,
“What do you want me to do for you?”
The blind man said to him,
“My teacher, let me see again.”
Jesus said to him,
“Go; your faith has made you well.”
Immediately he regained his sight
and followed him on the way.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Hosanna Week
John 7:32-36 Officers Sent to Arrest Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering such things about him, and the
chief priests and Pharisees sent temple police to arrest him. Jesus then
said, “I will be with you a little while longer, and then I am going to
him who sent me. You will search for me, but you will not find me; and
where I am, you cannot come.” The Jews said to one another, “Where
does this man intend to go that we will not find him? Does he intend
to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? What
does he mean by saying, ‘You will search for me and you will not find
me’ and ‘Where I am, you cannot come’?”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Hosanna Week
John 7:1-13 The Feast of Tabernacles
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He did not wish to go about in
Judea because the Jews were looking for an opportunity to kill him.
Now the Jewish festival of Booths was near. So his brothers said to
him, “Leave here and go to Judea so that your disciples also may see the
works you are doing; for no one who wants to be widely known acts
in secret. If you do these things, show yourself to the world.” (For not
even his brothers believed in him.) Jesus said to them, “My time has
not yet come, but your time is always here. The world cannot hate you,
but it hates me because I testify against it that its works are evil. Go to
the festival yourselves. I am not going to this festival, for my time has
not yet fully come.” After saying this, he remained in Galilee. But after his brothers had gone to the festival, then he also went, not publicly
but as it were in secret. The Jews were looking for him at the festival
and saying, “Where is he?” And there was considerable complaining
about him among the crowds. While some were saying, “He is a good
man,” others were saying, “No, he is deceiving the crowd.” Yet no one
would speak openly about him for fear of the Jews.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Hosanna Week
Luke 11:37-48 Denunciation of the Pharisees
and Scholars of the Law
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
While he was speaking, a Pharisee invited him to dine with him; so he
went in and took his place at the table. The Pharisee was amazed to
see that he did not first wash before dinner. Then the Lord said to him,
“Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but
inside you are full of greed and wickedness. You fools! Did not the
one who made the outside make the inside also? So give for alms those
things that are within; and see, everything will be clean for you. “But
woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and herbs of all kinds,
and neglect justice and the love of God; it is these you ought to have
practiced, without neglecting the others. Woe to you Pharisees! For you
love to have the seat of honor in the synagogues and to be greeted with
respect in the marketplaces. Woe to you! For you are like unmarked
graves, and people walk over them without realizing it.” One of the
lawyers answered him, “Teacher, when you say these things, you insult
us too.” And he said, “Woe also to you lawyers! For you load people
with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not lift a finger to ease
them. Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your
ancestors killed. So you are witnesses and approve of the deeds of your
ancestors; for they killed them, and you build their tombs.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Hosanna Week
Luke 18:31-34 The Third Prediction of the Passion
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus took the twelve aside and said to them, “See, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the
prophets will be accomplished. For he will be handed over to the Gentiles; and he will be mocked and insulted and spat upon. After they have
flogged him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise again.”
But they understood nothing about all these things; in fact, what he said
was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Hosanna Week
Luke 4:1-13 The Temptation of Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by
the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by
the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were
over, he was famished. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered
him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’” Then the
devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the
world. And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and
all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” Jesus
answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve
only him.’” Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on
the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down from here, for it is written, ‘He will command
his angels concerning you, to protect you,’ and ‘On their hands they
will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”
Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.’” When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him
until an opportune time.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Hosanna Week
Lazarus Saturday
John 11:55-12:11 The Last Passover/
The Anointing at Bethany
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
The Passover of the Jews was near,
and many went up from the country to Jerusalem
before the Passover to purify themselves.
They were looking for Jesus
and were asking one another as they stood in the temple,
“What do you think?
Surely he will not come to the festival, will he?”
Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders
that anyone who knew where Jesus was
should let them know, so that they might arrest him.
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany,
the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.
There they gave a dinner for him.
Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him.
Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard,
anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair.
The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples
(the one who was about to betray him), said,
“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii
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and the money given to the poor?”
(He said this not because he cared about the poor,
but because he was a thief;
he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)
Jesus said, “Leave her alone.
She bought it so that she might keep it
for the day of my burial.
You always have the poor with you,
but you do not always have me.”
When the great crowd of the Jews learned
that he was there,
they came not only because of Jesus
but also to see Lazarus,
whom he had raised from the dead.
So the chief priests planned
to put Lazarus to death as well,
since it was on account of him
that many of the Jews were deserting
and were believing in Jesus.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Hosanna Sunday & Holy Week:
SUNDAY
John 12:12-22 The Entry into Jerusalem/
The Coming of Jesus’ Hour
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
The next day
the great crowd that had come to the festival
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.
So they took branches of palm trees
and went out to meet him, shouting,
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes
in the name of the Lord — the King of Israel!”
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it;
as it is written:
“Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion.
Look, your king is coming,
sitting on a donkey’s colt!”
His disciples did not understand these things at first;
but when Jesus was glorified,
then they remembered that these things
had been written of him and had been done to him.
So the crowd that had been with him
when he called Lazarus out of the tomb
and raised him from the dead continued to testify.
It was also because they heard
that he had performed this sign
that the crowd went to meet him.
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The Pharisees then said to one another,
“You see, you can do nothing.
Look, the world has gone after him!”
Now among those who went up
to worship at the festival were some Greeks.
They came to Philip,
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee,
and said to him,
“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”
Philip went and told Andrew;
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Holy Week
Matthew 21:17-27 The Cleansing of the Temple/
The Cursing of the Fig Tree/
The Authority of Jesus Questioned
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Jesus left them, went out of the city to Bethany, and spent the night there.
In the morning, when he returned to the city, he was hungry. And seeing
a fig tree by the side of the road, he went to it and found nothing at all
on it but leaves. Then he said to it, “May no fruit ever come from you
again!” And the fig tree withered at once. When the disciples saw it,
they were amazed, saying, “How did the fig tree wither at once?” Jesus
answered them, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not
only will you do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say
to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ it will be done.
Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith, you will receive.” When he
entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came
to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing
these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I
will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will
also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued
with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you
by what authority I am doing these things.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Holy Week
Luke 13:22-30 The Narrow Door/
Salvation and Rejection
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus went through one town and village after another, teaching as he
made his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, “Lord, will only a few
be saved?” He said to them, “Strive to enter through the narrow door;
for many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able. When once
the owner of the house has got up and shut the door, and you begin to
stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then
in reply he will say to you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ Then
you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in
our streets.’ But he will say, ‘I do not know where you come from; go
away from me, all you evildoers!’ There will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets
in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrown out. Then people
will come from east and west, from north and south, and will eat in the
kingdom of God. Indeed, some are last who will be first, and some are
first who will be last.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Holy Week
John 11:47-54 Session of the Sanhedrin
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
So the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the council,
and said, “What are we to do? This man is performing many signs. If
we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans
will come and destroy both our holy place and our nation.” But one of
them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know
nothing at all! You do not understand that it is better for you to have one
man die for the people than to have the whole nation destroyed.” He did
not say this on his own, but being high priest that year he prophesied
that Jesus was about to die for the nation, and not for the nation only,
but to gather into one the dispersed children of God. So from that day
on they planned to put him to death. Jesus therefore no longer walked
about openly among the Jews, but went from there to a town called
Ephraim in the region near the wilderness; and he remained there with
the disciples.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY OF MYSTERIES
I
Luke 22:1-23 The Conspiracy against Jesus/
Preparations for the Passover
The Last Supper/The Betrayal Foretold
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
The festival of Unleavened Bread,
which is called the Passover, was near.
The chief priests and the scribes
were looking for a way to put Jesus to death,
for they were afraid of the people.
Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot,
who was one of the twelve;
he went away and conferred with the chief priests
and officers of the temple police
about how he might betray him to them.
They were greatly pleased
and agreed to give him money.
So he consented and began to look for an opportunity
to betray him to them when no crowd was present.
Then came the day of Unleavened Bread,
on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed.
So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying,
“Go and prepare the Passover meal for us
that we may eat it.”
They asked him,
“Where do you want us to make preparations for it?”
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“Listen,” he said to them,
“when you have entered the city,
a man carrying a jar of water will meet you;
follow him into the house he enters
and say to the owner of the house,
‘The teacher asks you,
“Where is the guest room,
where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?”’
He will show you a large room upstairs, already furnished.
Make preparations for us there.”
So they went and found everything as he had told them;
and they prepared the Passover meal.
When the hour came,
he took his place at the table,
and the apostles with him.
He said to them,
“I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you
before I suffer;
for I tell you,
I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”
Then he took a cup,
and after giving thanks he said,
“Take this and divide it among yourselves;
for I tell you that from now on
I will not drink of the fruit of the vine
until the kingdom of God comes.”
Then he took a loaf of bread,
and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and gave it to them, saying,
“This is my body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying,
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“This cup that is poured out for you
is the new covenant in my blood.
But see, the one who betrays me is with me,
and his hand is on the table.
For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined,
but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!”
Then they began to ask one another,
which one of them it could be who would do this.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

228

THURSDAY OF MYSTERIES
II
Washing of the Feet
John 13:1-20 The Washing of the Disciples’ Feet
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Before the festival of the Passover,
Jesus knew that his hour had come
to depart from this world and go to the Father.
Having loved his own who were in the world,
he loved them to the end.
The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas
son of Simon Iscariot to betray him.
And during supper Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given
all things into his hands,
and that he had come from God
and was going to God,
got up from the table, took off his outer robe,
and tied a towel around himself.
Then he poured water into a basin
and began to wash the disciples’ feet
and to wipe them with the towel
that was tied around him.
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,
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“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
Jesus answered,
“You do not know now what I am doing,
but later you will understand.”
Peter said to him,
“You will never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered,
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.”
Simon Peter said to him,
“Lord, not my feet only
but also my hands and my head!”
Jesus said to him,
“One who has bathed does not need to wash,
except for the feet, but is entirely clean.
And you are clean, though not all of you.”
For he knew who was to betray him;
for this reason he said,
“Not all of you are clean.”
After he had washed their feet,
had put on his robe, and had returned to the table,
he said to them,
“Do you know what I have done to you?
You call me Teacher and Lord —
and you are right, for that is what I am.
So if I, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet,
you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
For I have set you an example,
that you also should do as I have done to you.
Very truly, I tell you,
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servants are not greater than their master,
nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them.
If you know these things,
you are blessed if you do them.
I am not speaking of all of you;
I know whom I have chosen.
But it is to fulfill the scripture,
‘The one who ate my bread
has lifted his heel against me.’
I tell you this now, before it occurs,
so that when it does occur,
you may believe that I am he.
Very truly, I tell you,
whoever receives one whom I send receives me;
and whoever receives me
receives him who sent me.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Great Friday of the Crucifixion
John 19:31-37 The Blood and Water
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies
left on the cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was
a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the
crucified men broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came
and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified
with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already
dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced
his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. (He who
saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true,
and he knows that he tells the truth.) These things occurred so that the
scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” And
again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one
whom they have pierced.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Great Friday: Adoration of the Cross
Both of the following gospels are proclaimed.
Luke 22:1-23 The good thief
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are
doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood
by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others;
let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was
also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” One of the
criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him,
saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are
getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing
wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.” It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole
land until three in the afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the
curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud
voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said
this, he breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had taken place,
he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.”
233

Great Friday: Adoration of the Cross
John 19:17-30 Jesus gives up his spirit
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Carrying the cross by himself, Jesus went out to what is called The Place
of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified
him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between
them. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read,
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this
inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the
city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the
chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the
Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate answered,
“What I have written I have written.” When the soldiers had crucified
Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for
each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless,
woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, “Let us
not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill
what the scripture says, “They divided my clothes among themselves,
and for my clothing they cast lots.” And that is what the soldiers did.
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When
Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside
her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said
to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple
took her into his own home. After this, when Jesus knew that all was
now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.”
A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of
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the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus
had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head
and gave up his spirit.
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SATURDAY OF THE AWAITED LIGHT
Matthew 27:62-66 The Guard at the Tomb
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and
the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember what
that impostor said while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise
again.’ Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third
day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the
people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception would
be worse than the first.” Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.” So they went with the guard
and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Great Saturday of the Light
Prayer of Forgiveness
Matthew 18:15-22 Fraternal correction/The power of
United prayer/Seventy times seven
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out
the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you,
you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or
two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by
the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen
to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even
to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly
I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will
be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there among them.” Then Peter came and
said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me,
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to
him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Season of the Glorious Resurrection

Great Sunday Of The Resurrection
MIDNIGHT LITURGY
Matthew 28:1-10 The Resurrection of Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
After the sabbath,
as the first day of the week was dawning,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
went to see the tomb.
And suddenly there was a great earthquake;
for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven,
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.
His appearance was like lightning,
and his clothing white as snow.
For fear of him the guards shook
and became like dead men.
But the angel said to the women,
“Do not be afraid;
I know that you are looking for Jesus
who was crucified.
He is not here;
for he has been raised, as he said.
Come, see the place where he lay.
Then go quickly and tell his disciples,
‘He has been raised from the dead,
and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee;
there you will see him.’
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This is my message for you.”
So they left the tomb quickly
with fear and great joy,
and ran to tell his disciples.
Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!”
And they came to him,
took hold of his feet,
and worshiped him.
Then Jesus said to them,
“Do not be afraid;
go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee;
there they will see me.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Great Sunday Of The Resurrection
MORNING LITURGY
Mark 16:1-8 The Resurrection of Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
When the sabbath was over,
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James,
and Salome bought spices,
so that they might go and anoint him.
And very early on the first day of the week,
when the sun had risen,
they went to the tomb.
They had been saying to one another,
“Who will roll away the stone for us
from the entrance to the tomb?”
When they looked up, they saw that the stone,
which was very large, had already been rolled back.
As they entered the tomb,
they saw a young man,
dressed in a white robe,
sitting on the right side;
and they were alarmed.
But he said to them,
“Do not be alarmed;
you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth,
who was crucified.
He has been raised;
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he is not here.
Look, there is the place they laid him.
But go, tell his disciples and Peter
that he is going ahead of you to Galilee;
there you will see him, just as he told you.”
So they went out and fled from the tomb,
for terror and amazement had seized them;
and they said nothing to anyone,
for they were afraid.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY:Week Of The Resurrection
Mark 16:9-14 The Appearance to Mary Magdalene/
The Apperance to Two Disciples/
The Commissioning of the Eleven
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
After Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to
Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. She went
out and told those who had been with him, while they were mourning
and weeping. But when they heard that he was alive and had been seen
by her, they would not believe it. After this he appeared in another form
to two of them, as they were walking into the country. And they went
back and told the rest, but they did not believe them. Later he appeared
to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had
not believed those who saw him after he had risen.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Week Of The Resurrection
John 21:1-14 The Appearance to the Seven Disciples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the
Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana
in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon
Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will
go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they
caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the
disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children,
you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” He said to them,
“Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So
they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were
so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the
Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some
clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not
far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. When they had gone
ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus
said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a
hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was
not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none
of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew
it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them,
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and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus
appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Week Of The Resurrection
John 21:15-25 Jesus and Peter/The Beloved Disciple/
Conclusion
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon
son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes,
Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”
A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him,
“Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John,
do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time,
“Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything;
you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very
truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own
belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you
and take you where you do not wish to go.” (He said this to indicate
the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to
him, “Follow me.” Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved
following them; he was the one who had reclined next to Jesus at the
supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” When
Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about him?” Jesus said to
him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?
Follow me!” So the rumor spread in the community that this disciple
would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but,
“If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?” This is
the disciple who is testifying to these things and has written them, and
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we know that his testimony is true. But there are also many other things
that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, I suppose that
the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Week Of The Resurrection
Mark 16:15-18 The Commissioning of the Eleven
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.
The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who
does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany
those who believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they
will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and
if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their
hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Week Of The Resurrection
Luke 24:36-45 The Appearance to the Disciples in Jerusalem
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and
said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and terrified, and
thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands
and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said
this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything
here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and
ate in their presence. Then he said to them, “These are my words that I
spoke to you while I was still with you — that everything written about
me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”
Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Week Of The Resurrection
John 20:19-25 Appearance to the Disciples/Thomas
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called
the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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New Sunday & Second Week Of The Resurrection
John 20:26-31 Thomas/Conclusion
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
A week later
his disciples were again in the house,
and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut,
Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.”
Then he said to Thomas,
“Put your finger here and see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.”
Thomas answered him,
“My Lord and my God!”
Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.”
Now Jesus did many other signs
in the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this book.
But these are written
so that you may come to believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,
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and that through believing
you may have life in his name.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

252

MONDAY: Second Week Of The Resurrection
John 20:1-10 The Empty Tomb
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the
tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the
one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then
Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached
the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings
lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him,
and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the
cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings
but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they
did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then
the disciples returned to their homes.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Second Week Of The Resurrection
John 20:11-18 The Appearance to Mary of Magdala
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the
body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.
They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them,
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have
laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”
Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to
me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said
these things to her.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Second Week Of The Resurrection
Matthew 28:11-15 The Report of the Guard
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
While they were going, some of the guard went into the city and told
the chief priests everything that had happened. After the priests had
assembled with the elders, they devised a plan to give a large sum of
money to the soldiers, telling them, “You must say, ‘His disciples came
by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ If this comes to
the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”
So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this story
is still told among the Jews to this day.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Second Week Of The Resurrection
Matthew 28:16-20 The Commissioning of the Disciples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus
had directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some
doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Second Week Of The Resurrection
John 2:13-25 Cleansing of the Temple
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and
the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he
drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He
also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their
tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out
of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”
The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?”
Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise
it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction
for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was
speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead,
his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. When he was in Jerusalem during the Passover festival, many believed in his name because
they saw the signs that he was doing. But Jesus on his part would not
entrust himself to them, because he knew all people and needed no one
to testify about anyone; for he himself knew what was in everyone.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Second Week Of The Resurrection
Matthew 22:41-46 The Question about David’s Son
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They
said to him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then that
David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? If
David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able
to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him
any more questions.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

258

Third Week Of The Resurrection:
SUNDAY
Luke 24:13-35 The Appearance on the Road to Emmaus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
On that same day
two of them were going to a village called Emmaus,
about seven miles from Jerusalem,
and talking with each other
about all these things that had happened.
While they were talking and discussing,
Jesus himself came near and went with them,
but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.
And he said to them,
“What are you discussing with each other
while you walk along?”
They stood still, looking sad.
Then one of them,
whose name was Cleopas, answered him,
“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem
who does not know the things
that have taken place there in these days?”
He asked them, “What things?”
They replied,
“The things about Jesus of Nazareth,
who was a prophet mighty in deed and word
before God and all the people,
and how our chief priests and leaders
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handed him over to be condemned to death
and crucified him.
But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.
Yes, and besides all this,
it is now the third day since these things took place.
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us.
They were at the tomb early this morning,
and when they did not find his body there,
they came back and told us
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels
who said that he was alive.
Some of those who were with us went to the tomb
and found it just as the women had said;
but they did not see him.”
Then he said to them,
“Oh, how foolish you are,
and how slow of heart to believe
all that the prophets have declared!
Was it not necessary that the Messiah
should suffer these things
and then enter into his glory?”
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
he interpreted to them
the things about himself in all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going,
he walked ahead as if he were going on.
But they urged him strongly, saying,
“Stay with us, because it is almost evening
and the day is now nearly over.”
So he went in to stay with them.
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When he was at the table with them,
he took bread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to them.
Then their eyes were opened,
and they recognized him;
and he vanished from their sight.
They said to each other,
“Were not our hearts burning within us
while he was talking to us on the road,
while he was opening the scriptures to us?”
That same hour they got up
and returned to Jerusalem;
and they found the eleven and their companions
gathered together.
They were saying,
“The Lord has risen indeed,
and he has appeared to Simon!”
Then they told what had happened on the road,
and how he had been made known to them
in the breaking of the bread.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Third Week Of The Resurrection
Luke 24:44-49 The Appearance to the Disciples in Jerusalem
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you — that
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is
to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance
and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see,
I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the
city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Third Week Of The Resurrection
John 6:28-34 The Bread of Life Discourse
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
They said to Jesus, “What must we do to perform the works of God?”
Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him
whom he has sent.” So they said to him, “What sign are you going to
give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you
performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” Then Jesus said to them,
“Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from
heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven.
For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives
life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

263

WEDNESDAY: Third Week Of The Resurrection
John 6:34-40 The Bread of Life Discourse
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” Jesus said to them,
“I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But I said to you that you
have seen me and yet do not believe. Everything that the Father gives
me will come to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never drive
away; for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but
the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me,
that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on
the last day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the
Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up
on the last day.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Third Week Of The Resurrection
John 6:41-47 The Bread of Life Discourse
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
The Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the
bread that came down from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can
he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” Jesus answered them,
“Do not complain among yourselves. No one can come to me unless
drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on
the last day. It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught
by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes
to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from
God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has
eternal life.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Third Week Of The Resurrection
John 6:48-59 The Bread of Life Discourse
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness,
and they died. This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that
one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from
heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that
I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” The Jews then disputed
among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”
So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those
who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise
them up on the last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true
drink. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in
them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father,
so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came
down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died.
But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said these things
while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Third Week Of The Resurrection
John 6:60-71 The Bread of Life Discourse
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were
complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? Then what
if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before?
It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have
spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who do
not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did
not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said,
“For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it
is granted by the Father.” Because of this many of his disciples turned
back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked the twelve,
“Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to
whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to
believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” Jesus answered
them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve? Yet one of you is a devil.” He
was speaking of Judas son of Simon Iscariot, for he, though one of the
twelve, was going to betray him.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Fourth Week Of The Resurrection:
SUNDAY
John 21:1-14 The Appearance of the Seven Disciples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
After these things
Jesus showed himself again to the disciples
by the Sea of Tiberias;
and he showed himself in this way.
Gathered there together were Simon Peter,
Thomas called the Twin,
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee,
and two others of his disciples.
Simon Peter said to them,
“I am going fishing.”
They said to him,
“We will go with you.”
They went out and got into the boat,
but that night they caught nothing.
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach;
but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.
Jesus said to them,
“Children, you have no fish, have you?”
They answered him, “No.”
He said to them,
“Cast the net to the right side of the boat,
and you will find some.”
So they cast it,
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and now they were not able to haul it in
because there were so many fish.
That disciple whom Jesus loved
said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord,
he put on some clothes, for he was naked,
and jumped into the sea.
But the other disciples came in the boat,
dragging the net full of fish,
for they were not far from the land,
only about a hundred yards off.
When they had gone ashore,
they saw a charcoal fire there,
with fish on it, and bread.
Jesus said to them,
“Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.”
So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore,
full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them;
and though there were so many, the net was not torn.
Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.”
Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?”
because they knew it was the Lord.
Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them,
and did the same with the fish.
This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples
after he was raised from the dead.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

269

MONDAY: Fourth Week Of The Resurrection
Luke 5:1-11 The Call of Simon the Fisherman
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the
crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats
there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and
were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging
to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he
sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished
speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down
your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all
night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the
nets.” When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets
were beginning to break. So they signaled their partners in the other
boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so
that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at
Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”
For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that
they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who
were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid;
from now on you will be catching people.” When they had brought their
boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Fourth Week Of The Resurrection
Luke 8:22-25 The Calming of a Storm at Sea
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
One day Jesus got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them,
“Let us go across to the other side of the lake.” So they put out, and
while they were sailing he fell asleep. A windstorm swept down on the
lake, and the boat was filling with water, and they were in danger. They
went to him and woke him up, shouting, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he woke up and rebuked the wind and the raging waves;
they ceased, and there was a calm. He said to them, “Where is your
faith?” They were afraid and amazed, and said to one another, “Who
then is this, that he commands even the winds and the water, and they
obey him?”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Fourth Week Of The Resurrection
John 6:1-15 Multiplication of the Loaves
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called
the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him, because they saw
the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain
and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of
the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming
toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these
people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he
was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not
buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples,
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who
has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many
people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a
great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand
in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as
they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up
the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered
them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those
who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign
that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is
to come into the world.” When Jesus realized that they were about to
come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to
the mountain by himself.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Fourth Week Of The Ressurrection
John 6:16-21 Walking on the Water
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat,
and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus
had not yet come to them. The sea became rough because a strong wind
was blowing. When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw
Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they wanted
to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land
toward which they were going.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Fourth Week Of The Ressurrection
John 6:22-27 The Bread of Life Discourse
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw
that there had been only one boat there. They also saw that Jesus had not
got into the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away
alone. Then some boats from Tiberias came near the place where they
had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. So when the crowd
saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they themselves got
into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. When they
found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when
did you come here?” Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you
are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate
your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for
the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give
you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Fourth Week Of The Resurrection
Matthew 14:22-33 The Walking on Water
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead
to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by
the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying,
“It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke
to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered
him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”
He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind,
he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save
me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying
to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into
the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Fifth Week Of The Resurrection:
SUNDAY
John 21:15-19 Jesus and Peter
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
When they had finished breakfast,
Jesus said to Simon Peter,
“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”
A second time he said to him,
“Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.”
He said to him the third time,
“Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time,
“Do you love me?”
And he said to him,
“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.
Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger,
you used to fasten your own belt
and to go wherever you wished.
But when you grow old,
you will stretch out your hands,
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and someone else will fasten a belt around you
and take you where you do not wish to go.”
(He said this to indicate the kind of death
by which he would glorify God.)
After this he said to him, “Follow me.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Fifth Week Of The Resurrection
Luke 22:28-34 The Role of the Disciples/Peter’s Denial Foretold
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“You are those who have stood by me in my trials; and I confer on you,
just as my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, so that you may eat
and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging
the twelve tribes of Israel. “Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded
to sift all of you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your own
faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned back, strengthen
your brothers.” And he said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you
to prison and to death!” Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the cock will not
crow this day, until you have denied three times that you know me.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Fifth Week Of The Resurrection
John 1:35-42 The First Disciples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and
as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of
God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.
When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are
you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means
Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.”
They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him
that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who
heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.
He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus,
who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to
be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Fifth Week Of The Resurrection
Matthew 16:21-28 The First Prediction of the Passion/
The Conditions of the Discipleship
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go
to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said
to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole
world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their
life? “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly
I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before
they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Fifth Week Of The Resurrection
Matthew 16:11-20 The Leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees/Peters
Confession about Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“How could you fail to perceive that I was not speaking about bread?
Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees!” Then they understood that he had not told them to beware of the yeast of bread, but
of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Now when Jesus came
into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John
the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Fifth Week Of The Resurrection
Matthew 18:18-22 A Brother Who Sins/
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servent
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly
I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will
be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there among them.” Then Peter came and
said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me,
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to
him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Fifth Week Of The Resurrection
Matthew 17:24-27 Payment of the Temple Tax
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
When they reached Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax came
to Peter and said, “Does your teacher not pay the temple tax?” He said,
“Yes, he does.” And when he came home, Jesus spoke of it first, asking,
“What do you think, Simon? From whom do kings of the earth take toll
or tribute? From their children or from others?” When Peter said, “From
others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the children are free. However, so that
we do not give offense to them, go to the sea and cast a hook; take the
first fish that comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a
coin; take that and give it to them for you and me.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Sixth Week Of The Resurrection:
SUNDAY
Luke 24:36-48 The Appearance to the Disciples in Jerusalem
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
While they were talking about this,
Jesus himself stood among them and said to them,
“Peace be with you.”
They were startled and terrified,
and thought that they were seeing a ghost.
He said to them, “Why are you frightened,
and why do doubts arise in your hearts?
Look at my hands and my feet;
see that it is I myself.
Touch me and see;
for a ghost does not have flesh and bones
as you see that I have.”
And when he had said this,
he showed them his hands and his feet.
While in their joy
they were disbelieving and still wondering,
he said to them,
“Have you anything here to eat?”
They gave him a piece of broiled fish,
and he took it and ate in their presence.
Then he said to them,
“These are my words that I spoke to you
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while I was still with you —
that everything written about me in the law of Moses,
the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”
Then he opened their minds
to understand the scriptures,
and he said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third day,
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins
is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these things.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

285

MONDAY: Sixth Week Of The Resurrection
John 11:1-16 The Raising of Lazarus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So
the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But
when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather
it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through
it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus,
after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in
the place where he was. Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us
go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were
just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk
during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world.
But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.”
After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep,
but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord,
if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely
to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake
I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us
also go, that we may die with him.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Sixth Week Of The Resurrection
John 11:17-27 The Raising of Lazarus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb
four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away,
and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them
about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went
and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord,
if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now
I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to
her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I
am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never
die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Sixth Week Of The Resurrection
John 11:32-44 The Raising of Lazarus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet
and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her
also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and
see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind
man have kept this man from dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man,
said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead
four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed,
you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard
me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake
of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.”
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”
The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth,
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and
let him go.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Sixth Week Of The Resurrection
Ascension Thursday
Mark 16:15-20 The Commissioning of the Eleven/
The Ascension of Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
Jesus said to his disciples,
“Go into all the world
and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.
The one who believes and is baptized
will be saved;
but the one who does not believe
will be condemned.
And these signs will accompany those who believe:
by using my name
they will cast out demons;
they will speak in new tongues;
they will pick up snakes in their hands,
and if they drink any deadly thing,
it will not hurt them;
they will lay their hands on the sick,
and they will recover.”
So then the Lord Jesus,
after he had spoken to them,
was taken up into heaven
and sat down at the right hand of God.
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And they went out
and proclaimed the good news everywhere,
while the Lord worked with them
and confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied it.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Sixth Week Of The Resurrection
John 3:12-15 Nicodemus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus said his disciples:
“If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can
you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended
into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Sixth Week Of The Resurrection
John 14:1-6 The Last Supper Discourses
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus said his disciples:
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the
way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we
do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Seventh Week Of The Resurrection:
SUNDAY
John 13:31-35 The New Commandment
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
When he had gone out, Jesus said to his disciples,
“Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him.
If God has been glorified in him,
God will also glorify him in himself
and will glorify him at once.
Little children,
I am with you only a little longer.
You will look for me;
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you,
‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’
I give you a new commandment,
that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Seventh Week Of The Resurrection
John 12:20-25 The Coming of Jesus’ Hour
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some
Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew;
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them,
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I
tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains
just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love
their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it
for eternal life.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Seventh Week Of The Resurrection
John 12:26-30 The Coming of Jesus’ Hour
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus said his disciples:
“Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. “Now my
soul is troubled. And what should I say — ‘Father, save me from this
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father,
glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified
it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said
that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Seventh Week Of The Resurrection
John 12:31-36 The Coming of Jesus’ Hour
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus said his disciples:
“Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will
be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to
die. The crowd answered him, “We have heard from the law that the
Messiah remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must
be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” Jesus said to them, “The light
is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the
darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do
not know where you are going. While you have the light, believe in the
light, so that you may become children of light.” After Jesus had said
this, he departed and hid from them.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Seventh Week Of The Resurrection
John 12:37-43 Unbelief and Belief among the Jews
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Although Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they did
not believe in him. This was to fulfill the word spoken by the prophet
Isaiah: “Lord, who has believed our message, and to whom has the arm
of the Lord been revealed?” And so they could not believe, because
Isaiah also said, “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, so
that they might not look with their eyes, and understand with their heart
and turn — and I would heal them.” Isaiah said this because he saw his
glory and spoke about him. Nevertheless many, even of the authorities,
believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they did not confess it,
for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved
human glory more than the glory that comes from God.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Seventh Week Of The Resurrection
Mark 12:28-34 The Greatest Commandment
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which
commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear,
O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than
these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have
truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to love
him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the
strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’ — this is much more
important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus
saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Seventh Week Of The Resurrection
Matthew 5:43-48 Love of Enemies
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends
rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who
love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do
the same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more
are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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S eason of the G lorious P entecost

Week Of Pentecost:
SUNDAY
John 14:15-20 The Advocate
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“If you love me,
you will keep my commandments.
And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate,
to be with you forever.
This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him.
You know him, because he abides with you,
and he will be in you.
“I will not leave you orphaned;
I am coming to you.
In a little while the world will no longer see me,
but you will see me;
because I live, you also will live.
On that day you will know that I am in my Father,
and you in me, and I in you.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Week Of Pentecost
John 3:5-8 Nicodemus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of
God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is
flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that
I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where
it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Week Of Pentecost
John 4:21-24 The Samaritan Woman
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the
Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Week Of Pentecost
John 7:37-39 Rivers of Living Water
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing
there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the
one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” Now he said this about
the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was
no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Week Of Pentecost
John 14:1-7 Last Supper Discourses
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so,
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the
way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do
not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said
to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Week Of Pentecost
John 14:8-14 Last Supper Discourses
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Philip said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and
you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am
in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do
not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you
do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly,
I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do
and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the
Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will
do it.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Week Of Pentecost
John 14:27-31a The Advocate
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let
them be afraid. You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am
coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to
the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you
this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe. I will
no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He
has no power over me; but I do as the Father has commanded me, so
that the world may know that I love the Father.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The SecondWeek Of Pentecost:
TRINITY SUNDAY
Matthew 28:16-20 The Commissioning of the Disciples
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
The eleven disciples went to Galilee,
to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
When they saw him, they worshiped him;
but some doubted.
And Jesus came and said to them,
“All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you.
And remember,
I am with you always,
to the end of the age.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The SecondWeek Of Pentecost
John 15:1-8 The Vine and Branches
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes
to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word
that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like
a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire,
and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified
by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

309

TUESDAY: The SecondWeek Of Pentecost
John 15:9-14 The Vine and Branches
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
complete. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for
one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The SecondWeek Of Pentecost
John 15:15-17 The Vine and Branches
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I
have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.
You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you
may love one another.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The SecondWeek Of Pentecost
John 15:18-21 The World’s Hatred
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you.
If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own. Because you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the
world — therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said
to you, ‘Servants are not greater than their master.’ If they persecuted
me, they will persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours
also. But they will do all these things to you on account of my name,
because they do not know him who sent me.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The SecondWeek Of Pentecost
John 15:22-27 The World’s Hatred
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin; but
now they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my
Father also. If I had not done among them the works that no one else
did, they would not have sin. But now they have seen and hated both
me and my Father. It was to fulfill the word that is written in their law,
‘They hated me without a cause.’ When the Advocate comes, whom
I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from
the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because
you have been with me from the beginning.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The SecondWeek Of Pentecost
John 16:1-4 The World’s Hatred
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“I have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling. They will
put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, an hour is coming when those
who kill you will think that by doing so they are offering worship to
God. And they will do this because they have not known the Father or
me. But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes
you may remember that I told you about them. “I did not say these things
to you from the beginning, because I was with you.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The ThirdWeek Of Pentecost:
SUNDAY
John 14:21-27 The Advocate
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“They who have my commandments and keep them
are those who love me;
and those who love me will be loved by my Father,
and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”
Judas (not Iscariot) said to him,
“Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us,
and not to the world?”
Jesus answered him,
“Those who love me will keep my word,
and my Father will love them,
and we will come to them
and make our home with them.
Whoever does not love me does not keep my words;
and the word that you hear is not mine,
but is from the Father who sent me.”
“I have said these things to you
while I am still with you.
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you everything,
and remind you of all that I have said to you.
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Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled,
and do not let them be afraid.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Third Week Of Pentecost
John 16:5-11 Jesus’ Departure;
Coming of the Advocate
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus said his disciples:
“Now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where
are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has
filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come
to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will
prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about
sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I
am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment,
because the ruler of this world has been condemned.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

317

TUESDAY: The Third Week Of Pentecost
John 16:12-15 Jesus’ Departure; Coming of the Advocate
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus said his disciples:
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for
he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and
he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me,
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the
Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine
and declare it to you.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Third Week Of Pentecost
John 16:16-19 Jesus’ Departure; Coming of the Advocate
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus said his disciples:
“A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while,
and you will see me.” Then some of his disciples said to one another,
“What does he mean by saying to us, ‘A little while, and you will no
longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” They said, “What does he mean by
this ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” Jesus
knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Are you discussing among yourselves what I meant when I said, ‘A little while, and you
will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’?”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The Third Week Of Pentecost
John 16:20-24 Jesus’ Departure; Coming of the Advocate
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus said his disciples:
“Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the world will
rejoice; you will have pain, but your pain will turn into joy. When a
woman is in labor, she has pain, because her hour has come. But when
her child is born, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the
joy of having brought a human being into the world. So you have pain
now; but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one
will take your joy from you. On that day you will ask nothing of me.
Very truly, I tell you, if you ask anything of the Father in my name, he
will give it to you. Until now you have not asked for anything in my
name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Third Week Of Pentecost
John 16:25-28 Jesus’ Departure; Coming of the Advocate
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus said his disciples:
“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming
when I will no longer speak to you in figures, but will tell you plainly
of the Father. On that day you will ask in my name. I do not say to you
that I will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father himself loves
you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from
God. I came from the Father and have come into the world; again, I
am leaving the world and am going to the Father.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The Third Week Of Pentecost
John 16:29-33 Jesus’ Departure;
Coming of the Advocate
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Jesus’ disciples said, “Yes, now you are speaking plainly, not in any
figure of speech! Now we know that you know all things, and do not
need to have anyone question you; by this we believe that you came
from God.” Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? The hour
is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each one
to his home, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone because
the Father is with me. I have said this to you, so that in me you may
have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take courage; I have
conquered the world!”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Fourth Week Of Pentecost:
SUNDAY
Luke 10:21-24 Praise of the Father
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said,
“I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things
from the wise and the intelligent
and have revealed them to infants;
yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.
All things have been handed over to me by my Father;
and no one knows who the Son is except the Father,
or who the Father is except the Son
and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”
Then turning to the disciples,
Jesus said to them privately,
“Blessed are the eyes that see what you see!
For I tell you that many prophets and kings
desired to see what you see, but did not see it,
and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Fourth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 18:1-5 The Greatest in the Kingdom
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” He called a child, whom he put among
them, and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

324

TUESDAY: The Fourth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 18:6-10 Temptations to Sin/
The Parable of the Lost Sheep
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who
believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the sea.
Woe to the world because of stumbling blocks! Occasions for stumbling
are bound to come, but woe to the one by whom the stumbling block
comes! If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and
throw it away; it is better for you to enter life maimed or lame than to
have two hands or two feet and to be thrown into the eternal fire. And
if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out and throw it away; it is
better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and to be
thrown into the hell of fire. Take care that you do not despise one of
these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their angels continually see
the face of my Father in heaven.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Fourth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 18:11-14 The Parable of the Lost Sheep
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them
has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and
go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly I tell
you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went
astray. So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these
little ones should be lost.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The Fourth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 18:15-20 A Brother Who Sins
The Lord Jesus says:
“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out
the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you,
you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or
two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by
the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen
to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even
to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly
I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will
be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Fourth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 18:21-35 The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church
sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”
Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven
times. “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him;
and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with
his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made.
So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave,
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you
owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and
they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his
lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you
all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his
lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.
So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The Fourth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 11:25-30 The Praise of the Father/
The Gentle Mastery of Christ
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent
and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and
no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for
I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Fifth Week Of Pentecost:
SUNDAY
Matthew 10:1-7 The Mission & Commissioning of the Twelve
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Jesus summoned his twelve disciples
and gave them authority over unclean spirits,
to cast them out,
and to cure every disease and every sickness.
These are the names of the twelve apostles:
first, Simon, also known as Peter,
and his brother Andrew;
James son of Zebedee, and his brother John;
Philip and Bartholomew;
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector;
James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;
Simon the Cananaean,
and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions:
“Go nowhere among the Gentiles,
and enter no town of the Samaritans,
but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
As you go, proclaim the good news,
‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Fifth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 10:8-15 The Commissioning of the Twelve
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You
received without payment; give without payment. Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or
sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. Whatever town or
village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you
leave. As you enter the house, greet it. If the house is worthy, let your
peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.
If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the
dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. Truly I tell you, it
will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day
of judgment than for that town.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: The Fifth Week Of Pentecost
Mark 13:9-13 The Coming Persecution
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Lord Jesus says:
“As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and
you will be beaten in synagogues; and you will stand before governors
and kings because of me, as a testimony to them. And the good news
must first be proclaimed to all nations. When they bring you to trial
and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about what you are to say;
but say whatever is given you at that time, for it is not you who speak,
but the Holy Spirit. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father
his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to
death; and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one
who endures to the end will be saved.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Fifth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 10:21-26 Coming Persecutions/
Courage under Persecution
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children
will rise against parents and have them put to death; and you will be
hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end
will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next;
for truly I tell you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. A disciple is not above the teacher,
nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like
the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master
of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his
household! So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will
not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The Fifth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 10:27-33 Courage under Persecution
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear
whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill
the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both
soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not
one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even
the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of
more value than many sparrows. Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in
heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before
my Father in heaven.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Fifth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 10:34-39 Jesus; A Cause of Division/
The Conditions of Discipleship
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not
come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against
his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s
own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not
worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me
is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake will find it.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

335

SATURDAY: The Fifth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 10:40-11:1 Rewards
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name
of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes
a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the
reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to
one of these little ones in the name of a disciple — truly I tell you, none
of these will lose their reward.” Now when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and proclaim
his message in their cities.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Sixth Week Of Pentecost:
SUNDAY
Matthew 10:16-25 Jesus’ Testimony to John/
Reproaches to Unrepentant Towns
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“See, I am sending you out
like sheep into the midst of wolves;
so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.
Beware of them,
for they will hand you over to councils
and flog you in their synagogues;
and you will be dragged before governors and kings
because of me,
as a testimony to them and the Gentiles.
When they hand you over,
do not worry about how you are to speak
or what you are to say;
for what you are to say
will be given to you at that time;
for it is not you who speak,
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”
“Brother will betray brother to death,
and a father his child,
and children will rise against parents
and have them put to death;
and you will be hated by all because of my name.
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But the one who endures to the end will be saved.
When they persecute you in one town,
flee to the next;
for truly I tell you,
you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel
before the Son of Man comes.
A disciple is not above the teacher,
nor a slave above the master;
it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher,
and the slave like the master.
If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul,
how much more will they malign those of his household!”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Sixth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 15:1-9 The Tradition of the Elders
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, “Why do
your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash
their hands before they eat.” He answered them, “And why do you break
the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? For God said,
‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’ But you say that whoever tells father
or mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had from me is given to
God,’ then that person need not honor the father. So, for the sake of
your tradition, you make void the word of God. You hypocrites! Isaiah
prophesied rightly about you when he said: ‘This people honors me
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship
me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: The Sixth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 15:10-20 The Tradition of the Elders
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:
it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what
comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and
said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they
heard what you said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly
Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind
guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will
fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then
he said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that
whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the
sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and
this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder,
adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile
a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Sixth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 15:21-28 The Canaanite Woman’s Faith
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented
by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came
and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after
us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.”
He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to
the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that
fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great
is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was
healed instantly.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The Sixth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 16:1-4 The Demand for a Sign
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
The Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test Jesus they asked him to
show them a sign from heaven. He answered them, “When it is evening,
you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’ And in the morning,
‘It will be stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ You know
how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the
signs of the times. An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign,
but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.” Then he left
them and went away.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Sixth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 16:5-12 The Leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to bring
any bread. Jesus said to them, “Watch out, and beware of the yeast of
the Pharisees and Sadducees.” They said to one another, “It is because
we have brought no bread.” And becoming aware of it, Jesus said, “You
of little faith, why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still
not perceive? Do you not remember the five loaves for the five thousand,
and how many baskets you gathered? Or the seven loaves for the four
thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? How could you fail
to perceive that I was not speaking about bread? Beware of the yeast
of the Pharisees and Sadducees!” Then they understood that he had
not told them to beware of the yeast of bread, but of the teaching of the
Pharisees and Sadducees.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The Sixth Week Of Pentecost
John 3:31-36 The One from Heaven
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the
earth belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who
comes from heaven is above all. He testifies to what he has seen and
heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. Whoever has accepted his
testimony has certified this, that God is true. He whom God has sent
speaks the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. The
Father loves the Son and has placed all things in his hands. Whoever
believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not
see life, but must endure God’s wrath.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Seventh Week Of Pentecost:
SUNDAY
Luke 10:1-7 The Mission of the Seventy
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
After this the Lord appointed seventy others
and sent them on ahead of him in pairs
to every town and place
where he himself intended to go.
He said to them,
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest
to send out laborers into his harvest.
Go on your way.
See, I am sending you out like lambs
into the midst of wolves.
Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals;
and greet no one on the road.
Whatever house you enter,
first say, ‘Peace to this house!’
And if anyone is there who shares in peace,
your peace will rest on that person;
but if not, it will return to you.
Remain in the same house,
eating and drinking whatever they provide,
for the laborer deserves to be paid.
Do not move about from house to house.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Seventh Week Of Pentecost
Luke 10:8-12 The Mission of the Seventy
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set
before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom
of God has come near to you.’ But whenever you enter a town and they
do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of
your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet
know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’ I tell you, on that day
it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that town.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: The Seventh Week Of Pentecost
Luke 10:13-16 Reproaches to Unrepentant Towns
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power
done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented
long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But at the judgment it will be
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum,
will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be brought down to Hades.
Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects
me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Seventh Week Of Pentecost
Luke 10:17-20 Return of the Seventy
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the
demons submit to us!” He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from
heaven like a flash of lightning. See, I have given you authority to tread
on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits
submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The Seventh Week Of Pentecost
Luke 10:25-28 The Greatest Commandment
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what
must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in
the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”
And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you
will live.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Seventh Week Of Pentecost
Luke 10:29-37 The Parable of the Good Samaritan
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went
away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down
that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by
on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and
when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him
on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The
next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said,
‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever
more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor
to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one
who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The Seventh Week Of Pentecost
Luke 10:38-42 Martha and Mary
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
As they went on their way, Jesus entered a certain village, where a
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him
and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all
the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered
her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things;
there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which
will not be taken away from her.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Eighth Week Of Pentecost:
SUNDAY
Matthew 12:14-21 The Chosen Servant
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
But the Pharisees went out
and conspired against Jesus, how to destroy him.
When Jesus became aware of this, he departed.
Many crowds followed him,
and he cured all of them,
and he ordered them not to make him known.
This was to fulfill what had been spoken
through the prophet Isaiah:
“Here is my servant, whom I have chosen,
my beloved, with whom my soul is well pleased.
I will put my Spirit upon him,
and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.
He will not wrangle or cry aloud,
nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets.
He will not break a bruised reed
or quench a smoldering wick
until he brings justice to victory.
And in his name the Gentiles will hope.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Eighth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 11:1-4 The Lord’s Prayer
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of
his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his
disciples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be
your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And
forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: The Eighth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 11:5-8 Further Teachings on Prayer
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus said his disciples:
“Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and
say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine
has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ And he answers from
within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my
children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ I
tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because
he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and
give him whatever he needs.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Eighth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 11:9-13 The Answer to Prayer
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who
asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if
your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the
child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The Eighth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 11:14-23 Jesus and Beelzebul
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus was casting out a demon that was mute; when the demon had gone
out, the one who had been mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed.
But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler
of the demons.” Others, to test him, kept demanding from him a sign
from heaven. But he knew what they were thinking and said to them,
“Every kingdom divided against itself becomes a desert, and house falls
on house. If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom
stand? — for you say that I cast out the demons by Beelzebul. Now
if I cast out the demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your exorcists cast
them out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if it is by the finger
of God that I cast out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come to
you. When a strong man, fully armed, guards his castle, his property is
safe. But when one stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him,
he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his plunder.
Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather
with me scatters.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Eighth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 11:24-26 The Return of the Unclean Spirit
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it wanders through
waterless regions looking for a resting place, but not finding any, it says,
‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ When it comes, it finds
it swept and put in order. Then it goes and brings seven other spirits
more evil than itself, and they enter and live there; and the last state of
that person is worse than the first.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

357

SATURDAY: The Eighth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 11:27-32 True Blessedness/The Demand for a Sign
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
While Jesus was saying this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice
and said to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you and the breasts
that nursed you!” But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the
word of God and obey it!” When the crowds were increasing, he began to say, “This generation is an evil generation; it asks for a sign, but
no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. For just as Jonah
became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be to
this generation. The queen of the South will rise at the judgment with
the people of this generation and condemn them, because she came
from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see,
something greater than Solomon is here! The people of Nineveh will
rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because
they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater
than Jonah is here!”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Ninth Week Of Pentecost:
SUNDAY
Luke 4:14-21 The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry/
The Rejection at Nazareth
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord
Jesus Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit,
returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread
through all the surrounding country.
He began to teach in their synagogues
and was praised by everyone.
When he came to Nazareth,
where he had been brought up,
he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day,
as was his custom.
He stood up to read,
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him.
He unrolled the scroll
and found the place where it was written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
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And he rolled up the scroll,
gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.
Then he began to say to them,
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled
in your hearing.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Ninth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 11:33-36 The Simile of Light
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar, but on the lampstand
so that those who enter may see the light.Your eye is the lamp of your
body. If your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light; but if it is
not healthy, your body is full of darkness. Therefore consider whether
the light in you is not darkness. If then your whole body is full of light,
with no part of it in darkness, it will be as full of light as when a lamp
gives you light with its rays.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: The Ninth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 11:37-41 Denunciation of the Pharisees and Scholars of the
Law
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee invited him to dine with him; so
he went in and took his place at the table. The Pharisee was amazed to
see that he did not first wash before dinner. Then the Lord said to him,
“Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but
inside you are full of greed and wickedness. You fools! Did not the one
who made the outside make the inside also? So give for alms those
things that are within; and see, everything will be clean for you.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Ninth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 11:42-46 Denunciation of the Pharisees
and Scholars of the Law
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and herbs of all
kinds, and neglect justice and the love of God; it is these you ought
to have practiced, without neglecting the others. Woe to you Pharisees! For you love to have the seat of honor in the synagogues and to
be greeted with respect in the marketplaces. Woe to you! For you are
like unmarked graves, and people walk over them without realizing
it.” One of the lawyers answered him, “Teacher, when you say these
things, you insult us too.” And he said, “Woe also to you lawyers! For
you load people with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not
lift a finger to ease them.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The Ninth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 11:47-51 Denunciation of the Pharisees
and Scholars of the Law
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your ancestors killed. So you are witnesses and approve of the deeds of your
ancestors; for they killed them, and you build their tombs. Therefore
also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles,
some of whom they will kill and persecute,’ so that this generation may
be charged with the blood of all the prophets shed since the foundation
of the world, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who
perished between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be
charged against this generation.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Ninth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 11:52-54 Denunciation of the Pharisees
and Scholars of the Law
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge;
you did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.” When he went outside, the scribes and the Pharisees began to be
very hostile toward him and to cross-examine him about many things,
lying in wait for him, to catch him in something he might say.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The Ninth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 23:1-12 Denunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and
the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; therefore, do whatever they teach you
and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what
they teach. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the
shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to
move them. They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make
their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. They love to have the
place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, and to
be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have people call them
rabbi. But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and
you are all students. And call no one your father on earth, for you have
one Father — the one in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors,
for you have one instructor, the Messiah. The greatest among you will
be your servant. All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who
humble themselves will be exalted.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Tenth Week Of Pentecost:
SUNDAY
Matthew 12:22-32 Jesus and Beelzebul
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
They brought to Jesus a demoniac
who was blind and mute; and he cured him,
so that the one who had been mute could speak and see.
All the crowds were amazed and said,
“Can this be the Son of David?”
But when the Pharisees heard it, they said,
“It is only by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons,
that this fellow casts out the demons.”
He knew what they were thinking and said to them,
“Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste,
and no city or house divided against itself will stand.
If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself;
how then will his kingdom stand?
If I cast out demons by Beelzebul,
by whom do your own exorcists cast them out?
Therefore they will be your judges.
But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons,
then the kingdom of God has come to you.
Or how can one enter a strong man’s house
and plunder his property,
without first tying up the strong man?
Then indeed the house can be plundered.
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Whoever is not with me is against me,
and whoever does not gather with me scatters.
Therefore I tell you,
people will be forgiven for every sin and blasphemy,
but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.
Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man
will be forgiven,
but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit
will not be forgiven,
either in this age or in the age to come.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

368

MONDAY: The Tenth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 23:13-15 Denunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you lock people
out of the kingdom of heaven. For you do not go in yourselves, and when
others are going in, you stop them. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you cross sea and land to make a single convert, and you
make the new convert twice as much a child of hell as yourselves.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: The Tenth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 23:16-22 Denunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the sanctuary
is bound by nothing, but whoever swears by the gold of the sanctuary
is bound by the oath.’ You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or
the sanctuary that has made the gold sacred? And you say, ‘Whoever
swears by the altar is bound by nothing, but whoever swears by the gift
that is on the altar is bound by the oath.’ How blind you are! For which
is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? So whoever
swears by the altar, swears by it and by everything on it; and whoever
swears by the sanctuary, swears by it and by the one who dwells in it;
and whoever swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by the
one who is seated upon it.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

370

WEDNESDAY: The Tenth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 23:23-26 Denunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill,
and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice
and mercy and faith. It is these you ought to have practiced without neglecting the others. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow
a camel! Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean
the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside they are full of greed
and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the
cup, so that the outside also may become clean.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The Tenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 12:1-5 The Leaven of the Phariseees/
Courage under Persecution
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Meanwhile, when the crowd gathered by the thousands, so that they
trampled on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples,
“Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees, that is, their hypocrisy. Nothing
is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will
not become known. Therefore whatever you have said in the dark will
be heard in the light, and what you have whispered behind closed doors
will be proclaimed from the housetops. I tell you, my friends, do not fear
those who kill the body, and after that can do nothing more. But I will
warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority
to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him!”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Tenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 12:6-9 Courage under Persecution
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s sight. But even the hairs of your head are all counted.
Do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. And I tell
you, everyone who acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man
also will acknowledge before the angels of God; but whoever denies
me before others will be denied before the angels of God.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The Tenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 12:10-12 Sayings about the holy Spirit
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven;
but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.
When they bring you before the synagogues, the rulers, and the authorities, do not worry about how you are to defend yourselves or what you
are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that very hour what you
ought to say.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Eleventh Week Of Pentecost
SUNDAY
Luke 19:1-10 Zacchaeus the Tax Collector
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it.
A man was there named Zacchaeus;
he was a chief tax collector and was rich.
He was trying to see who Jesus was,
but on account of the crowd he could not,
because he was short in stature.
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him,
because he was going to pass that way.
When Jesus came to the place,
he looked up and said to him,
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down;
for I must stay at your house today.”
So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him.
All who saw it began to grumble and said,
“He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.”
Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord,
“Look, half of my possessions, Lord,
I will give to the poor;
and if I have defrauded anyone of anything,
I will pay back four times as much.”
Then Jesus said to him,
“Today salvation has come to this house,
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because he too is a son of Abraham.
For the Son of Man came to seek out
and to save the lost.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Eleventh Week Of Pentecost
Luke 12:13-21 Sayings against Greed/Parable of the Rich Fool
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide
the family inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set
me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take
care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not
consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable:
“The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then
he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones,
and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my
soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your
life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose
will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves
but are not rich toward God.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: The Eleventh Week Of Pentecost
Luke 12:22-31 Dependence on God
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus said to his disciples:
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat,
or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and
the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow
nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds
them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And can any
of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? If then you
are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the
rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet
I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of
these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe
you — you of little faith! And do not keep striving for what you are to
eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the
nations of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father
knows that you need them. Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these
things will be given to you as well.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Eleventh Week Of Pentecost
Luke 12:32-34 Dependence on God
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where
no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The Eleventh Week Of Pentecost
Luke 12:35-40 Vigilant and Faithful Servants
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they
may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed
are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I
tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he
will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night,
or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. “But know
this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Eleventh Week Of Pentecost
Luke 12:42-48 Vigilant and Faithful Servants
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and prudent manager whom his
master will put in charge of his slaves, to give them their allowance of
food at the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master will find
at work when he arrives. Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge
of all his possessions. But if that slave says to himself, ‘My master is
delayed in coming,’ and if he begins to beat the other slaves, men and
women, and to eat and drink and get drunk, the master of that slave
will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour that he
does not know, and will cut him in pieces, and put him with the unfaithful. That slave who knew what his master wanted, but did not prepare
himself or do what was wanted, will receive a severe beating. But the
one who did not know and did what deserved a beating will receive a
light beating. From everyone to whom much has been given, much will
be required; and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even
more will be demanded.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The Eleventh Week Of Pentecost
Luke 12:49-53 Jesus: A Cause of Division
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!
I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under
until it is completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to
the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on five in one
household will be divided, three against two and two against three;
they will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother
against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against
her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Twelfth Week Of Pentecost
SUNDAY
Matthew 15:21-28 The Canaanite Woman’s Faith
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Jesus left that place
and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon.
Just then a Canaanite woman from that region
came out and started shouting,
“Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David;
my daughter is tormented by a demon.”
But he did not answer her at all.
And his disciples came and urged him, saying,
“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.”
He answered,
“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
But she came and knelt before him, saying,
“Lord, help me.”
Jesus answered,
“It is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs.”
She said, “Yes, Lord,
yet even the dogs eat the crumbs
that fall from their masters’ table.”
Then Jesus answered her,
“Woman, great is your faith!
Let it be done for you as you wish.”
And her daughter was healed instantly.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Twelfth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 12:54-59 Signs of the Times/
Settlement with and Opponent
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west,
you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. And when
you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching
heat’; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the
appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret
the present time? And why do you not judge for yourselves what is
right? Thus, when you go with your accuser before a magistrate, on the
way make an effort to settle the case, or you may be dragged before the
judge, and the judge hand you over to the officer, and the officer throw
you in prison. I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the
very last penny.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: The Twelfth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 13:1-5 A Call to Repentance
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked
them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way
they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who
were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them — do you think that
they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No,
I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Twelfth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 13:6-9 The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Then Jesus told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to
the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit
on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be
wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until
I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and
good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

386

THURSDAY: The Twelfth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 13:10-17 Cure of a Crippled Woman on the Sabbath
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just
then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for
eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up
straight. When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman,
you are set free from your ailment.” When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. But the leader
of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the sabbath,
kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to
be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.”
But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each
of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and
lead it away to give it water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of
Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from
this bondage on the sabbath day?” When he said this, all his opponents
were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Twelfth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 13:18-21 The Parable of the Mustard Seed and Yeast
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus said therefore, “What is the kingdom of God like? And to what
should I compare it? It is like a mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in the garden; it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the
air made nests in its branches.” And again he said, “To what should I
compare the kingdom of God? It is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The Twelfth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 13:22-30 The Narrow Door; Salvation and Rejection
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus went through one town and village after another, teaching as he
made his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, “Lord, will only a few
be saved?” He said to them, “Strive to enter through the narrow door;
for many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able. When once
the owner of the house has got up and shut the door, and you begin to
stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then
in reply he will say to you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ Then
you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in
our streets.’ But he will say, ‘I do not know where you come from; go
away from me, all you evildoers!’ There will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets
in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrown out. Then people
will come from east and west, from north and south, and will eat in the
kingdom of God. Indeed, some are last who will be first, and some are
first who will be last.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Thirteenth Week Of Pentecost
SUNDAY
Luke 8:1-15 Galilean Women Follow Jesus/The Parable of the Sower/The Purpose of the Parables
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus went on through cities and villages,
proclaiming and bringing the good news
of the kingdom of God.
The twelve were with him,
as well as some women
who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities:
Mary, called Magdalene,
from whom seven demons had gone out,
and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza,
and Susanna, and many others,
who provided for them out of their resources.
When a great crowd gathered
and people from town after town came to him,
he said in a parable:
“A sower went out to sow his seed;
and as he sowed, some fell on the path
and was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up.
Some fell on the rock;
and as it grew up, it withered for lack of moisture.
Some fell among thorns,
and the thorns grew with it and choked it.
Some fell into good soil, and when it grew,
it produced a hundredfold.”
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As he said this, he called out,
“Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”
Then his disciples asked him what this parable meant.
He said, “To you it has been given
to know the secrets of the kingdom of God;
but to others I speak in parables,
so that ‘looking they may not perceive,
and listening they may not understand.’
“Now the parable is this:
The seed is the word of God.
The ones on the path are those who have heard;
then the devil comes
and takes away the word from their hearts,
so that they may not believe and be saved.
The ones on the rock are those who,
when they hear the word, receive it with joy.
But these have no root;
they believe only for a while
and in a time of testing fall away.
As for what fell among the thorns,
these are the ones who hear;
but as they go on their way,
they are choked
by the cares and riches and pleasures of life,
and their fruit does not mature.
But as for that in the good soil,
these are the ones who, when they hear the word,
hold it fast in an honest and good heart,
and bear fruit with patient endurance.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Thirteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 13:31-35 Herod’s Desire to Kill Jesus/
The Lament over Jerusalem
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, “Get away
from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” He said to them, “Go and
tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing
cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet
today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is
impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent
to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See,
your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the
time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name
of the Lord.’”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: The Thirteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 14:1-6 Healing of the Man with Dropsy on the Sabbath
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.
Just then, in front of him, there was a man who had dropsy. And Jesus
asked the lawyers and Pharisees, “Is it lawful to cure people on the sabbath, or not?” But they were silent. So Jesus took him and healed him,
and sent him away. Then he said to them, “If one of you has a child or
an ox that has fallen into a well, will you not immediately pull it out on
a sabbath day?” And they could not reply to this.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Thirteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 14:7-11 Conduct of Invited Guests and Hosts
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them
a parable. “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do
not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished
than you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both
of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and
then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you
are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host
comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be
honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves
will be exalted.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The Thirteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 14:12-15 Conduct of Invited Guests and Hosts/
The Parable of the Great Feast
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
Jesus said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your
relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and
you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the
crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they
cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed
is anyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Thirteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 14:16-24 The Parable of the Great Feast
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
Then Jesus said to him, “Someone gave a great dinner and invited many.
At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had
been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.’ But they all alike
began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of
land, and I must go out and see it; please accept my regrets.’ Another
said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out;
please accept my regrets.’ Another said, ‘I have just been married, and
therefore I cannot come.’ So the slave returned and reported this to
his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and said to his
slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring
in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ And the slave said,
‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.’ Then the
master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel
people to come in, so that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none
of those who were invited will taste my dinner.’”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The Thirteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 14:25-35 Sayings on Discipleship/The Simile of Salt
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them,
“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my
disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit
down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete
it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish,
all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to
build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to wage war
against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is
able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with
twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he
sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none
of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. “Salt is good; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness
be restored? It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; they
throw it away. Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Fourteenth Week Of Pentecost
SUNDAY
Luke 10:38-42 Martha and Mary
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
As they went on their way,
Jesus entered a certain village,
where a woman named Martha
welcomed him into her home.
She had a sister named Mary,
who sat at the Lord’s feet
and listened to what he was saying.
But Martha was distracted by her many tasks;
so she came to him and asked,
“Lord, do you not care
that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself?
Tell her then to help me.”
But the Lord answered her,
“Martha, Martha,
you are worried and distracted by many things;
there is need of only one thing.
Mary has chosen the better part,
which will not be taken away from her.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Fourteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 15:1-7 The Parable of the Lost Sheep
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus.
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This
fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the
one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together
his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have
found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who need no repentance.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: The Fourteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 15:8-10 The Parable of the Lost Coin
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does
not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds
it? When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors,
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ Just
so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Fourteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 16:1-8 The Parable of the Dishonest Steward
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property.
So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about
you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot
be my manager any longer.’ Then the manager said to himself, ‘What
will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am
not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what
to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome
me into their homes.’ So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one,
he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered,
‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down
quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then he asked another, ‘And how much do
you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him,
‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ And his master commended the
dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of
this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are
the children of light.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The Fourteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 16:9-12 Application of the Parable
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth
so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever
is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have
not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the
true riches? And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to
another, who will give you what is your own?”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Fourteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 16:13-17 A Saying against the Pharisoes/
Sayings about the Law
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and
love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and wealth.” The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard
all this, and they ridiculed him. So he said to them, “You are those who
justify yourselves in the sight of others; but God knows your hearts; for
what is prized by human beings is an abomination in the sight of God.
“The law and the prophets were in effect until John came; since then
the good news of the kingdom of God is proclaimed, and everyone tries
to enter it by force. But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away,
than for one stroke of a letter in the law to be dropped.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The Fourteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 17:1-4 Temptations to Sin
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
Jesus said to his disciples, “Occasions for stumbling are bound to come,
but woe to anyone by whom they come! It would be better for you if
a millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the
sea than for you to cause one of these little ones to stumble. Be on
your guard! If another disciple sins, you must rebuke the offender, and
if there is repentance, you must forgive. And if the same person sins
against you seven times a day, and turns back to you seven times and
says, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Fifteenth Week Of Pentecost
SUNDAY
Luke 7:36-50 The Pardon of the Sinful Woman
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evengelist writes:
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him,
and he went into the Pharisee’s house
and took his place at the table.
And a woman in the city, who was a sinner,
having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house,
brought an alabaster jar of ointment.
She stood behind him at his feet, weeping,
and began to bathe his feet with her tears
and to dry them with her hair.
Then she continued kissing his feet
and anointing them with the ointment.
Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it,
he said to himself,
“If this man were a prophet,
he would have known
who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him
— that she is a sinner.”
Jesus spoke up and said to him,
“Simon, I have something to say to you.”
“Teacher,” he replied, “Speak.”
“A certain creditor had two debtors;
one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.
When they could not pay,
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he canceled the debts for both of them.
Now which of them will love him more?”
Simon answered,
“I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt.”
And Jesus said to him,
“You have judged rightly.”
Then turning toward the woman,
he said to Simon,
“Do you see this woman?
I entered your house;
you gave me no water for my feet,
but she has bathed my feet with her tears
and dried them with her hair.
You gave me no kiss,
but from the time I came in
she has not stopped kissing my feet.
You did not anoint my head with oil,
but she has anointed my feet with ointment.
Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many,
have been forgiven;
hence she has shown great love.
But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.”
Then he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
But those who were at the table with him
began to say among themselves,
“Who is this who even forgives sins?”
And he said to the woman,
“Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Fifteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 17:5-10 Saying of Faith / Attitude of a Servant
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” The Lord replied,
“If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.
“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from
plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your
place at the table’? Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper
for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you
may eat and drink’? Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered
to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought
to have done!’”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: The Fifteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 17:11-19 The Cleansing of the Ten Lepers
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between
Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached
him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master,
have mercy on us!” When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean.
Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising
God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked
him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made
clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to
return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to
him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Fifteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 17:20-25 The Coming of the Kingdom of God/
The Day of the Son of Man
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was
coming, and he answered, “The kingdom of God is not coming with
things that can be observed; nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or
‘There it is!’ For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you.” Then he
said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will long to see
one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. They will
say to you, ‘Look there!’ or ‘Look here!’ Do not go, do not set off in
pursuit. For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side
to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day. But first he must endure much suffering and be rejected by this generation.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The Fifteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 17:26-30 The Day of the Son of Man
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Just as it was in the days of Noah, so too it will be in the days of the
Son of Man. They were eating and drinking, and marrying and being
given in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and the flood
came and destroyed all of them. Likewise, just as it was in the days of
Lot: they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and
building, but on the day that Lot left Sodom, it rained fire and sulfur
from heaven and destroyed all of them — it will be like that on the day
that the Son of Man is revealed.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Fifteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 17:31-37 The Day of the Son of Man
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“On that day, anyone on the housetop who has belongings in the house
must not come down to take them away; and likewise anyone in the
field must not turn back. Remember Lot’s wife. Those who try to make
their life secure will lose it, but those who lose their life will keep it. I
tell you, on that night there will be two in one bed; one will be taken
and the other left. There will be two women grinding meal together; one
will be taken and the other left.” Then they asked him, “Where, Lord?”
He said to them, “Where the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The Fifteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 18:1-8 The Parable of the Persistent Widow
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose
heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared
God nor had respect for people. In that city there was a widow who
kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’
For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no
fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps
bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out
by continually coming.’” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust
judge says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry
to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you,
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on earth?”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Sixteenth Week Of Pentecost
SUNDAY
Luke 18:9-14 The Parable of the Pharisee
and the Tax Coillector
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus also told this parable to some
who trusted in themselves that they were righteous
and regarded others with contempt:
“Two men went up to the temple to pray,
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.
The Pharisee, standing by himself,
was praying thus,
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people:
thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.
I fast twice a week;
I give a tenth of all my income.’
But the tax collector, standing far off,
would not even look up to heaven,
but was beating his breast and saying,
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’
I tell you, this man went down to his home justified
rather than the other;
for all who exalt themselves will be humbled,
but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Sixteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 18:15-17 Saying on Children and the Kingdom
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
People were bringing even infants to Jesus that he might touch them;
and when the disciples saw it, they sternly ordered them not to do it.
But Jesus called for them and said, “Let the little children come to me,
and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God
belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God
as a little child will never enter it.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: The Sixteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 18:18-23 The Rich Official
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
A certain ruler asked Jesus, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit
eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one
is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not
commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall
not bear false witness; Honor your father and mother.’” He replied, “I
have kept all these since my youth.” When Jesus heard this, he said to
him, “There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then
come, follow me.” But when he heard this, he became sad; for he was
very rich.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Sixteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 18:24-30 On Riches and Renunciation
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus looked at the ruler and said, “How hard it is for those who have
wealth to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the
kingdom of God.” Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?”
He replied, “What is impossible for mortals is possible for God.” Then
Peter said, “Look, we have left our homes and followed you.” And he
said to them, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or
wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of
God, who will not get back very much more in this age, and in the age
to come eternal life.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The Sixteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 18:31-34 The Third Prediction of the Passion
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus took the twelve aside and said to them, “See, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the
prophets will be accomplished. For he will be handed over to the Gentiles; and he will be mocked and insulted and spat upon. After they have
flogged him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise again.”
But they understood nothing about all these things; in fact, what he said
was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Sixteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 19:11-28 The Parable of the Ten Gold Coins
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
As they were listening to this, Jesus went on to tell a parable, because
he was near Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom
of God was to appear immediately. So he said, “A nobleman went to
a distant country to get royal power for himself and then return. He
summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them ten pounds, and said to
them, ‘Do business with these until I come back.’ But the citizens of his
country hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not
want this man to rule over us.’ When he returned, having received royal
power, he ordered these slaves, to whom he had given the money, to be
summoned so that he might find out what they had gained by trading.
The first came forward and said, ‘Lord, your pound has made ten more
pounds.’ He said to him, ‘Well done, good slave! Because you have been
trustworthy in a very small thing, take charge of ten cities.’ Then the
second came, saying, ‘Lord, your pound has made five pounds.’ He
said to him, ‘And you, rule over five cities.’ Then the other came, saying, ‘Lord, here is your pound. I wrapped it up in a piece of cloth, for
I was afraid of you, because you are a harsh man; you take what you
did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’ He said to him, ‘I will
judge you by your own words, you wicked slave! You knew, did you,
that I was a harsh man, taking what I did not deposit and reaping what
I did not sow? Why then did you not put my money into the bank?
Then when I returned, I could have collected it with interest.’ He said
to the bystanders, ‘Take the pound from him and give it to the one who
has ten pounds.’ (And they said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten pounds!’) ‘I
tell you, to all those who have, more will be given; but from those who
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have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. But as for these
enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them — bring
them here and slaughter them in my presence.’” After he had said this,
he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The Sixteenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 19:41-44 The Lament for Jerusalem
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
As Jesus came near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, “If you,
even you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for
peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. Indeed, the days will
come upon you, when your enemies will set up ramparts around you
and surround you, and hem you in on every side. They will crush you
to the ground, you and your children within you, and they will not leave
within you one stone upon another; because you did not recognize the
time of your visitation from God.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Seventeenth Week Of Pentecost
SUNDAY
Luke 10:25-37 The Greatest Commandment/
The Parable of the Good Samaritan
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.
“Teacher,” he said,
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
He said to him,
“What is written in the law?
What do you read there?”
He answered,
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart,
and with all your soul,
and with all your strength,
and with all your mind;
and your neighbor as yourself.”
And he said to him,
“You have given the right answer;
do this, and you will live.”
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus,
“And who is my neighbor?”
Jesus replied,
“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
and fell into the hands of robbers,
who stripped him, beat him,
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and went away, leaving him half dead.
Now by chance a priest was going down that road;
and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.
So likewise a Levite,
when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side.
But a Samaritan while traveling came near him;
and when he saw him,
he was moved with pity.
He went to him and bandaged his wounds,
having poured oil and wine on them.
Then he put him on his own animal,
brought him to an inn,
and took care of him.
The next day he took out two denarii,
gave them to the innkeeper, and said,
‘Take care of him;
and when I come back,
I will repay you whatever more you spend.’
Which of these three, do you think,
was a neighbor to the man who fell
into the hands of the robbers?”
He said,
“The one who showed him mercy.”
Jesus said to him,
“Go and do likewise.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Seventeenth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 5:43-48 The Lament for Jerusalem
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends
rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who
love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do
the same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more
are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: The Seventeenth Week Of Pentecost
John 13:31-35 The New Commandment
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.
Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for
me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going,
you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Seventeenth Week Of Pentecost
John 15:12-17 The Vine and the Branches
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved
you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not
call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what
the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made
known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit,
fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask
him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love
one another.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: The Seventeenth Week Of Pentecost
Matthew 22:35-40 The Greatest Commandment
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
A lawyer, asked Jesus a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “‘You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second
is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Seventeenth Week Of Pentecost
Luke 6:31-38 The Greatest Commandment
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Do to others as you would have them do to you. If you love those who
love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is
that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from
whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend
to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good,
and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and
you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful
and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not
judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not
be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be
given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running
over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the
measure you get back.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The Seventeenth Week Of Pentecost
John 17:20-26 The Prayer of Jesus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will
believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world
may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me
I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them
and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world
may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have
loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me,
may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me
because you loved me before the foundation of the world. Righteous
Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know
that you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will
make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be
in them, and I in them.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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The Eighteenth Week Of Pentecost
SUNDAY
Mark 12:1-12 The Parable of the Tenants
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
Jesus began to speak to them in parables.
“A man planted a vineyard,
put a fence around it,
dug a pit for the wine press,
and built a watchtower;
then he leased it to tenants
and went to another country.
When the season came,
he sent a slave to the tenants
to collect from them
his share of the produce of the vineyard.
But they seized him, and beat him,
and sent him away empty-handed.
And again he sent another slave to them;
this one they beat over the head and insulted.
Then he sent another, and that one they killed.
And so it was with many others;
some they beat, and others they killed.
He had still one other, a beloved son.
Finally he sent him to them, saying,
‘They will respect my son.’
But those tenants said to one another,
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him,
and the inheritance will be ours.’
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So they seized him, killed him,
and threw him out of the vineyard.
What then will the owner of the vineyard do?
He will come and destroy the tenants
and give the vineyard to others.
Have you not read this scripture:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?”
When they realized
that he had told this parable against them,
they wanted to arrest him,
but they feared the crowd.
So they left him and went away.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: The Eighteenth Week Of Pentecost
Mark 11:27-33 The Authority of Jesus Questioned
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
Again they came to Jerusalem. As Jesus was walking in the temple, the
chief priests, the scribes, and the elders came to him and said, “By what
authority are you doing these things? Who gave you this authority to
do them?” Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question; answer me,
and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism
of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin? Answer me.”
They argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say,
‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But shall we say, ‘Of human origin’?” — they were afraid of the crowd, for all regarded John as truly
a prophet. So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus said
to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these
things.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: The Eighteenth Week Of Pentecost
Mark 12:13-17 Paying Taxes to the Emperor
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
They sent to Jesus some Pharisees and some Herodians to trap him in
what he said. And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that
you are sincere, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard
people with partiality, but teach the way of God in accordance with truth.
Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not? Should we pay them, or
should we not?” But knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why
are you putting me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me see it.”
And they brought one. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and
whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Jesus said to them,
“Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the
things that are God’s.” And they were utterly amazed at him.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: The Eighteenth Week Of Pentecost
Mark 12:18-27 The Question about the Resurrection
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
Some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him and
asked him a question, saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that ‘if a
man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no child, the man shall marry the
widow and raise up children for his brother.’ There were seven brothers; the first married and, when he died, left no children; and the second
married her and died, leaving no children; and the third likewise; none
of the seven left children. Last of all the woman herself died. In the
resurrection whose wife will she be? For the seven had married her.”
Jesus said to them, “Is not this the reason you are wrong, that you know
neither the scriptures nor the power of God? For when they rise from the
dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels
in heaven. And as for the dead being raised, have you not read in the
book of Moses, in the story about the bush, how God said to him, ‘I am
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is
God not of the dead, but of the living; you are quite wrong.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

433

THURSDAY: The Eighteenth Week Of Pentecost
Mark 12:28-34 The Greatest Commandment
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that Jesus answered them well, he asked him, “Which
commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear,
O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than
these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have
truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to love
him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the
strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’ — this is much more
important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus
saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: The Eighteenth Week Of Pentecost
Mark 12:35-40 The Question about David’s Son
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes
say that the Messiah is the son of David? David himself, by the Holy
Spirit, declared, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until
I put your enemies under your feet.”’ David himself calls him Lord; so
how can he be his son?” And the large crowd was listening to him with
delight. As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk
around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces,
and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say
long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: The Eighteenth Week Of Pentecost
Mark 12:41-44 The Poor Widow’s Contribution
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
Jesus sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting
money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor
widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a
penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you,
this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to
the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance;
but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to
live on.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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S eason of the G lorious C ross

Feast Of The Exaltation Of The Holy Cross:
SEPTEMBER 14th
John 12:20-32 The Coming of Jesus’ Hour
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Among those who went up
to worship at the festival were some Greeks.
They came to Philip,
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee,
and said to him,
“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”
Philip went and told Andrew;
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.
Jesus answered them,
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
Very truly, I tell you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,
it remains just a single grain;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
Those who love their life lose it,
and those who hate their life in this world
will keep it for eternal life.
Whoever serves me must follow me,
and where I am, there will my servant be also.
Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.
“Now my soul is troubled.
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And what should I say —
‘Father, save me from this hour’?
No, it is for this reason
that I have come to this hour.
Father, glorify your name.”
Then a voice came from heaven,
“I have glorified it,
and I will glorify it again.”
The crowd standing there heard it
and said that it was thunder.
Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”
Jesus answered,
“This voice has come for your sake, not for mine.
Now is the judgment of this world;
now the ruler of this world will be driven out.
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all people to myself.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week of the Holy Cross
SEPTEMBER 15th
John 3:11-21 Nicodemus
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what
we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I
tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed,
God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in
him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned
already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of
God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world,
and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were
evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light,
so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have
been done in God.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week of the Holy Cross
SEPTEMBER 16th
John 8:21-30 Jesus, the Father’s Ambassador
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
Again Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will search for
me, but you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.”
Then the Jews said, “Is he going to kill himself? Is that what he means
by saying, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” He said to them,
“You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not
of this world. I told you that you would die in your sins, for you will die
in your sins unless you believe that I am he.” They said to him, “Who
are you?” Jesus said to them, “Why do I speak to you at all? I have
much to say about you and much to condemn; but the one who sent me
is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from him.” They
did not understand that he was speaking to them about the Father. So
Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will
realize that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own, but I speak these
things as the Father instructed me. And the one who sent me is with
me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what is pleasing to him.”
As he was saying these things, many believed in him.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week of the Holy Cross
SEPTEMBER 17th
John 12:31-36 The Coming of Jesus’ Hour
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will
be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to
die. The crowd answered him, “We have heard from the law that the
Messiah remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must
be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” Jesus said to them, “The light
is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the
darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do
not know where you are going. While you have the light, believe in the
light, so that you may become children of light.” After Jesus had said
this, he departed and hid from them.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week of the Holy Cross
SEPTEMBER 18th
Mark 8:31-38 The First Prediction of the Passion/
The Conditions of Discipleship
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and
be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly.
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me,
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human
things.” He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If
any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take
up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the
gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?
Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when
he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week of the Holy Cross
SEPTEMBER 19th
John 18:33-38 The Trial before Pilate
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this
on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not
a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you
over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is
not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.
But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you
are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was
born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone
who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate asked him, “What
is truth?” After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told
them, “I find no case against him.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Week of the Holy Cross
SEPTEMBER 20th
Luke 23:36-43 The Trial before Pilate
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
The soldiers also mocked Jesus, coming up and offering him sour wine,
and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was
also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” One of the
criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him,
saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are
getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing
wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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First Week After the Holy Cross:
SUNDAY
Mark 10:35-45 Ambition of James and John
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
came forward to Jesus and said to him,
“Teacher, we want you to do for us
whatever we ask of you.”
And he said to them,
“What is it you want me to do for you?”
And they said to him,
“Grant us to sit, one at your right hand
and one at your left, in your glory.”
But Jesus said to them,
“You do not know what you are asking.
Are you able to drink the cup that I drink,
or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?”
They replied, “We are able.”
Then Jesus said to them,
“The cup that I drink you will drink;
and with the baptism with which I am baptized,
you will be baptized;
but to sit at my right hand or at my left
is not mine to grant,
but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”
When the ten heard this,
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they began to be angry with James and John.
So Jesus called them and said to them,
“You know that among the Gentiles
those whom they recognize as their rulers
lord it over them,
and their great ones are tyrants over them.
But it is not so among you;
but whoever wishes to become great among you
must be your servant,
and whoever wishes to be first among you
must be slave of all.
For the Son of Man came not to be served
but to serve,
and to give his life a ransom for many.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: First Week After the Holy Cross
Mark 8:34-9:1 The Conditions of Discipleship
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
Jesus called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel,
will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and
forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?
Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when
he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” And he said to
them, “Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste
death until they see that the kingdom of God has come with power.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: First Week After the Holy Cross
Mark 9:33-37 The Greatest in the Kingdom
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked
them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” But they were silent,
for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants
to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a little
child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them,
“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: First Week After the Holy Cross
Mark 9:38-50 Another Exorcist/Temptations to Sin
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in
your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following
us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed
of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me.
Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives
you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by
no means lose the reward. “If any of you put a stumbling block before
one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you
if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown
into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better
for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell,
to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it
off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be
thrown into hell., And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it
is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have
two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and
the fire is never quenched. For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is
good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt
in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: First Week After the Holy Cross
Mark 10:17-27 The Rich Man
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before
him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal
life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good
but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder;
You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear
false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’”
He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus,
looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what
you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and
went away grieving, for he had many possessions. Then Jesus looked
around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were perplexed
at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it
is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom
of God.” They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then
who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is
impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: First Week After the Holy Cross
Mark 10:28-31 The Rich Man
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Evangelist Mark writes:
Peter began to say to Jesus, “Look, we have left everything and followed
you.” Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake
and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold
now in this age — houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children,
and fields with persecutions — and in the age to come eternal life. But
many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

452

SATURDAY: First Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 20:1-16 The Workers in the Vineyard
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early
in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with
the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.
When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in
the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard,
and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about
five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said
to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock
came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled
against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the
day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I
am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last
the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with
what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So
the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Second Week After the Holy Cross:
SUNDAY
Matthew 24:1-14 The Destruction of the Temple Foretold/
The Beginning of Calamities
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
As Jesus came out of the temple and was going away,
his disciples came to point out to him
the buildings of the temple.
Then he asked them,
“You see all these, do you not?
Truly I tell you,
not one stone will be left here upon another;
all will be thrown down.”
When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives,
the disciples came to him privately, saying,
“Tell us, when will this be,
and what will be the sign of your coming
and of the end of the age?”
Jesus answered them,
“Beware that no one leads you astray.
For many will come in my name, saying,
‘I am the Messiah!’
and they will lead many astray.
And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars;
see that you are not alarmed;
for this must take place,
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but the end is not yet.
For nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom,
and there will be famines
and earthquakes in various places:
all this is but the beginning of the birth pangs.
Then they will hand you over to be tortured a
nd will put you to death,
and you will be hated by all nations
because of my name.”
“Then many will fall away,
and they will betray one another
and hate one another.
And many false prophets will arise
and lead many astray.
And because of the increase of lawlessness,
the love of many will grow cold.
But the one who endures to the end will be saved.
And this good news of the kingdom
will be proclaimed throughout the world,
as a testimony to all the nations;
and then the end will come.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Second Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 10:16-22 Coming Persecutions
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be
wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will
hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you will
be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to
them and the Gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about
how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say
will be given to you at that time; for it is not you who speak, but the
Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will betray brother
to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents
and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my
name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Second Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 11:20-24 Reproaches to Unrepentant Towns
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Then Jesus began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds
of power had been done, because they did not repent. “Woe to you,
Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago
in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, on the day of judgment it will be
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum,
will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be brought down to Hades.
For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would
have remained until this day. But I tell you that on the day of judgment
it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Second Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 12:29-32 Jesus and Beelzebul
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“How can one enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property,
without first tying up the strong man? Then indeed the house can be
plundered. Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does
not gather with me scatters. Therefore I tell you, people will be forgiven for every sin and blasphemy, but blasphemy against the Spirit
will not be forgiven. Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man
will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not
be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Second Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 12:33-37 A Tree and Its Fruits
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and
its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit. You brood of vipers! How
can you speak good things, when you are evil? For out of the abundance
of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person brings good things out
of a good treasure, and the evil person brings evil things out of an evil
treasure. I tell you, on the day of judgment you will have to give an
account for every careless word you utter; for by your words you will
be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Second Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 12:38-42 The Demand for a Sign
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Jesus, “Teacher, we wish to
see a sign from you.” But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous
generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign
of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three nights
in the belly of the sea monster, so for three days and three nights the Son
of Man will be in the heart of the earth. The people of Nineveh will rise
up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they
repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater than
Jonah is here! The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with
this generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the
earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something greater
than Solomon is here!”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Second Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 12:43-45 The Return of the Unclean Spirit
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it wanders through
waterless regions looking for a resting place, but it finds none. Then it
says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ When it comes, it
finds it empty, swept, and put in order. Then it goes and brings along
seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and live there;
and the last state of that person is worse than the first. So will it be also
with this evil generation.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

461

Third Week After the Holy Cross:
SUNDAY
Matthew 24:23-31 The Coming of the Son of Man
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“If anyone says to you, ‘Look! Here is the Messiah!’
or ‘There he is!’ — do not believe it.
For false messiahs and false prophets will appear
and produce great signs and omens,
to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.
Take note, I have told you beforehand.
So, if they say to you, ‘Look! He is in the wilderness,’
do not go out.
If they say, ‘Look! He is in the inner rooms,’
do not believe it.
For as the lightning comes from the east
and flashes as far as the west,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.”
“Immediately after the suffering of those days
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from heaven,
and the powers of heaven will be shaken.
Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven,
and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn,
and they will see ‘the Son of Man
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coming on the clouds of heaven’
with power and great glory.
And he will send out his angels
with a loud trumpet call,
and they will gather his elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Third Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 24:32-44 The Lesson of the Fig Tree/
The Unknown Day and Hour
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender
and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when
you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates.
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
not pass away. “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of
Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing
until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken
and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one
will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do
not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house
be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man
is coming at an unexpected hour.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Third Week After the Holy Cross
Luke 6:20-26 Sermon on the Plain
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
Jesus looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God. “Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled. “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.
“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you,
revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in
that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for
that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. “But woe to you who
are rich, for you have received your consolation. “Woe to you who are
full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep. “Woe to you when all speak well of you,
for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Third Week After the Holy Cross
Luke 5:33-39 The Question about Fasting
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
They said to Jesus, “John’s disciples, like the disciples of the Pharisees,
frequently fast and pray, but your disciples eat and drink. Jesus said
to them, “You cannot make wedding guests fast while the bridegroom
is with them, can you? The days will come when the bridegroom will
be taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days.” He
also told them a parable: “No one tears a piece from a new garment
and sews it on an old garment; otherwise the new will be torn, and the
piece from the new will not match the old. And no one puts new wine
into old wineskins; otherwise the new wine will burst the skins and will
be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. But new wine must be put
into fresh wineskins. And no one after drinking old wine desires new
wine, but says, ‘The old is good.’”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Third Week After the Holy Cross
Luke 21:34-38 Exhortation to the Vigilant/
Ministry in Jerusalem
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch
you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the
face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have
the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand
before the Son of Man.” Every day he was teaching in the temple, and
at night he would go out and spend the night on the Mount of Olives,
as it was called. And all the people would get up early in the morning
to listen to him in the temple.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Third Week After the Holy Cross
John 5:17-23 The Work of the Son
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
But Jesus answered them, “My Father is still working, and I also am
working.” For this reason the Jews were seeking all the more to kill
him, because he was not only breaking the sabbath, but was also calling
God his own Father, thereby making himself equal to God. Jesus said
to them, “Very truly, I tell you, the Son can do nothing on his own, but
only what he sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, the
Son does likewise. The Father loves the Son and shows him all that he
himself is doing; and he will show him greater works than these, so that
you will be astonished. Indeed, just as the Father raises the dead and
gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whomever he wishes. The
Father judges no one but has given all judgment to the Son, so that all
may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Anyone who does not
honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Third Week After the Holy Cross
John 5:24-30 The Work of the Son
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him
who sent me has eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but
has passed from death to life. Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming,
and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God,
and those who hear will live. For just as the Father has life in himself,
so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself; and he has given
him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do
not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming when all who are in
their graves will hear his voice and will come out — those who have
done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil,
to the resurrection of condemnation. I can do nothing on my own. As I
hear, I judge; and my judgment is just, because I seek to do not my own
will but the will of him who sent me.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.

469

Fourth Week After the Holy Cross:
SUNDAY
Matthew 24:45-51 The Faithful or the Unfaithful Servant
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Who then is the faithful and wise slave,
whom his master has put in charge of his household,
to give the other slaves their allowance of food
at the proper time?
Blessed is that slave
whom his master will find at work when he arrives.
Truly I tell you, he will put that one
in charge of all his possessions.”
“But if that wicked slave says to himself,
‘My master is delayed,’
and he begins to beat his fellow slaves,
and eats and drinks with drunkards,
the master of that slave will come on a day
when he does not expect him
and at an hour that he does not know.
He will cut him in pieces
and put him with the hypocrites,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Fourth Week After the Holy Cross
John 12:20-28 The Coming of Jesus’ Hour
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Apostle John writes:
Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to
him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a
single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal
life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. “Now my
soul is troubled. And what should I say — ‘Father, save me from this
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father,
glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified
it, and I will glorify it again.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Fourth Week After the Holy Cross
John 16:20-24 Jesus’ Departure; Coming of the Advocate
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle John.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the world will
rejoice; you will have pain, but your pain will turn into joy. When a
woman is in labor, she has pain, because her hour has come. But when
her child is born, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the
joy of having brought a human being into the world. So you have pain
now; but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one
will take your joy from you. On that day you will ask nothing of me.
Very truly, I tell you, if you ask anything of the Father in my name, he
will give it to you. Until now you have not asked for anything in my
name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Fourth Week After the Holy Cross
Luke 12:16-21 Parable of the Rich Fool
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Then Jesus told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no
place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down
my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and
my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid
up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him,
‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who
store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Fourth Week After the Holy Cross
Luke 13:6-9 The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Then Jesus told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to
the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit
on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be
wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until
I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and
good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Fourth Week After the Holy Cross
Luke 15:3-7 The Parable of the Lost Sheep
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
So Jesus told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred
sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has
found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell
you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Fourth Week After the Holy Cross
Luke 15:8-10 The Parable of the Lost Coin
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Lord Jesus says:
“What woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does
not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds
it? When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors,
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ Just
so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Fifth Week After the Holy Cross:
SUNDAY
Matthew 25:1-13 The Parable of the Ten Virgins
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this.
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps
and went to meet the bridegroom.
Five of them were foolish,
and five were wise.
When the foolish took their lamps,
they took no oil with them;
but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.
As the bridegroom was delayed,
all of them became drowsy and slept.
But at midnight there was a shout,
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom!
Come out to meet him.’
Then all those bridesmaids got up
and trimmed their lamps.
The foolish said to the wise,
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’
But the wise replied,
‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us;
you had better go to the dealers
and buy some for yourselves.’
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came,
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and those who were ready
went with him into the wedding banquet;
and the door was shut.”
“Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying,
‘Lord, lord, open to us.’
But he replied,
‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’
Keep awake therefore,
for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Fifth Week After the Holy Cross
Luke 16:1-12 The Parable of the Dishonest Steward
Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager,
and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his
property. So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear
about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you
cannot be my manager any longer.’ Then the manager said to himself,
‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from
me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have
decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people
may welcome me into their homes.’ So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’
He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your
bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then he asked another, ‘And
how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’
He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ And his master
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly;
for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends
for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone,
they may welcome you into the eternal homes. “Whoever is faithful in
a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very
little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with
the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if
you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give
you what is your own?
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Fifth Week After the Holy Cross
Luke 18:1-8 The Parable of the Persistent Widow
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose
heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared
God nor had respect for people. In that city there was a widow who
kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’
For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no
fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps
bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out
by continually coming.’” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust
judge says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry
to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you,
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on earth?”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Fifth Week After the Holy Cross
Luke 19:11-28 The Parable of the Ten Gold Coins
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Evangelist Luke writes:
As they were listening to this, Jesus went on to tell a parable, because
he was near Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom
of God was to appear immediately. So he said, “A nobleman went to
a distant country to get royal power for himself and then return. He
summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them ten pounds, and said to
them, ‘Do business with these until I come back.’ But the citizens of his
country hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not
want this man to rule over us.’ When he returned, having received royal
power, he ordered these slaves, to whom he had given the money, to be
summoned so that he might find out what they had gained by trading.
The first came forward and said, ‘Lord, your pound has made ten more
pounds.’ He said to him, ‘Well done, good slave! Because you have
been trustworthy in a very small thing, take charge of ten cities.’ Then
the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your pound has made five pounds.’ He
said to him, ‘And you, rule over five cities.’ Then the other came, saying, ‘Lord, here is your pound. I wrapped it up in a piece of cloth, for
I was afraid of you, because you are a harsh man; you take what you
did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’ He said to him, ‘I will
judge you by your own words, you wicked slave! You knew, did you,
that I was a harsh man, taking what I did not deposit and reaping what
I did not sow? Why then did you not put my money into the bank?
Then when I returned, I could have collected it with interest.’ He said
to the bystanders, ‘Take the pound from him and give it to the one who
has ten pounds.’ (And they said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten pounds!’) ‘I
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tell you, to all those who have, more will be given; but from those who
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. But as for these
enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them — bring
them here and slaughter them in my presence.’” After he had said this,
he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Fifth Week After the Holy Cross
Mark 4:21-25 Parable of the Lamp
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Is a lamp brought in to be put under the bushel basket, or under the
bed, and not on the lampstand? For there is nothing hidden, except to
be disclosed; nor is anything secret, except to come to light. Let anyone
with ears to hear listen!” And he said to them, “Pay attention to what
you hear; the measure you give will be the measure you get, and still
more will be given you. For to those who have, more will be given;
and from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken
away.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Fifth Week After the Holy Cross
Mark 4:26-29 Seed Grows of Itself
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Mark.
Jesus also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter
seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed
would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of
itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But
when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the
harvest has come.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Fifth Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 22:1-14 The Parable of the Wedding Feast
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his
son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding
banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying,
‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready;
come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away,
one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves,
mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said
to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy.
Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered
all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled
with guests. “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed
a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him,
‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Sixth Week After the Holy Cross:
SUNDAY
Matthew 25:14-30 The Parable of the Talents
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus Said,
“For it is as if a man, going on a journey,
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them;
to one he gave five talents, to another two,
to another one, to each according to his ability.
Then he went away.
The one who had received the five talents
went off at once and traded with them,
and made five more talents.
In the same way, the one who had the two talents
made two more talents.
But the one who had received the one talent
went off and dug a hole in the ground
and hid his master’s money.”
“After a long time
the master of those slaves came
and settled accounts with them.
Then the one who had received the five talents
came forward, bringing five more talents, saying,
‘Master, you handed over to me five talents;
see, I have made five more talents.’
His master said to him,
‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave;
you have been trustworthy in a few things,
I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.’

486

And the one with the two talents
also came forward, saying,
‘Master, you handed over to me two talents;
see, I have made two more talents.’
His master said to him,
‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave;
you have been trustworthy in a few things,
I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.’”
“Then the one who had received the one talent
also came forward, saying,
‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man,
reaping where you did not sow,
and gathering where you did not scatter seed;
so I was afraid,
and I went and hid your talent in the ground.
Here you have what is yours.’
But his master replied,
‘You wicked and lazy slave!
You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow,
and gather where I did not scatter?
Then you ought to have invested my money
with the bankers, and on my return I would have received
what was my own with interest.
So take the talent from him,
and give it to the one with the ten talents.”
“For to all those who have, more will be given,
and they will have an abundance;
but from those who have nothing,
even what they have will be taken away.
As for this worthless slave,
throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”
This is the Truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Sixth Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 13:1-9 The Parable of the Sower
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there,
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as
he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them
up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much
soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But
when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew
up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with
ears listen!”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Sixth Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 13:10-17 The Purpose of Parables
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Then the disciples came and asked Jesus, “Why do you speak to them in
parables?” He answered, “To you it has been given to know the secrets
of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. For to
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance;
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken
away. The reason I speak to them in parables is that ‘seeing they do
not perceive, and hearing they do not listen, nor do they understand.’
With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah that says: ‘You
will indeed listen, but never understand, and you will indeed look, but
never perceive. For this people’s heart has grown dull, and their ears
are hard of hearing, and they have shut their eyes; so that they might
not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and understand with
their heart and turn — and I would heal them.’ But blessed are your
eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. Truly I tell you, many
prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, but did not
see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Sixth Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 13:18-23 The Explanation of the Parable of the Sower
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As
for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word
and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of
the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.
But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case
a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Sixth Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 13:24-30 The Parable of the Weeds Among the Wheat
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain,
then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder
came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?
Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy
has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and
gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would
uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until
the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into
my barn.’”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Sixth Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 13:31-35 The Parable of the Mustard Seed and Yeast/
The Use of Parables
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest
of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.” He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is
like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour
until all of it was leavened.” Jesus told the crowds all these things in
parables; without a parable he told them nothing. This was to fulfill
what had been spoken through the prophet: “I will open my mouth to
speak in parables; I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the world.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Sixth Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 13:36-43 The Explanation of the Parable of the Weeds
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
Jesus left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the
field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the
reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with
fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his
angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and
all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears
listen!
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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Seventh Week After the Holy Cross:
SUNDAY
Matthew 25:31-46 The Judgment of the Nations
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him,
then he will sit on the throne of his glory.
All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate people one from another
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,
and he will put the sheep at his right hand
and the goats at the left.
Then the king will say to those at his right hand,
‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world;
for I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me,
I was naked and you gave me clothing,
I was sick and you took care of me,
I was in prison and you visited me.’”
“Then the righteous will answer him,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food,
or thirsty and gave you something to drink?
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And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you,
or naked and gave you clothing?
And when was it that we saw you sick
or in prison and visited you?’”
“And the king will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it
to one of the least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me.’”
“Then he will say to those at his left hand,
‘You that are accursed,
depart from me into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels;
for I was hungry and you gave me no food,
I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,
I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing,
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’”
“Then they also will answer,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison,
and did not take care of you?’
Then he will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it
to one of the least of these,
you did not do it to me.’
And these will go away into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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MONDAY: Seventh Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 13:44-46 More Parables
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys
that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search
of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all
that he had and bought it.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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TUESDAY: Seventh Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 13:47-53 More Parables/Treasures New and Old
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea
and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat
down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will
be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil
from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Have you understood all this?”
They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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WEDNESDAY: Seventh Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 18:23-35 The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and,
as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his
wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So
the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me,
and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that
slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he
went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then
his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what
had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported
to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and
said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you
pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave,
as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will
also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister
from your heart.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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THURSDAY: Seventh Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 22:15-22 Paying Taxes to the Emperor
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the evangelist Luke.
The Apostle Matthew writes:
The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher,
we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance
with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people
with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes
to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why
are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used
for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them,
“Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.”
Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are
the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard
this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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FRIDAY: Seventh Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 21:28-32 The Parable of the Two Sons
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said,
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but
later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and
said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of
the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going
into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the
way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors
and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not
change your minds and believe him.”
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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SATURDAY: Seventh Week After the Holy Cross
Matthew 21:33-46 The Parable of the Tenants
Let us be attentive to the Gospel of Life and Salvation of our Lord Jesus
Christ as recorded by the apostle Matthew.
The Lord Jesus says:
“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When
the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another,
and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first;
and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son,
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get
his inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and
killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he
do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to
a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give
him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you
never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing
in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken
away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the
kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and
it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the
Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about
them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because
they regarded him as a prophet.
This is the truth. Peace be with you.
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